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THE TESTIMONY OF CHRIST TO THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS

John 5:35-41

PRAYER:   Father God, I do thank you for the precious blood o f 

Jesus.  Father, this is that time when we as a chur ch come together 

to focus on that blood, on that cross, on what you' ve done for us 

at the cross.  Father, I pray this day, this mornin g, as we do 

that, you would give us the privilege of the presen ce of your Holy 

Spirit.  Guide us into truth, Lord, your word is tr uth, your Spirit 

brings that truth to us, and so I pray this morning  that you would 

give us that presence, that we would make these tru ths a permanent 

part of our lives, and we pray this in Jesus' name.   Amen.   

Well, once again, as you know, it 's the first Sunda y of the month, 

and the first Sunday of the month is the Sunday tha t we have set 

aside to remember Christ and his cross.  And Jesus on the night 

before he died, he met with his disciples for the l ast time and 

there he celebrated the very last Passover.  And we  read this in 

Matthew 26:26.  It says:  Now as they were eating, Jesus took 

bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it t o the disciples, 



and said, "Take, eat; this is my body."  And he too k a cup, and 

when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying , "Drink of it, 

all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, w hich is poured 

out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell y ou I will not 

drink again of this fruit of the vine until that da y when I drink 

it new with you in my Father's kingdom."   

Jesus took the bread and he took the wine and he of fered them up as 

symbols of his flesh and blood and then he asked hi s disciples to 

do the same, to eat the bread and to drink the cup in order to 

symbolically eat his flesh and drink his blood.  He  then asked them 

to repeat this remembrance of the sacrifice on a re gular basis, and 

that's what we're doing this morning.  This what we  call "the 

Lord's table," and as we say each month, we celebra te is it by 

doing four things.  Number one, meditating on what the Lord Jesus 

Christ did for us on the cross; number two, examini ng ourselves, 

asking God's Holy Spirit to convict us of sins; num ber three, 

confessing our sin; and number four, partaking in t he elements. 

John 6:53 says:  So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to 

you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and  drink his 

blood, you have no life in you."   

Now, we've been following the life of Jesus in the gospel of John, 

and last time we looked at Jesus turning a corner i n his 



relationship with the religious leaders.  He turned  that corner by 

healing somebody on the Sabbath, and this led to on e of the most 

extensive discourses Jesus ever had with these reli gious leaders.  

Jesus spoke at length of his identification with hi s Father, and he 

made the case over and over again that he did preci sely what his 

Father did because he and his Father were one.  And  the scripture 

itself is clear, the religious leaders saw this and  understood this 

as Jesus claiming to be God and God incarnate.  Jes us continues 

this discourse even after he had proved over and ov er again that he 

and his Father were one, and he spoke at length abo ut his 

relationship with his Father.  This is what he said  in John 5:30.  

He said:  "By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear , and 

my judgment is just, for I seek not to please mysel f but him who 

sent me."   Jesus seeks to please him who sent him.  I said l ast 

time, this is an organizing principle that defines Jesus' life.  

This is what drives virtually everything that he do es.  It is 

pleasing his Father.  I said it is the glory of God  and that is the 

organizing principle that defines the Father, direc ts the Spirit, 

and drives the Son.  

And at the end of his earthly ministry as he approa ched the cross, 

Jesus said this in John 17:1, he said:  "Father, the hour has 

come.  Glorify your son, that your Son may glorify you."   That's 

why Jesus came to this planet.  Pleasing his Father  had come down 



to this set of facts that Jesus spoke in John 17:4,  he said:  "I 

have brought you glory on earth by finishing the wo rk you gave me 

to do.  And now, Father, glorify me in your presenc e with the glory 

I had with you before the world began."   So this is the glory that 

Jesus is lecturing the religious leaders about.  Re member, he's 

just healed somebody and he's healed them on the Sa bbath, and they 

are furious over that because their goal was never the glory of 

God.  Their goal was self-preservation.  The religi ous leaders had 

been on the attack, and Jesus knows this is not a d iscussion.  This 

is an inquisition.  Jesus also knows that these fol ks are not there 

to dialogue with him.  They are there to gather eno ugh evidence to 

kill him.  John 5:18 says:  This was why the Jews were seeking all 

the more to kill him, because not only was he break ing the Sabbath, 

but he was even calling God his own father, making himself equal 

with God.   

