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The proper Christian life is based upon the great truth that Christ’s return is imminent. 

I. The Christian’s happy expectation is that Jesus is coming back for us and to judge 

the world. (v. 13a) 

A day of the LORD is coming, Jerusalem, when your possessions will be plundered and divided 

up within your very walls. I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight against it… Then 

the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, as he fights on a day of battle. On that day 

his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be 

split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the mountain moving north 

and half moving south. You will flee by my mountain valley, for it will extend to Azel. You 

will flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD 

my God will come, and all the holy ones with him. 

On that day there will be neither sunlight nor cold, frosty darkness. It will be a unique day—a 

day known only to the LORD—with no distinction between day and night. When evening 

comes, there will be light. On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half of it east 

to the Dead Sea and half of it west to the Mediterranean Sea, in summer and in winter. The 

LORD will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one LORD, and his name the 

only name. (Zechariah 14:1-9) 

 

“If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those 

days will be shortened. At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, 

‘There he is!’ do not believe it. For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform 

great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you ahead of 

time. 

“So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the wilderness,’ do not go out; or, ‘Here he is, in the 

inner rooms,’ do not believe it. For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the 

west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures 

will gather. 

“Immediately after the distress of those days 

“‘the sun will be darkened, 

    and the moon will not give its light; 

the stars will fall from the sky, 

    and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ 

“Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth 

will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and 

great glory. And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect 

from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 



“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, 

you know that summer is near. Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, 

right at the door. Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these 

things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 

the Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in 

the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up 

to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the 

flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 

Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding 

with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But 

understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was 

coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also 

must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 

“Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in 

his household to give them their food at the proper time? It will be good for that servant whose 

master finds him doing so when he returns. Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his 

possessions. But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, ‘My master is staying away 

a long time,’ and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. 

The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is 

not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Matthew 24:22-51) 

 

Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 

“I Am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty 

One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” (Mark 14:61b-62) 

 

Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must 

follow me.” (John 21:22) 

 

After his suffering, Jesus presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he 

was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of 

God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not 

leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 

about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.” 

Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 

He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 

authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 



They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 

white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the 

sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 

way you have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:3-11) 

 

According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the 

coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord 

himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel 

and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are 

still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 

air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these 

words. (1 Thessalonians 4:15-18) 

 

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven 

spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from 

the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a 

kingdom and priests to serve His God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and 

ever! Amen. 

“Look, he is coming with the clouds,” 

    and “every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him”; 

    and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.” 

So shall it be! Amen. 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to 

come, the Almighty.” (Revelation 1:4b-8) 

 

Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following 

their own evil desires. They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our 

ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” But they 

deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was 

formed out of water and by water. By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and 

destroyed. By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for 

the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and 

a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 

understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone 

to come to repentance. 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 

elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. 

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought 

to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That 

day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the 



heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 

where righteousness dwells. 

So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found 

spotless, blameless and at peace with him. (2 Peter 3:3-14) 

 

II. Christ’s death bought our freedom from God’s wrath and our enslavement to sin. (v. 

14a) 

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45) 

 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the 

riches of God’s grace… (Ephesians 1:7) 

 

But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, He went 

through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to 

say, is not a part of this creation. He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; 

but He entered the Most Holy Place once for all by His own blood, thus obtaining eternal 

redemption. The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are 

ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. How much more, then, 

will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself unblemished to God, 

cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! 

For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive 

the promised eternal inheritance—now that He has died as a ransom to set them free from the 

sins committed under the first covenant. (Hebrews 9:11-15) 

 

Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to 

you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. As obedient children, do not conform to the 

evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be 

holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” 

Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time as 

foreigners here in reverent fear. For you know that it was not with perishable things such as 

silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from 

your ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was 

chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 

Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your 

faith and hope are in God. (1 Peter 1:13-21) 

 

Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, 

brothers and sisters, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedly from 

us—whether by a prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter—asserting that the day of the Lord 

has already come. Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the 

rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. He will 



oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets 

himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 

Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things? And now you 

know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. For the secret 

power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do 

so till he is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord 

Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 

The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with how Satan works. He will use all 

sorts of displays of power through signs and wonders that serve the lie, and all the ways that 

wickedness deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth 

and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe 

the lie and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in 

wickedness. (2 Thessalonians 2:1-12) 

 

In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore, do 

not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer any part of 

yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who 

have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of 

righteousness. For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but 

under grace. 

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means! Don’t 

you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the 

one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which 

leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have 

come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. You 

have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 

I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used 

to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer 

yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. When you were slaves to sin, you 

were free from the control of righteousness. What benefit did you reap at that time from the 

things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! But now that you have been set 

free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the 

result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:11-23) 

 

III. Not only to redeem us but to transform us by cleansing us from sin so that we can do 

good works. (v. 14b) 

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 

ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive 

us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:7-9) 

 



Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. 

But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All 

who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. (1 John 3:2-3) 

 

But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform 

our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. (Philippians 3:20-21) 

 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that 

you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received 

mercy, but now you have received mercy. Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to 

abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. Live such good lives among the 

pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify 

God on the day he visits us. (1 Peter 2:9-12) 

 

… and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags… (Isaiah 64:6b) 

 

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even 

when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us 

up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the 

coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to 

us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s 

handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to 

do. (Ephesians 2:4-10) 

 

IV. The pastor’s job is not to make people feel good about themselves, but to help them 

understand God and what He wants from us. (v. 15) 

How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to your word. (Psalm 

119:9) 

For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living 

and enduring word of God. (1 Peter 1:23) 

 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view 

of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the word; be prepared in 

season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful 

instruction. For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to 

suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their 

itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 

(2 Timothy 4:1-4) 

 



For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates 

even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the 

heart. (Hebrews 4:12) 

 

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 

disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. 

How can you say that we shall be set free?” 

Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no 

permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. So if the Son sets you free, you 

will be free indeed. (John 8:31-36) 


