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The Mystery of the Gospel – Part 2

Introduction
a. objectives

1. subject – Paul discusses the mystery of the gospel as the message of the inclusion of Gentiles
2. aim – to cause us to clearly and properly define the central message of the gospel to the world
3. passage – Ephesians 3:1-13

b. outline
1. The Importance of the Mystery (Ephesians 3:1-5)
2. The Center of the Mystery (Ephesians 3:6)
3. The Extent of the Mystery (Ephesians 3:7-13)

c. opening
1. another example to help understand Ephesians 3

a. in the face of a hurricane and another mass-killing event in Las Vegas, the natural question that 
we might ask is: why – why does a good God allow suffering to (seemingly!) go “unanswered?”
1. i.e. the ancient issue of theodicy: the justification of the existence of evil
2. or, is there purpose to this world other than just “random” violence and destruction?

b. (quickly) as believers in a sovereign God, we would answer with:
1. evil is caused by a world of fallen human beings, and cannot be blamed directly upon God
2. evil is constrained by God, thus the world could be far more evil than it is
3. evil is conditional of fallen human creatures granted a “free” will by their Creator
4. evil is carefully used by God as he works out his plan of redemption (e.g. Christ’s crucifixion)
5. evil is characteristic of a larger vision of history, beyond the reductionist view that we see

c. (in a way) Ephesians 3:1-13 addresses this question by suggesting that there is much more 
going on here than first meets the eye (hold that thought …)

2. another rhetorical division that invades Ephesians 3 (v. 7)
a. division #1: Paul pauses in bringing specific instructions to the Ephesians in order to be sure that 

they fully understand what he has already said (a transition between indicative and imperative)
1. he addresses the mystery of the gospel – something formerly hidden, but is now revealed
2. namely, that in the gospel, God is drawing people from every ethnicity together in salvation

b. division #2: Paul pauses (again!) to bring understanding of the extent of this mystery – that this 
revelation is much more than just God saving Gentiles (something is playing out here…)

III. The Extent of the Mystery (Ephesians 3:7-13)

Content
a. the minister of the mystery (vv. 7-8a)

1. (again) Paul turns to his own position before the Ephesians (as in v. 1)
a. but (this time) he is not so concerned with his authority as with his role

2. Paul knows and relates a number of things about his call here:
a. that this call was “made” (passive, aorist) upon him = lit. became; (in the aorist) it was done to him

1. i.e. he did not choose this call; it was thrust upon him (Acts 26:16f)
“for I [Jesus] have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you [i.e. to choose you in advance] as a servant and witness to the things in which you have 
seen me and to those in which I will appear to you, delivering you from your people and from the Gentiles—to whom I am sending you …”

b. that this call made him a “minister” (diakonos) of the gospel = lit. a deacon; a servant; an attendant
1. i.e. pastors/elders as ministers – applying the details of the gospel to the lives of believers

c. that this call was a “gift of God’s grace” = a radical choice of God to honor him as a messenger
1. i.e. Paul never looked upon this calling as something to be despised or downplayed

d. that this call was “by the working of [Christ’s] power” = an intervention directly by Christ himself
1. i.e. a reference to his personal and intimate conversion on the road to Damascus

e. that this call humbled him as “the least of all the saints” = utterly aware of his own sinfulness
1. i.e. that sense within the true minister of being a “fraud” – preaching about subjects that he 

has not yet mastered; exhorting obedience in areas that he has not yet had success himself
2. it is only by “grace given” that he (or anyone!) is able to preach the gospel and see fruit

3. the personal nature of Paul’s remarks here are used to underscore the importance of the mystery 
he is revealing to the world through his preaching and teaching (in his role as an apostle)
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b. the substance of the mystery (vv. 8b-9)
1. the message of the gospel going out to the Gentiles (through Paul) has two (2) primary parts:

a. part #1: the “unsearchable riches of Christ” = the value of redemption in Christ (chaps. 1-2)
1. i.e. all of what it means to be included in the decree of God, to be raised from the dead, to 

come to faith in the completed work of Christ, and to be joined together as a new people
b. part #2: the “mystery hidden for ages” = the great revelation that comes through this gospel

1. i.e. something even greater that comes to light as the gospel goes out into the world
2. the fact that God is choosing to include a people from every ethnicity, etc.
3. but a greater revelation sits “above” that message (i.e. a higher purpose even)
4. or, the inclusion of Gentiles in the redemption of Christ is only the “tip of the iceberg”

