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Matthew 10:32-39  32  Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also 
before my Father which is in heaven.  33  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny 
before my Father which is in heaven.  34  Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to 
send peace, but a sword.  35  For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter 
against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.  36  And a man's foes shall be they 
of his own household.  37  He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.  38  And he that taketh not his cross, and 
followeth after me, is not worthy of me.  39  He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life 
for my sake shall find it.  
 
Jesus has called the twelve apostles together and has given them a charge to go preach the 
gospel to the children of Israel and to heal those who need to be made well along the way. The 
earlier verses in chapter 10 are Jesus’ guidance and warnings regarding what the apostles should 
expect as they go forward and preach and heal. Verses 32-39 describe the traits of the true 
follower of Jesus and the effects of following Jesus. 
 
32  Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also 
before my Father which is in heaven.  
 

(Parallel) Luke 12:8  Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him 
shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God:   

 
To confess something is to own and acknowledge something. To confess Jesus Christ is to own 
him for who he truly is and acknowledge his work of salvation in us. It is not something that is 
hidden in us. It is something that is publicly demonstrated by us. Not one time, but continually 
in both word and deed. 
 

Romans 10:8-11  But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach;  9  That if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.  10  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  11  For the scripture saith, 
Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 

 
Confession is a bold verbal proclamation of belief in the resurrection of Jesus Christ that 
indicates God’s work of salvation has taken place in the heart. 
 

Matthew 16:13-17  When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?  14  And they said, Some say 
that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.  15  He 
saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?  16  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God.  17  And Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 
my Father which is in heaven. 

 
John 6:66-69  From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.  
67  Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away?  68  Then Simon Peter answered him, 
Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.  69  And we believe 
and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God. 
 
1 John 4:15  Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in 
him, and he in God. 
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Peter’s “good confession” is a foundation of our faith and of our understanding of God’s 
kingdom, for by it we may discern those whom God has regenerated and given faith unto.  
 
33  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father 
which is in heaven. 
 

(Parallel) Luke 12:9  But he that denieth me before men shall be denied before the 
angels of God. 
 

Denial is the opposite of confession. It is a disowning and rejection of something. Denial of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ and of his divinity or sovereignty as the son of God is grounds for 
his denial of us before God and the angels. 
 

2 Timothy 2:11-13  It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with 
him:  12  If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:  13  
If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. 
 
Matthew 7:21-23  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  22  Many 
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have 
cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?  23  And then will I profess unto 
them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

 
Titus 1:15-16  Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving 
is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.  16  They profess that they 
know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto 
every good work reprobate. 

 
Denial is proved not only in word but also in deed. The work of God’s grace in the heart 
produces good works in the life of the saved. The actions of God upon his elect and their actions 
which result from God’s works bring division. 
 
34  Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but 
a sword.   
 

(Parallel) Luke 12:51  Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but 
rather division: 
 

Jesus is prophesying to us. While there is peace found in him through the reconciliation of 
mankind to God in his sacrifice upon the cross, the work of the Holy Ghost in those who are 
reconciled creates division (on earth) between them and those who God has not chosen unto 
salvation. We are, by God’s design and will, separated from the unregenerate, so division, 
tribulation, and persecution are expected for the Christian who is living out the confessing life. 

 
Ephesians 6:17  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God: 

 
Hebrews 4:12-13  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  13  Neither is there any 
creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him 
with whom we have to do. 
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The word of God, the sword of the Spirit, is that which causes division. It lays open what is true 
and false. It reveals the regenerate and unregenerate.  
 
35  For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter 
against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.   
 

(Reference) Micah 7:6-7  For the son dishonoureth the father, the daughter riseth up against 
her mother, the daughter in law against her mother in law; a man's enemies are the men of his 
own house.  7  Therefore I will look unto the LORD; I will wait for the God of my 
salvation: my God will hear me. 

 
Jesus is explaining the nature of the Christian life. The work of God in a man may cause that 
man to be at odds with those he is genetically and physically closest to. 
 

Matthew 4:17-22  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.  18  And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two 
brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were 
fishers.  19  And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.  20  And 
they straightway left their nets, and followed him.  21  And going on from thence, he saw 
other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee 
their father, mending their nets; and he called them.  22  And they immediately left the 
ship and their father, and followed him. 

 
Mark 2:13-15  And he went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude resorted unto 
him, and he taught them.  14  And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at 
the receipt of custom, and said unto him, Follow me. And he arose and followed him.  15  
And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house, many publicans and sinners sat also 
together with Jesus and his disciples: for there were many, and they followed him. 

 
36  And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. 
 
Jesus is speaking to his apostles, referring to the nature of the Jews in his day, which the 
prophecy of Micah is concerning. Nonetheless, in our day the word of God and the works of God 
in man are just as divisive. Much of humanism focuses upon a brotherhood between all men, but 
our family is not earthly. 
 

Matthew 12:46-50  While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his 
brethren stood without, desiring to speak with him.  47  Then one said unto him, Behold, thy 
mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with thee.  48  But he answered 
and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren?  49  And 
he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my 
brethren!  50  For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the 
same is my brother, and sister, and mother. 

 
37  He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 
 

Matthew 8:19-23  And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will follow thee 
whithersoever thou goest.  20  And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds 
of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.  21  And another of his 
disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.  22  But Jesus 
said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead.  23  And when he was entered 
into a ship, his disciples followed him. 
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Matthew 19:27-30  Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken 
all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?  28  And Jesus said unto them, Verily I 
say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit 
in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  
29  And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an 
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.  30  But many that are first shall be last; 
and the last shall be first. 

 
Jesus expects his followers to put him first before all other things, including their family and 
friends. “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” They are to seek the kingdom of God first. 
 
38  And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 
 
Jesus does not hold back. He tells the apostles that those who confess him will be willing to 
carry the burden of division, to forsake all others, and to follow him to sacrifice themselves as he 
did for them. 
 

Luke 9:23  And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily, and follow me. 
 
Romans 12:1-2  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service.  2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
 
Ephesians 5:1-2  Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;  2  And walk in love, 
as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to 
God for a sweetsmelling savour. 
 

39  He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall 
find it. 
 

(Parallel) John 12:25-26  He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in 
this world shall keep it unto life eternal.  26  If any man serve me, let him follow me; and 
where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour. 
 

Jesus is saying that finding him and pursuing him over all others is finding life and peace in 
him. Looking to our self or to others for life and peace only leads to disappointment and 
condemnation. 

 
Mark 8:34-38  And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said 
unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me.  35  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose 
his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it.  36  For what shall it profit a 
man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  37  Or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul?  38  Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be 
ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 
 

We find ourselves in the midst of an idolatrous and sinful generation. Every Christian does. Though times 
have changed, God’s expectation of us has not: confession of Christ, denial of self, bearing the burden of 
the gospel, and following Christ to the end are still what we are expected to do. 


