
The Canons of Dort (1619) 

Fifth Head of Doctrine 

(The Perseverance of the Saints) 

LORD’S DAY #41 

 

Article 7  

Leader: For in the first place, in these falls He preserves in 

them the incorruptible seed of regeneration from perishing or 
being totally lost; and again, by His Word and Spirit He 

certainly and effectually renews them to repentance, to a 

sincere and godly sorrow for their sins, that they may seek and 

obtain remission in the blood of the Mediator, may again 

experience the favor of a reconciled God, through faith adore 

His mercies, and henceforward more diligently work out their 

own salvation with fear and trembling. 

Article 8  

People: Thus it is not in consequence of their own merits or 

strength, but of God’s free mercy, that they neither totally 

fall from faith and grace nor continue and perish finally in 

their backslidings; which, with respect to themselves is not 

only possible, but would undoubtedly happen; but with 

respect to God, it is utterly impossible, since His counsel 

cannot be changed nor His promise fail; neither can the call 

according to His purpose be revoked, nor the merit, 

intercession, and preservation of Christ be rendered 

ineffectual, nor the sealing of the Holy Spirit be frustrated 

or obliterated. 
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