Now, as we follow this discourse, we follow the dia logue, we see at 

this point there's an abrupt change in the dialogue .  Jesus begins 

to shift from defense to offense, and he starts off  by explaining 

the testimony about himself, why that testimony is legitimate.  You 

see, in Jewish law, all testimony had to be corrobo rated by at 

least two or three witnesses, and so Jesus brings o ut three or more 

of these witnesses.  And he starts out by disclaimi ng his own 

testimony, and he acknowledges as every Jew did tha t no Jew would 



accept self testimony as legitimate.  So then he tr ots out his 

witnesses, and he lists at least three that we'll b e looking at.  

One is the prophet of God, the other is the works o f God, and the 

third is the word of God.  

So the first of these witnesses that Jesus brings f orth is the 

prophet of God.  We see this in John 5:31.  Jesus s ays:  "If I 

testify about myself, my testimony is not true.  Th ere is another 

who testifies in my favor, and I know that his test imony about me 

is true.  You have sent to John and he has testifie d to the truth.  

Not that I accept human testimony; but I mention it  that you may be 

saved.  John was a lamp that burned and gave light,  and you chose 

for a time to enjoy his light."   John is Jesus' first witness.  And 

you know, the Jews once sent a delegation to John a sking him who he 

was, and Jesus acknowledges this in verse 33, he sa ys, "You've sent 

to John and he's testified to the truth."   This was the truth that 

John testified to.  This is John 1:19.  It says:  Now this was 

John's testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusal em sent priests 

and Levites to ask him who he was.  He did not fail  to confess, but 

confessed freely, "I am not the Messiah."  They ask ed him, "Then 

who are you?  Are you Elijah?"  He said, "I am not. "  "Are you the 

prophet?"  He answered "No."  Finally they said, "W ho are you?  

Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us , what do you 

say about yourself?"  John replied in the words of Isaiah the 



prophet, "I am the voice of one calling in the wild erness, 'Make 

straight the way for the Lord.'"  Now the Pharisees  who had been 

sent questioned him, "Why then do you baptize if yo u are not the 

Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?"  "I baptize with water," 

John replied, "but among you stands one you do not know.  He is the 

one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals  I am not worthy 

to untie."   

That was John's testimony.  And John's testimony ma de no secret of 

the fact that Jesus was the Messiah.  In fact, he u nderstood that 

in a way that even the disciples didn't grasp until  the Holy Spirit 

infil led them at Pentecost, and he testified to it at the baptism 

of Jesus which took place the very next day after h e had spoken to 

this delegation.  John 1:29 records that.  It says this, it says:  

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and s aid, "Look, the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  This is the one 

I meant when I said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me 

because he was before me.'"   

Now, in two short sentences John points out that fi rst of all, that 

Jesus was the eternal God who had stepped into time  itself.  He 

says, "A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was 

before me."   And John also points out secondly that Jesus came  to 

do what even the disciples could not grasp.  He was  not there to 



become a great teacher or leader or philosopher or example.  He was 

there to become our substitute, our sacrifice, our sin bearer.  

John said, "Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of th e 

world!"   

You know, for thousands of years, Jews annually sac rificed the 

Passover lamb whose blood smeared on their door pos ts had protected 

their forefathers from the Angel of death.  Now in Jesus we had the 

ultimate lamb, the lamb whose blood would provide t he ultimate 

protection from death, and that lamb, John testifie d, had arrived 

on the earth.  The lamb that all those thousands an d thousands of 

slaughtered lambs had been pointing to was about to  be baptized by 

John the Baptist.  And it was John who stood as the  first of these 

three witnesses that Jesus is bringing forth.  

The works of his Father was his second witness.  Ve rse 36, he says 

this:  "I have testimony weightier than that of John.  For  the 

works that the Father has given me to finish -- the  very works that 

I am doing -- testify that the Father has sent me.  And the Father 

who sent me has himself testified concerning me."   