2. hint: this revelation flows out of God’s purpose as he “created all things”
a. IOW: the gospel certainly reveals that God is redeeming people from all over, but, it also reveals 

something far greater – there is a “mystery” unfolding here at the very center of creation itself
3. the mystery: God is using a great cosmic drama, being played out through the “church” in 

time and space, to “bring to light” his “manifold wisdom” to a “heavenly” audience
c. the drama of the mystery (v. 10)

1. the allegory of a cosmic drama as it would relate to a typical stage play
a. e.g. my own personal theater experience as a way to “describe” this great cosmic drama
b. allegory = a story or word-picture which can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning, in which 

the individual details bear some resemblance to that which is being revealed
2. the elements of the allegory (drama) – how this cosmic drama is being played out

a. the stage upon which the drama plays out – the creation itself (“who created all things”; v. 9)
1. all of human history is the stage – particularly that portion of human history which overlaps with 

redemptive history – the creative decree of God and its purpose within this world
2. i.e. human history is not random – it is a carefully determined course (i.e. stage)

b. the producer and director of the drama being played out (the Father and the Spirit; implied)
1. producer = the Father, the one who establishes and purposes the drama itself (i.e. by decree)
2. director = the Spirit, who carefully orchestrates the events under the purpose of the Father

c. the cast through which the drama plays out (Jesus “through the church”; v. 10a)
1. Jesus is the lead actor of this cosmic drama – the Son enters onto the stage (i.e. into the world) 

to participate as a member of the cast (i.e. God himself becomes a participant)
2. the church is the supporting cast of the drama – we, as those identified with the protagonist, 

act within the purpose of God to “complete” the story
a. i.e. according to Paul, the church is the center of human history now (although Paul probably 

assumes that all men of faith from the beginning are part of this supporting cast)
d. the script (or story) of the drama being played out (“the gospel”; v. 7)

1. the gospel (i.e. Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of God’s promises) is the script being 
communicated to the world through the church as to the meaning of life itself (i.e. all other 
messages of this world regarding “purpose” are irrelevant)

2. (pause) the church failing to get this right is like: 1) the actors sitting in the audience (i.e. as 
spectators), 2) the actors mute (i.e. without a message), or 3) the actors speaking of things 
unrelated to the play (i.e. as missing the point)

e. the audience to whom the drama is being played out (“rulers and authorities …”; v. 10b)
1. “in the heavenly places” = an audience of supernatural creatures (i.e. angels)

a. obviously, not in “earthly” places (i.e. not necessarily kings, queens, or presidents)
b. a race of beings designed specifically to watch this drama unfold; to be the audience (even 

as partial participants) to whom the “manifold wisdom” of God is displayed
1. Paul makes reference to “elect angels” in 1 Timothy 5:21 – set apart for a purpose
2. but, there is no mention of redemption for angels anywhere in Scripture
3. i.e. they are elect to “watch” as God shows them his purposes in creation and redemption

c. this does not preclude all of us also seeing this purpose as a part of the audience
e. the purpose of the mystery (v. 11)

1. the climax (central message of the story) to which this drama is building as it is played out
2. “he has realized” (past tense) = to accomplish the “eternal purpose” that he had in creating: to glorify 

himself in all of history; creation, redemption, and consummation (John 17:1-5)
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have 
given him. And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work 
that you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.”

3. to bring glory to God = to draw all attention to God – to turn the attention of all creatures away from 
temporal things to the fullest nature of God which has now been made known in the creation
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f. the value of the mystery (vv. 12-13)
1. the value that this drama has upon the audience as it is played out
2. “boldness” and “confidence,” and we do not “lose heart” over what he is (or we are) “suffering”

a. as we come to fully understand that history is not random, that God is playing out his cosmic 
drama through us (the church) to an audience being shown the fullness of his glory, we are 
emboldened to go out with the message and play our part
“… you and I are the players in this drama. Satan is attacking, and the angels are straining forward to look on. Are they seeing the ‘manifold wisdom’ of God in you 
as you go through your part and speak your lines? They must see it, for it can be seen in you alone. It is there—where you work and play and think and speak—
that the meaning and end of history is found.” (Boice, Ephesians, pg. 106)


