The

First Congregational Church

of Woodstock

Declaring, “Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today,
and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

October 10th, 2021



The Order of Morning Worship

October 10th, 2021 Ten-thirty
Welcome Pastor Doug Warren
Prelude & Silent Prayer

< Call to Worship Psalm 86 Congregation

Pastor: We will praise You, O Lord our God, with our whole
hearts; we will glorify Your name forever; for You have
delivered us from the power of death.

Congregation: Bring joy to Your servants, O Lord, for to You we lift
up our souls. There is none like You; no deeds can
compare with Yours.

Pastor: All the nations You have made will come and worship
before You. They will bring glory to Your name, for You
alone are God.

Congregation: Teach us now Your way, O Lord, and we will live in
Your truth. Give us undivided hearts that we may
fear and praise Your great name.

& Hymn of Exultation #274 Thine Be the Glory Congregation
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- Thine Be the Glory "

Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Cor. 15:57
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Scriptural Call to Repentance ~ Psalm 46: 8 -9 Pastor

The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; He utters His voice, the earth melts.
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Come, behold
the works of the LORD, how he has brought desolations on the earth; he
breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire,

Collective Confession Congregation

Holy Father, we long to have You change our hearts. We confess to You that
we do not obey You as we should. We don’t think Your thoughts, speak Your
truth, or do the good that You command. We do not love our neighbors as
You have loved us. We bend the truth to our own purposes. We harbor
bitterness when we don’t get our own way. We neglect and leave the
oppressed with no defender. We break Your holy law and delight in what
You have forbidden. Merciful Lord, we humbly ask that You would forgive
us and change our hearts. Conform us to the image of Your Son. Holy Spirit,
work in us we pray, that we might be like You.

Silent Reflection and Confession

Proclamation of Forgiveness Psalm 130 Pastor

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? O Israel, put
your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love and with Him is full
redemption. He Himself will redeem Israel from all their sins.

Offering (collected from back to front) Congregation

Affirmation of Faith  The Westminster Shorter Catechism! ~ Congregation
Pastor: What is the chief end of man?

Congregation: Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him
forever.

Pastor: What rule has God given to direct us in how to glorify
and enjoy Him?

Congregation: The Word of God, which is contained in the
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is the
only rule to direct us as to how we may glorify and
enjoy Him.

& Creedal Song #735 Gloria Patri Congregation

UA catechism is a question and answer format for teaching the truths contained in Scripture. The Westminster Shorter Catechism was written in 1647 in England
primarily as an aid for teaching children. It has been used by congregations and families in both worship and instruction for the past 350 years.
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Gloria Patri

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the splendor
of his holiness. Ps. 29:2
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Scripture Reading 1 Corinthians 15:3-19 Pastor

3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, * that he was buried, that
he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, ° and that he
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. * Then he appeared to more than five
hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have
fallen asleep. ” Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all,
as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. ? For I am the least of the
apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of
God. ' But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was
not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was
not I, but the grace of God that is with me. ! Whether then it was I or they, so
we preach and so you believed.

2Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you
say that there is no resurrection of the dead? > But if there is no resurrection
of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. !* And if Christ has not been
raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. !> We are even
found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he
raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not
raised. !¢ For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 7 And
if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your
sins. ' Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. *If in
Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Deacons’ Offering (collected from back to front) Congregation
Pastoral Prayer Pastor
« Hymn of Reflection #265 Come, Ye Faithful, Congregation

Raise the Strain
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Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain

[ will sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted. Ex. 15:1
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The Sermon Pastor