Now, once again, if you remember the immediate cont ext of these 

words, you realize that one of these works that Jes us is referring 

to has just happened.  He's just healed this man wh o had been 



crippled for 38 years.  He's been made whole.  And the fact that 

he'd been there 38 years meant there was no denying  that is this 

was a genuine miracle, that this was a mighty work that could only 

have been accomplished by the hand of God.  In fact , Nicodemus was 

one of the religious leaders' own, it was he who sa id this to Jesus 

in John 3:2, he said, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 

has come from God.  For no one could perform the si gns that you are 

doing if God were not with him."   So Jesus' works were a witness, 

they were a witness that God was working through hi m.  

But understand what Jesus is doing here, he's doing  more than just 

lining up witnesses.  He's actually starting to bui ld his case 

against these religious leaders.  He's going to pro ve something 

that you and I already know, and that is that salva tion is far more 

a matter of the heart that it is of the eyes and th e ears.  You 

know, you can speak with facts and you can speak wi th the truth, 

but if the person that you are speaking to has no h eart for the 

truth, it will make no difference whatsoever.  

It was Ben Franklin who said:  "A man convinced aga inst his will is 

of the same opinion still."  True words.  And Jesus  was addressing 

men who had eyes and ears but were blind and deaf.  He was telling 

them that he was God incarnate.  John 5:18:  He was even calling 

God his own father, making himself equal with God.   And even though 



the testimony of his works was airtight, it would n ever, never move 

a hardened heart, 'cause only God can do that.  

One of the foundational beliefs of reformed theolog y is that it is 

God and not man who moves people from unbelief to b elief.  That 

notion is a paradigm in the true sense of the word.   You know, a 

paradigm refers to the lens through which you view everything.  And 

God's sovereignty is a faith paradigm.  If you unde rstand what 

Hebrews 12:2 is saying when it says:  Looking unto Jesus, the 

author and finisher of our faith, then you understa nd that your 

faith and my faith is a story that Jesus originates , empowers, and 

finishes.  It is a gift that he bestows on whom he chooses.  That's 

why some folks get it and some folks will never get  it.  Jesus made 

that clear when he said this to some other leaders who had done the 

exact same thing, they had rejected his works.  Lis ten to what 

Jesus says in John 10:25.  He says:  Jesus answered them, "i told 

you, and you do not believe.  The works that I do i n my Father's 

name, they bear witness of me.  But you do not beli eve, because you 

are not of My sheep, as I said to you.  My sheep he ar my voice, and 

I know them, and they follow Me.  And I give them e ternal life, and 

they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatc h them out of my 

hand.  My Father who has given them to Me, is great er than all; and 

no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's ha nd."   



As the elders begin distributing the bread, I would  like us to take 

a few moments to consider the privilege that Jesus is speaking of 

here.  I would like us to meditate on that.  The Go od Shepherd 

speaks and only his sheep can hear.  So the questio n that we have 

to ask is:  Do we hear him?  Are we his sheep?  

Again, as the elements are being passed out, I want  to repeat this 

warning we repeat each time.  This is from 1 Corint hians 11:28.  It 

says:  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat o f the 

bread and drink of the cup.  For he who eats and dr inks in an 

unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself , not discerning 

the Lord's body.  For this reason many are weak and  sick among you, 

and many sleep.  For if we would judge ourselves, w e would not be 

judged.  But when we are judged, we are chastened b y the Lord, that 

we may not be condemned with the world.   

I repeat this every month.  I say communion is an e xtremely serious 

undertaking, and to enter into it in an unworthy ma nner is to 

literally court disaster.  You know, if you are not  absolutely 

convinced that you are a child of the King, and aga in, I want to 

make this clear, that doesn't mean that you have to  sit here 

flawlessly spotless in order to be worthy.  You hav e to be sitting 

here washed in the blood of the Savior in order to be worthy.  

That's the requirement.  And if you are not certain  if you are a 



child of the King, then just pass the elements on.  Again, I say 

this every month, people will not look at you stran ge.  They will 

not think that there's something weird or odd about  you.  In fact, 

they'll think you're wise.  

