
There are 7 baptisms in the Bible 

Passage Title Who What When How Why

1 Cor. 10:1-2 Unto Moses Old 
Testament 
Jews

No one got wet During the Exodus 
experience

No water Deliverance from enemies

Luke 3:1-8 John the 
Baptist

Jews under 
the Old 
Covenant

Fruits of 
repentance 
necessary

In anticipation of 
the ministry of the 
Messiah

Water Preparation for following 
Jesus under the Old 
Covenant

Matt. 3:13-17 Jesus Jesus The Father spoke 
and the Holy 
Spirit confirmed

At the initiation of 
His public Ministry

Water To establish Him as after the 
order of Melchisedec 
(Hebrews 7:1-22)

Acts 2:38 
(Essentially 
same as Luke 
3:1-8)

Peter/John 
the Baptist

Jews 
leaving 
Judaism for 
Christianity

They respond to 
the answer of 
“what must we 
do?”

At Pentecost with 
Jews from every 
nation (Acts 2:5)

Water To show the departure from 
Judaism to Christianity

Rom. 6:1-5; 1 
Peter 3:21

Death New 
Testament 
Christians 
“picture” of 
their 
salvation

The distinction 
between the 
“New” and “Old” 
man.

During the “church 
age”

No water To show others a picture of 
the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ 
through one’s testimony 

Matt. 3:11; 
John 20:22

Spirit The “seal” 
and 
“guarantee” 
of one’s 
relationship 
with the 
Lord

No gifts or 
“manifestations” 
mentioned

At the moment one 
believes in Jesus 
Christ as their 
personal Lord and 
Savior

No water To allow one to become the 
temple of the Holy Spirit 
since the veil has been torn.



Acts 8:27-39; 
Acts 16:26-33; 
Eph. 4:1

Church Those who 
professed 
faith in 
Jesus Christ

An act of 
obedience not 
belief

After one believes 
in Jesus Christ as 
their personal Lord 
and Savior

Water Baptism shows outwardly a 
demonstration of faith 
inwardly

Matt. 3:12 Fire Those who 
believe not

Judgment takes 
place

Upon death of an 
unbeliever

No water As a consequence to one’s 
unbelief