“Governor Festus and King Agrippa”
Acts 25:13-27

3 Now when some days had passed, Agrippa the king and Bernice arrived
at Caesarea and greeted Festus. 14 And as they stayed there many days,
Festus laid Paul's case before the king, saying, “There is a man left prisoner
by Felix, 'S and when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of
the Jews laid out their case against him, asking for a sentence of
condemnation against him. ¢ answered them that it was not the custom of
the Romans to give up anyone before the accused met the accusers face to
face and had opportunity to make his defense concerning the charge laid
against him. 7 So when they came together here, I made no delay, but on
the next day took my seat onthe tribunal and ordered the man to be
brought. ® When the accusers stood up, they brought no charge in his case
of such evils as I supposed. 1° Rather they had certain points of dispute with
him about their own religion and about a certain Jesus, who was dead, but
whom Paul asserted to be alive. 2 Being at a loss how to investigate these
questions, I asked whether he wanted to go to Jerusalem and be tried there
regarding them. 2! But when Paul had appealed to be kept in custody for the
decision of the emperor, I ordered him to be held until I could send him to
Caesar.” ** Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I would like to hear the man
myself.” “Tomorrow,” said he, “you will hear him.”

23S0 on the next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp, and they
entered the audience hall with the military tribunes and the prominent men
of the city. Then, at the command of Festus, Paul was brought in. 24 And
Festus said, “King Agrippa and all who are present with us, you see this
man about whom the whole Jewish people petitioned me, both in Jerusalem
and here, shouting that he oughtnot to live any longer. 23 But I found that he
had done nothing deserving death. And as he himself appealed to the
emperor, I decided to go ahead and send him. 26 But I have nothing definite
to write to my lord about him. Therefore I have brought him before you all,
and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that, after we have examined
him, I may have something to write. ?’ For it seems to me unreasonable, in
sending a prisoner, not to indicate the charges against him.”

& Hymn of Response #286  Worship Christ, the Risen King!  Congregation



Worship Christ, the Risen King! 286

He is not here; he has risenl, just as he said. Matt. 28:6
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Text © 1986, Maranatha! MUSIC, All rights reserved. Used by permission.




Benediction Jude 24-25 Pastor
Pastor: To Him who is able to keep you from falling and to
present you before His glorious presence without fault
and with great joy—to the only God our Savior be glory,
majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, before all ages, now and forever more.
Congregation: Thanks be to God. Amen.

The Congregation may be seated after the Benediction for silent prayer.

Postlude

~~ Organist: Jonathan Denham ~~
~~ Please ensure cell phones are off ~~
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Deacons’ Offering — Today, October 10

Our church receives many requests for help from not just within our church body
but the community at large. The deacons have a great many opportunities to share
God’s love with folks in need, whether it is paying a bill for them or buying them
a pair of glasses. This is a vital ministry that our church has to reach into our
communities and share the gospel in a loving, gracious way. If you are in need
or know someone who is, please contact Dan Bruce, the Deacons’ Mercy
Minister at 802 — 457 — 3975 or email him at rhondan08@myfairpoint.net.

e a2 ]

Young Adult Fellowship Group will meet tonight
at 6 pm 1n the church library.
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Congregational Family Meeting

There will be a special Congregational Family Meeting on Sunday, October 17,
immediately following the worship service.

The elders and deacons will present the budget process for 2022 and there will be
time for Questions & Answers as well as discussion.
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Intro to FCCW Workshop

Interested in knowing more about FCCW? Want to explore questions about the
Bible in a small group? What does it mean to be a member? What opportunities
are there to serve at FCCW? Consider attending the Intro to FCCW
Workshop being offered Friday night, October 15 and Saturday morning, October
16. This two-part workshop will give insight into how FCCW functions and the

importance of membership. Please contact Kristen at fcewinfo@gmail.com to
register.