1 Corinthians, the 11th chapter, the 23rd verse say s:  For I 

received from the Lord what I also delivered to you , that the Lord 

Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread,  and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my bo dy which is for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me."   Take and eat.  

Well, there are other works that served as witnesse s to Jesus' 

miraculous power.  This crippled man who was made w hole was not an 

isolated incident.  In fact, by the time that mirac le had already 

taken place, Jesus had already turned water into wi ne at Cana, he 

had already healed an official's son, and Nicodemus  had already had 

that interview with Jews where he expressed the fac t that the 

religious leaders knew that Jesus' works were from God, but Jesus 

knew and we see that those works only served to har den the hearts 

of his enemies.  They were no closer to belief in s pite of those 

miracles.  But as Jesus begins to bring out his thi rd witness, we 

see a shift in tone that accompanies Jesus' descrip tion of this 

witness.  



The third witness is the word of God.  It was a wit ness that none 

of these leaders had anticipated.  It was a witness  they had never 

expected.  See, the word of God was their history, their culture, 

their guidebook, and their life.  And in one stroke , Jesus had made 

it into a hostile witness against them.  This is wh at he said.  He 

said:  "You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, nor does 

his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the o ne he sent.  You 

study the Scriptures diligently because you think t hat in them you 

have eternal life.  These are the very scriptures t hat testify 

about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life ."   

See, these leaders had prided themselves on their l ove of God and 

especially on their love of his word.  Jesus' witne ss testified to 

the fact that not only was that love nonexistent bu t they who 

falsely claimed to profess that love didn't even re alize it.  Pride 

had made them spiritually deaf and blind.  So when the witness 

turned against them, they were speechless.  You kno w, it's 

incredibly easy for us to read those words -- and I 've done it 

many, many times -- to read those words and just as sume that they 

are directed solely at the religious leaders who wa nted nothing to 

do with Jesus as Lord.  But they are not.  Jesus sa ys in verse 39:  

"You study the scriptures diligently because you th ink that in them 

you have eternal life.  These are the very scriptur es that testify 

about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life ."   There's a 



warning here for us.  You see, you can study the sc riptures 

diligently and if you don't see the witness of Chri st in that 

study, you will be as lost as those religious leade rs were, because 

every single word of scripture is pointed in the di rection of Jesus 

Christ.  And it is our task to approach God's word seeking to 

receive from it not what we expect, but what God in tends.  It was 

Jesus who said, "These are the very scriptures that testify about 

me."   We know we can make the Bible testify to anything  we want it 

to.  We can make the Bible say that God wants you r ich, prosperous, 

and healthy.  We can make the Bible say that Christ 's blood gives 

us the freedom to embrace any sinful life-style we want.  We can 

make the Bible say that Christ's blood is not enoug h, that we have 

to add our righteousness to it in order to be saved .  You can pick 

any one of those life-styles and begin data mining the Bible, and 

within minutes, you can have proof texts and Bible quotes that will 

justify anything you want.  You can selectively edi t the Bible to 

say in Psalm 14, it says:  "There is no God."   All you have to do 

is ignore the first part of that verse which says:  The fool says 

in his heart there is no God.   The point is you can make the Bible 

say whatever you want it to say, but God will ultim ately have the 

last word.  

I think at last count there's something like 14 chu rches in the 

greater Port Jervis area.  You can go around to all  of these 



different churches and you'll probably find a half dozen different 

approaches to understanding God and his word, and y ou would 

probably find that each group thinks that the other  group is on 

their way to hell, whether literally or figurativel y.  So how do 

you know, how do you cut through the fog, to get to  what God's word 

really means?  How do we understand it rightly?  We ll, I'm hesitant 

to say this for fear that someone will misinterpret  it, but the 

bottom line is this.  You see, the Bible is a magic al book.  Now, 

it's not magical in the sense of witchcraft or forb idden knowledge, 

but it 's magical in the sense that Hebrews 4:12 sta tes it.  It says 

this:  For the word of God is living and powerful, and sha rper than 

any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and 

spirit, and of joints and marrow, it is a discerner  of the thoughts 

and intents of the heart.  God says that his word is a two-edged 

sword.  That means it cuts both ways.  When I give it to you, it is 

cutting me as it is cutting you, because it is a su pernatural book 

in every sense of the word.  

