
Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
10/13/2019 
1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

1 

 

1 Corinthians 1:26-31   
 
26a  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are called:   
 
Webster’s 1828 defines “calling” as “divine summons, vocation, or invitation” and Strong’s 
defines the Greek word “klesis” as “an invitation (figuratively)”. Webster’s 1828 also defines 
“vocation” as “a calling by the will of God; or the bestowment of God's distinguishing grace upon 
a person or nation, by which that person or nation is put in the way of salvation; as the vocation 
of the Jews under the old dispensation, and of the Gentiles under the gospel”. What does Paul 
mean by “calling”? Consider the calling of Abram as an example: 
 

Genesis 12:1-4  Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew 
thee:  2  And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; 
and thou shalt be a blessing:  3  And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.  4  So Abram departed, as the 
LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years 
old when he departed out of Haran. 

 
Isaiah 41:2-4  Who raised up the righteous man from the east, called him to his 
foot, gave the nations before him, and made him rule over kings? he gave them as the 
dust to his sword, and as driven stubble to his bow.  3  He pursued them, and passed safely; even 
by the way that he had not gone with his feet.  4  Who hath wrought and done it, calling the 
generations from the beginning? I the LORD, the first, and with the last; I am he. 

 
As with Abram, God called the Corinthians out of their country (paganism and idolatry), away 
from their kith and kin (unregenerate Gentiles), and made them part of his kingdom (of God 
and heaven). God alone accomplished the work.  
 

Romans 11:29  For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 
 
God’s work of calling is one that he will not and cannot turn away from. Paul asks the 
Corinthians to “see” their “calling”, that the nature of it is of God, for only God would choose 
those he chose to salvation. Men would not choose as God chooses. 
 

Matthew 19:23-26  Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich 
man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.  24  And again I say unto you, It is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into 
the kingdom of God.  25  When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, 
saying, Who then can be saved?  26  But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men 
this is impossible; but with God all things are possible. 

 
26b  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are called:   
 
“Not many” does not mean “not any”. But God does not call men into his kingdom based upon 
their ability, strength, or station in this life. God calls men without respect of persons.  
 

Deuteronomy 10:17  For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great 
God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward: 
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27  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and 
God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are 
mighty;   
 
Peter and John preached the gospel to the Jewish “rulers, and elders, and scribes, and Annas the 
high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the 
high priest…at Jerusalem” in Acts 4 and the Jews were confounded in their wisdom and their 
strength by the fishermen from Galilee. 
 

Acts 4:13  Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they 
were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that 
they had been with Jesus. 

 
Hawker on Acts 4:13-22: I pray the Reader never to lose sight of that most precious doctrine, 
that it was God the Spirit speaking in the Apostles, and by them: for without this steady 
eye to the Lord, we shall be apt to ascribe the boldness of the servants, to their own 
strength; and forget the source from whence they derived it. I admire the different 
apprehension of words in the world’s dictionary, from that of grace. Those doctors of the law, it is 
said, perceived that those Apostles were unlearned and ignorant men. Yes! In relation to human 
sciences, and vain philosophy, falsely so called, Peter and John had received no education. But 
the Holy Ghost, in giving his testimony, concerning that wisdom which is from 
above, and which maketh wise unto salvation through the faith which is in Christ 
Jesus; speaks very differently. He saith, that the precious things of his inspired word, and 
which to carnal men are hard to be understood, it is the unlearned and unstable, (that is, in divine 
science,) wrest as they do also the other Scriptures to their own destruction, (2 Peter 3:16) And 
here was a striking proof of it! For while those great men stood confounded and ashamed, unable 
to say anything in their own justification; the poor Apostles silenced, and overawed them all! 
Reader! doth not the same doctrine, and from the same cause, operate in the present 
hour? The weapons of our warfare (said Paul,) are not carnal, but mighty through God, to the 
pulling down of strong holds, (2 Corinthians 10:4). And how otherwise should it be, that we 
sometimes see weak things of the world confound the things which are mighty, and 
foolish things confound what the world esteems wise; were it not that God hath 
chosen such for his instruments, to make manifest, that the excellency is of God, 
and not of men. Oh! the blessedness when men, taught and influenced by God the Spirit, come 
forth in the Lord’s name, sent by the Lord’s ordination, and crowned with the Lord’s blessing 
upon their labors! 