Session One—Worship

a. Wired for Worship

b. Gathered Worship

Session Two—Joyous Knowledge

a. Knowing The Redeemer Within His Church
b. Our Catholic Beliefs

c. Our Historic Practices

d. Our Evangelical Convictions

e. Our Reformed Beliefs

f. Our Congregational Heritage

Session Three—Radical Love for One Another
a. Charity Born of Character

b. Christian Sanctification

c. Living Together with Differences

Session Four— Extending His Grace

a. Two Parables and A Command

b. You Can’t Serve What You Ain’t Cookin’

c. What Does It Mean To Extend Christ’s Grace?
Session Five— Belonging to His Community
a. Understanding the Church

b. The Church as a Worshipping Community

c. The Church as a Worshipping Community

d. The Biblical Concept of Church Membership
e. Membership & Stewardship

f. Summary
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Women’s Ministry Survey

Ladies, ifyou haven’t yet filled out a Women’s Ministry survey they are available
on the back table. Please take a few minutes to let us know how our FCCW

Women’s Ministry can best serve you. Return completed surveys to Annie
Denham. Thank you!
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FCCW Library is Online!

The library committee is pleased to announce the new online access to the FCCW
library catalog. You will find the link at the bottom of the library page on the
church website https://fccw.net/church-library/

The service can be used on a smartphone or computer.
Type in a name or topic.

Presently the online catalog can only tell you if we own an item- it will not tell
you if the item has been checked out. You will have to come to the library to
check the shelf.

Click on “grid” to see a screen showing of all the items we have that match you
search. The “list” choice gives a one item at a time view.

You will have to cut and paste a subject heading from a particular item into the
search box if you want to find out if we have other items that share the subject.

When you do check out an item, please include the year in the date column of the
card at the back of the item. A calendar is found at the checkout area. Please also
include either a phone number or email address in the appropriate column of the
card. You will see a basket in which to leave the completed card.

Questions? fccwoodstocklibrary@gmail.com
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Market on the Green

The last day for Market on the Green this season will be this Wednesday, October
13! This has been such a great opportunity to reach out to children and families
in our community. Haven’t had a chance to be a part of the fun yet? Come join
us this week! We’ll be there from 3-6 pm and we’d love to see you. Contact
Hayley for more information at (785) 727-0756 or hayleylgriffith@gmailcom.
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Sunday School Teachers Needed

We are still in need of Sunday School teachers for the elementary age class.
Please prayerfully consider committing to teach one 4-6 week unit and investing
in the young lives of our church and community. For more information, please
contact Terri DeDell at dedellcrew(@gmail.com.

B e o e e e e (e e e o el () e () e e (e £ (s o (s [ e o) e e e [ oI e e e D e o) s e [ s (e (D s el [ecd e [~ s (e e el P~ [ [~ o o



Sermon Notes and Daily Devotional Pastor Doug Warren
First Congregational Church of Woodstock October 10, 2021

Morning Worship Service: Acts 25: 13 - 27

Governor Festus and King Agrippa

1. Festus Seeks Agrippa’s Help (13-22).

2.Agrippa and Bernice Add Pomp to the Show (23-27).

3.We Are lll-Equipped for the Truth of Christ’s Resurrection.

CONCLUSION: Festus had a problem. His prisoner, Paul, had appealed to
Ceasar, but Festus didn’t know what to list as charges. He knew the high priest’s
charges were bogus, but he didn’t know how to even talk about things like
resurrection from the dead. Agrippa was very familiar with Jewish customs, but
that didn’t prepare him for these weighty discussions either. King Jesus, on the
other hand, not only knows what to do with His resurrection, but is the One who
is alive forevermore. And He is coming for His people. Are we ready?



First Corinthians 15:3-19

3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, * that he was buried, that he was raised on
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, °and that he appeared to Cephas,
then to the twelve. ® Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time,
most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. ” Then he appeared
to James, then to all the apostles. ®Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared
also to me. °For I am the least of the apostles ...

2Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that
there is no resurrection of the dead? '* But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then
not even Christ has been raised. '* And if Christ has not been raised, then our
preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. > We are even found to be
misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he
did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. ' For if the dead are not raised,
not even Christ has been raised. '” And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is
futile and you are still in your sins.'® Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ
have perished. " If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most
to be pitied.