Now, these religious leaders didn't treat it as tho ugh it was 

living and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword.  They 

just saw it as their weapon of choice, until Jesus used it to cut 

them to pieces.  Jesus went on to say this in verse  41, he said:  

"I do not accept glory from human beings but I know  you, I know 

that you do not have the love of God in your hearts ."   Jesus also 



knew that their search of the scripture would be fr uitless.  They 

lacked the eyes to see, they lacked the ears to hea r because they 

just didn't have the heart for it.  See, the religi ous leaders had 

no idea, but they were challenging the very author of the word of 

God, the one who had formed every single word inclu ding the jots 

and the tittles, the one who knew just how magical this book was.  

See, Jesus knew that the word of God was a discerne r of the 

thoughts and intents of the heart.  And because he knew that their 

hearts were far from him, he also knew that their s earch for truth 

would always come up empty.  So he said, "I do not accept glory 

from men, but I know you -- that you have no love f or God within 

you."   

So here is the answer.  Here's the answer to cuttin g through the 

fog of all the different approaches to God and his word.  Here's 

our solution to finding what God truly has to say t o us in his 

word.  It 's really very simple.  Unless you have a love of God 

within your heart, you will never be able to search  the scriptures 

for truth.  Like I said, the word of God is a magic al book and it 

will not yield its truth to hardened hearts.  But h ere's the 

problem.  The problem is all of us have hardened he arts.  All of us 

outside of the grace of God would be right there, r ight in the 

thick of those religious leaders.  We'd be there se eking to kill 

Jesus rather than worship him.  I think of Stuart T ownend's lyrics, 



they put it well.  It says:  Behold the man upon th e cross, my sin 

upon his shoulders, ashamed I hear my mocking voice  call out among 

the scoffers.  

You see, all of us at one time shouted with them, " His blood be on 

us and on our children."  You know, there are only two roles that 

we could have had had we been there at the cross.  One role was to 

be with the scoffers in the crowd, the other role w as to be with 

the cowards among the disciples.  That's all that w as there, with 

some very notable exceptions, all of whom were wome n.  

So when we read about these hard-hearted religious leaders, these 

blinded and deaf leaders of the blind, don't be too  quick to put a 

distance between them and you, because the only dis tance between 

them and you is grace.  And it's frighteningly easy  to forget that 

we are saved by grace through faith and this is not  from 

yourselves.  It is the gift of God.  See, these rel igious leaders 

are proof that you cannot fix what you don't realiz e is broken.  

They're also proof that you will never go wrong in challenging the 

motives of your own heart.  

But the solution.  How do we do that?  The solution  to this 

challenge is far simpler than you may think.  It is  the solution 

that David found, he sought and found in Psalm 51.  David had just 



come through a period of time when his heart was as  wicked and as 

blind and as deaf as it could possibly be.  He had committed 

terrible sins.  He had committed the sins of adulte ry and murder 

and lying, and they had in turn hardened his heart.   But David 

belonged to God, and God saw to it through the prop het Nathan that 

David would be brought back to his senses, that Dav id would receive 

the gift of repentance.  And when he did, when he r ealized how 

wicked his heart had become, this is the prayer tha t he prayed 

before God.  Psalm 51.  He says:  Against You -- and You alone -- I 

have sinned and done this evil in your sight.  So y ou are right 

when you pass sentence; you are blameless when you judge.  Indeed, 

I was guilty when I was born; I was sinful when my mother conceived 

me.  Surely you desire integrity in the inner self,  and you teach 

me wisdom deep within.  Purify me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 

wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.  Let me he ar joy and 

gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice.  Turn your face 

away from my sins and blot out all of my guilt.  Go d, create a 

clean heart for me and renew a steadfast spirit wit hin me.  Do not 

banish me from your presence or take your Holy Spir it from me.  

Restore the joy of your salvation to me, and give m e a willing 

spirit.  Then I will teach the rebellious your ways , and your 

sinners will return to you.   