 
28a  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God 
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:   
 
The Lord Jesus Christ was despised by men. 
 

Isaiah 53:2-3  For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry 
ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty 
that we should desire him.  3  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not. 
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But God chose Jesus to be Lord and Christ before time began to save his people from their sins 
(Matthew 1:21). 
 

1 Peter 1:18-21  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your 
fathers;  19  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot:  20  Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was 
manifest in these last times for you,  21  Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up 
from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. 

 
God works through those things that seem foolish, weak, base, and despised to bring glory to his 
name and his name alone so that the faith and hope of the child of God might be in the words 
and works God, rather than in the words and works of men. 
 
28b  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:   
 
When John and Jesus began preaching, they preached “the kingdom of heaven is at hand” 
(Matthew 3:2, 4:17), but the kingdom of heaven (or “of God” Mark 1:14-15) is invisible to the 
physical eyes of men.  
 

Luke 17:20-21  And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God 
should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with 
observation:  21  Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of 
God is within you. 

 
But God would bring his spiritual and eternal kingdom (“things which are not”) into power 
through the Lord Jesus Christ and with it remove and destroy (“bring to nought”) the former 
physical and temporal (“things that are”) kingdom.  
 

Matthew 21:42-45  Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone 
which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, 
and it is marvellous in our eyes?  43  Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be 
taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.  44  And 
whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind 
him to powder.  45  And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his parables, 
they perceived that he spake of them. 

 
No man would or could even begin to form in his mind the kingdom that God has established 
through the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Daniel 7:13-14  I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with 
the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before 
him.  14  And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed. 

 
It is to be understood that it is God alone who works his sovereign will to perform these things 
and he alone should receive all glory and praise for what he has accomplished. There is no word 
or work of man that can add a single soul to the kingdom of heaven (God). Therefore there is no 
man who can claim any glory for any righteous work in the presence of God. 
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29  That no flesh should glory in his presence.   
 
God uses things that are “foolish”, “weak”, “base”, “despised”, and “not” to keep his children 
from glorifying those things that opposite; to keep them focused upon him and his glory.  
  

Jeremiah 9:23-24  Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither 
let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches:  24  But let him 
that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the 
LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these 
things I delight, saith the LORD. 

 
But the Corinthians had glorified men when they had taken Paul, Apollos, and Peter, and had 
elevated them to a place where they were glorified (verse 12). When they elevated men, they 
lowered God in their hearts and their minds and this caused divisions among the members of 
the congregation. Jesus is present among the congregation when two or more are gathered in his 
name and all glory should be given unto the Father and the Son forever for what they have done. 
 

Revelation 5:11-14  And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the 
throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands of thousands;  12  Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and 
blessing.  13  And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and 
such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, 
and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and 
ever.  14  And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and 
worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever. 

 
30  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:   
 
It is “of him” (God) alone that the children of God are “in Christ Jesus” through unconditional 
election. And it is “of God” that the Lord Jesus Christ becomes their source of true “wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption”. These spiritual and eternal things, which 
the physical and temporal world has no ability to understand, are given to the saints through the 
work of the Holy Ghost.  
 
31  That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 
 
And this is, as the Westminster Shorter Catechism states, the “chief end of man”: “to glorify God, 
and to enjoy him forever”. May the children of God know that their calling is of God and God 
alone and understand that the works of God in them, and in the congregation, and in the world, 
are purposed to bring glory to him alone. Soli Deo Gloria! 