Luke 20:27-38

*’There came to himsome Sadducees,those who deny that there is a
resurrection, ** and they asked him a question, saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for
us that if a man’s brother dies, having a wife but no children, the man must take the
widow and raise up offspring for his brother.  Now there were seven brothers. The
first took a wife, and died without children.’® And the second *' and the third took
her, and likewise all seven left no children and died. *? Afterward the woman also
died. *3In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven
had her as wife.”

And Jesus said to them, “The sons of this age marry andare given in
marriage, *° but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the
resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage, ¢ for they cannot
die anymore, because they are equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons of the
resurrection. *’ But that the dead are raised, even Moses showed, in the passage
about the bush, where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac
and the God of Jacob. * Now he is not God of the dead, but of the living, for all live

to him.”



Taking Gathered Worship Home

“For want of a nail ... the kingdom was lost.” This old proverb gets at the
big consequences of seemingly little details. This week we are looking at
the inabilities of kings and governors to do even the simplest things that
children in the Kingdom of Jesus can do.

Please use the devotional material below each day this week to praise
Christ. Ask Jesus to teach us His ways that we may walk in them fto
accomplish His purposes.

Sunday Morning
READ Acts 25:12-27; First Corinthians 15:3-19; Galatians 1:11-17;
Luke 20:27-38; Romans 8:31-39. DISCUSS How is Jesus’ Kingdom
different from all others? How are you depending on Him alone?
MEDITATE on John 11:23-27. PRAY “Lord Jesus, You alone are King of
Kings and Lord of Lords.”

Sunday Evening
Come join the Young Adults’ Fellowship tonight at 6pm. Pray for them!

Monday
READ Acts 25:12-27; First Corinthians 15:3-19; First Thessalonians
4:13-18. DISCUSS Why is the resurrection of Jesus so central to
Christianity? Is it the basis for your hope? Why or why not? MEDITATE
on John 11:23-27. PRAY “Lord Jesus, reveal to me how Your victory
over death is my only hope.”

Tuesday

READ Acts 25:12-27; Galatians 1:11-17; Ephesians 3:1-7; Hebrews 1:1-
2:4. DISCUSS Why was Festus ill-equipped to deal with questions of
Christ’s resurrection? Why does Paul make a point of how the gospel he
preached was “not according to man” in his testimony? How is the
supernatural gospel of Jesus changing your life? MEDITATE on John
11:23-27. PRAY “Lord, keep us from bowing to idols. Embolden us we ask
You. Strengthen us each day to trust You.”



Wednesday
READ Acts 25:12-27; Luke 20:27-38; Exodus 3:1-15. DISCUSS How
does God identify Himself? Why? What is the significance of the
resurrection of the dead? Of Jesus specifically? MEDITATE on John
11:23-27. PRAY “Lord, You have promised to be with Your people and to
give us life. Thank You for securing that in Your resurrection, Jesus.”

Thursday
READ Acts 25:12-27; Romans 6:1-14; Hebrews 11:1-40. DISCUSS How
are Christ’s death and resurrection the entire basis for our living now? How
are you putting sin to death? How are you living in resurrection power?
MEDITATE on John 11:23-27. PRAY “Jesus, help us to trust You in in
life and death.”

Friday

READ Acts 25:12-27; First Corinthians 15:3-19; Galatians 1:11-17;
Luke 20:27-38; Romans 8:31-39. DISCUSS, What have you been
learning from these passages this week? REPENT of whatever the Holy
Spirit is pointing out in your life! MEDITATE on John 11:23-27. PRAY
for FCCW.

Saturday
PREPARE today for the worship service tomorrow. READ Acts 26:1-
32. Invite others to join you for either in-person or [ive-stream
service tomorrow. Ask Jesus to empower us with His resurrection.

John 11:23-27

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 2* Martha said to him, “I
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” % Jesus
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in
me, though he die, yet shall he live, 2° and everyone who lives and believes
in me shall never die. Do you believe this?”?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the
world.”