You see, David recognized first and foremost that h is problem was a 



matter of the heart.  But you know, the solution fo r him is the 

exact same solution for us.  We have wicked hearts.   But we have a 

God who can create in us clean hearts.  We have spi rits that long 

to chase after everything that belongs to the world :  The lust of 

the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of l ife.  But we 

have a God who can renew a steadfast spirit within us, and all we 

have to do is ask.  James says:  We have not because we ask not.   

David asked of God a clean heart and a renewed spir it, and God was 

delighted to grant that.  You see, it was his harde ned heart that 

had blinded his eyes and stopped his ears.  The sam e was true for 

the wicked religious leaders, but they never sought  nor ever 

received a remedy.  And as a result, the very scrip ture that they 

claim to cherish became the primary witness against  them.  

This is what Jesus says in verse 43.  He says:  "I have come in my 

Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if som eone else comes 

in his own name, you will accept him.  How can you believe since 

you accept glory from one another but do not seek t he glory that 

comes from the only God?  But do not think that I w ill accuse you 

before the Father.  Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are 

set.  If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote 

about me.  But since you do not believe what he wro te, how are you 

going to believe what I say?"   Jesus tells them flat out in verse 

46, "If you believe Moses, you would have believed me, for he wrote 



about me."   You see, every single word of scripture, every jo t, and 

every tittle, points to Jesus Christ.  

The central event in all of history is the cross th at Christ came 

to die on.  The central theme of the word of God fr om Genesis to 

Revelation is the glory of God through Christ at th at cross.  And 

for reasons known only to God, he has chosen us to speak and live 

out his word in this world.  It 's not a difficult t ask.  It's an 

impossible task.  We don't have the heart for it, w e don't have the 

spirit for it.  But God does.  God does, and God de lights to give 

it to us.  All we have to do is ask.  

God tells us in 2 Corinthians 12:9:  My grace is sufficient for 

you, for my power is perfected in weakness.   And that's why we 

reply:  Therefore, I will most gladly boast all the more ab out my 

weaknesses, so that Christ's power may reside in me .   

As the elders begin to distribute the cup, I would like us to 

meditate for a bit, I would like us to consider the  fate of the 

wicked religious leaders.  They were blind, they we re deaf leaders 

guiding their people into a pit, and Jesus used the  very word of 

God that they had trumpeted to condemn them.  There  in God's word 

is a cautionary tale for you and for me.  The cauti on is this:  

pride will blind you, then it will kill you, and yo u will not even 



realize that it's happening.  

The Lord's table is the place where one beggar tell s another that 

there's food here for both of us.  As you take the fruit of the 

vine, as you meditate, consider the heart of God's glory.  Again, 

Stuart Townend:  "That He should give his only Son and make a 

wretch his treasure."  We are that wretch.  But we are that 

treasure as well.  2 Corinthians 4:7 says:  Now we have this 

treasure in clay jars.   Why?  So that his extraordinary power may 

be from God and not from us.   1 Corinthians, the 11th chapter, the 

25th verse says this:  In the same manner He also took the cup 

after supper, saying,  "This cup is the new covenant in My blood.  

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance o f me."   Take, 

and drink.  

