
Thankful Faith 
 
On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. And as he 
entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up their 
voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” When he saw them he said to them, “Go 
and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. Then one of 
them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he 
fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus 
answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found to return and 
give praise to God except this foreigner?” And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your 
faith has made you well.” (Luke 17:11-19) 
 
When Jesus healed ten lepers of their terrible disease, only one of them turned back to 
thank him. And he was a Samaritan. His thankfulness was a feature of true wellness. Jesus 
commended him, saying ‘your faith has made you well’ (Luke 17:19).  
 
Are you a thankful person? Is it part of your prayer life? Is it a mark of your faith? Paul says: 
‘Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you. (1Thess. 5:16—18)’. 
 
We are not admonished to give thanks for all circumstances. Some circumstances can be 
very difficult, very painful, very tragic, and deeply influenced by the forces of darkness, and 
we would rightly, prefer them to be far different. No. We are rather, to give thanks in all 
circumstances, to God, who is working all things, together for the good of those who love 
him, and are called according to his purpose.  
 
Local historian, Win Johnson recently went home to the Lord.  As her bodily capacities 
decreased, it was very heartening to hear of her comments to several people, that she was 
feeling very thankful for her blessed life.  Thankfulness to God, is an important quality to 
have, as we go about daily life. Count your many blessings. Name them one by one.  
 
In exchanging the truth of God for a lie, one of the tell-tale marks of our sinful humanity, is 
that  ‘they did not give thanks to him, but became futile in their thinking’ (Romans 1:21). Not 
to give thanks to God, is to be curled up into yourself.  Your own futile system of thought 
then becomes your cruel master. And what a dangerous master it can be. 
 
Conversely, to become a thankful person is part of our new birth (John 3:6) of the Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit shows us that in the cross, the thankless, self-centred humanity was crucified 
with Jesus Christ.  In the great exchange, he became us. And by grace, we became new in 
him, raised up members of the new creation, filled with thankfulness, assured of life eternal.  
 
Prayer: ‘We give thanks to you O God, we give thanks; your name is near. People tell of your 
wondrous deeds’ (Ps. 75:1).  
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Prayers of Thanks 
We give thanks Lord for the gift of faith. We give thanks for Jesus death and resurrection. We 
give thanks for the forgiveness of sins. We give thanks for the gift of the Holy Spirit guiding 
our lives. We give thanks for family, friends, and for a future hope, secured. We give thanks 
for the beauty of the Australian landscape. We give thanks for our oceans and rivers. We give 
thanks for the variety of creatures we see each day, for dogs and cats, birds and lizards, cattle 
and sheep. We give thanks for the clean air we breathe in daily. We give thanks for the 
abundance of food and clean water. We give thanks for the healing we experience in our 
bodies, for the medical professionals in our community. We give thanks for our teachers and 
mentors. We give thanks for music. We give thanks for art and literature. We give thanks for 
laughter, and for those who make us laugh. We give thanks for tears, and for the comfort of 
the Spirit. We give thanks for a way forward …. Thank you, our Redeeming Lord.  
 
 
 