This is the part of the service that we call heads,  heart and feet, 

where we try to get some practical application of j ust what it 

means to remember Christ, and I want to start off b y saying that 

today is a very special day for my son Benjamin.  H e's in Iowa 

right now representing an organization called Athle tes Serving 

Athletes, and he and his adopted son Shane are taki ng part in a 

national race, actually it's a triathlon, but he's going to be 

doing the marathon part of it.  Ben's going to be r unning 26 miles 

while pushing Shane in a specially modified three-w heeled racing 



wheelchair.  You see some pictures there, that's Sh ane.  They heard 

about this race, they've been doing this for a whil e now.  Ben's 

done a couple of half marathons with Shane.  Shane sits right in 

the front, and he catches all the bugs and all of t he other stuff, 

but -- so they applied for this triathlon, they put  together a 

team, put together, raised $7,000, rented a Winneba go and drove out 

to Iowa for this national meet.  And today's the da y that they 

race.  This is Shane getting his carb-loading, as K en was speaking 

about.  Shane is 20, 20 years old, he has Duchenne' s Muscular 

Dystrophy which is the worst kind that you could ha ve.  He's not 

expected to make it to his 30s.  There are very, ve ry few who ever 

do.  Shane started out as a youngster playing baseb all and has 

gotten to the point now where he is completely para lyzed except for 

his mouth and a little movement in his fingers.  Be n takes complete 

care of him.  He cares for him from showers to the toilet to 

getting him ready for school every day, and he want s him to have as 

good an experience as he could possibly have with t he remaining 

time he has here on earth.  He speaks to him a grea t deal about 

heaven and what's in store, and Shane is ready for that.  But I 

mention Ben, I'm mentioning Ben not just to brag, w hich I am 

obviously doing anyway, but to point out some of th e things that 

God has taught me through my son Ben.  Most of you know that Ben 

and his brother Dan were born eight weeks premature , 

two-and-a-half-pound preemies.  They had a real str uggle going 



through school.  There just was a lot of connection s that just 

weren't made, and they worked like crazy to get C's  and D's and to 

finally pass.  But one thing that stood out about t hem, one thing 

that we did from the day that they were as little b oys up until the 

time that they left home is we prayed every single day that God 

would give them wisdom.  And one thing that is asto unding about my 

boys Dan and Ben is they have extraordinary spiritu al wisdom.  Ben 

has been the director of Young Life's Capernaum Pro ject in 

Baltimore, he's stepping down from that, he wants t o expand the 

role, he wants to do some other things with the han dicapped in the 

Baltimore area.  But I speak to Ben about -- usuall y about two 

times a week, and he's -- we're on the phone all th e time.  We talk 

about the ups and the downs, the highs and the lows  of marriage and 

having four special needs kids, which is an incredi bly difficult 

thing, and he speaks about the frustrations that he  has.  The one 

thing that I wanted to bring out that Ben has taugh t me and 

schooled me and I would say instructed me in, is th e art of knowing 

where your heart is.  You know, if I 've heard Ben s ay it once, I 

think I've heard him say it a hundred times, "Dad, I know my 

heart's not right."  He's the one who would say tha t all the time.  

And whether it 's praying, whether it 's worshipping or reading God's 

word, Ben knows when his heart is not right.  He kn ows what these 

religious leaders had no clue about, and it has giv en him 

incredible insight and wisdom in living his life fo r the kingdom.  



He frequently asks me to pray for the state of his heart because he 

knows that it 's not healthy, or when he knows that it's not 

healthy.  

And our lesson for today really is a lesson in disc erning what 

spiritual heart health is.  You see, every one of u s has 

desperately wicked hearts.  We all do.  They're des perately wicked 

and deceitful above all else.  But we all have a gr eat God, a 

wonderful, glorious God, who loves us in spite of t hose hearts, and 

he wants nothing more than to cleanse us of the unr ighteousness and 

to create in us a clean heart and to renew in us a steadfast 

spirit, but again, all we have to do is ask.  And s o this morning, 

I want to collectively ask for each of us.  

Father, I just come before you this day and I ackno wledge we are 

forewarned and somewhat taken aback by reading in y our word about 

the hardness and the blindness and the deafness of these religious 

leaders, and we see the warning there.  If we don't  tend to our 

hearts, they can become hardened and they can blind  our eyes and 

stop our ears and make it impossible for us to hear .  Father, I 

pray not that I would have a flawless and perfect h eart but that 

you would create in me a clean heart.  I pray for e ach and every 

person sitting here in this congregation that they,  too, would seek 

out that same prayer, that they would ask for the h eart that only 



you can supply.  I pray that each and every one of us would pray 

that God would renew a steadfast spirit within each  of us because 

we can't on our own.  You've given us the task to b e the word in 

this world.  We don't have the ability to do that, but you have the 

ability to do that, and you delight in doing that i f we would but 

ask, and so Father, on behalf of his congregation, I ask, and I 

pray this in Jesus' name.  Amen.  


