David Refusesto take Vengeance on Saul. | Samud 24 12/7/08 #28

I. Introduction.

Il. David spares Saul’slifein the cave near Engedi. 24:1-7

A. Saul again pursues David. v. 1-2

B. David has his golden opportunity to kill Saul. v. 3-5
1. Saul isan extremely vulnerable position. v. 3 Judg. 3:24 1 Ki. 18
2. David’smen are surethe LORD hasgiven him this chanceto kill Saul. v. 4a
3. Why does David cut off the edge of Saul’srobe? v. 4b 15:27f 18:4 | Ki. 11:30ff
4. David isconscience-stricken. v.5b 11 Sam. 24:10

C. David will not let harm cometo Saul. v. 6-7
1. Herefusesto stretch out hishand against the LORD’sanointed. v. 6 10:6,10
16:13 26:11 Ex. 22:28
2. David forcefully restrains his men from rising up against Saul. v. 7a
3. David lets Saul escape unharmed. v. 7b

I11. David proclaims hisinnocenceto Saul. v. 8-15

A. David showsrespect to Saul. v. 8,11 26:17f Pr. 24:21

B. David makeshisdefense. v. 9-11,13-14 Pr. 25:15,21-22

1. “Don’t listen to those who falsely accuse me of treason.” v. 9 26:19 Pr. 29:12

2. “1 had mercy upon you when | could have easly killed you. v. 10

3. “I have physical proof of my innocence.” v. 1la

4. "1 haverestrained myself in spite of all the evil you have done against me.” v.
11b
“My actions provethat thereisno wickednessin me.” v. 13 Mk. 7:20-23 | s. 32: 6ff
“Why waste your time chasing someone who isno threat to you?” v. 14 26:20
I Sam. 9:916:911 Ki. 8:13
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C. David asks LORD to judge between him and Saul. v. 12,15 Pr. 14:26
1. David refusesto takerevenge, but truststhe LORD to deal with Saul. v. 12 14:24
25:31 Lev. 19:18 Dt. 32:43|s. 1:24
2. David will continueto trust the LORD to plead his case and protect him. v. 15
25:39 Pr. 22:23
3. David truststhat he will receive the promised crown without taking shortcuts.

IV. Saul acknowledges David’srighteousness. v. 16-22

A. Saul isdeeply moved by David’smercy. v. 16-19a Ps. 37:6

1. HecallsDavid hisson. v. 16

2. Saul admits David’ srighteousness and his own wickedness. v. 17-19 Gen. 38:26
B. Saul acknowledgesthat David will beking. v. 19b-20 23:17 13:14 15:28

C. Saul pleadswith David to swear that he will not wipe out his descendants when
David rules. 20:14-17 31:2 [l Sam. 21:7-9 9:7ff | Ki. 25:28ff 16:11 |1 Ki. 10:11ff

D. Saul’sremorsedoesnot last. 26: 1ff
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Thisisnot the only time Saul appearsto have a conscience. 15:24,30 19: 1ff

2. Evil men can have remorse over their sin without actually repenting. Ex. 9:27
Mt. 27:3-4 Heb. 12:16-17

3. What isthe difference between worldly sorrow and true repentance? |1 Co. 7: 10ff

4. Don’t belike Saul! Jesus offersyou a way of escape from sin. Ps. 95:7-8 Mt. 11:28

V. How doesthis passage point to Christ?

A. LikeDavid, Jesusrefused to grasp the crown beforethecross. Heb. 5:4 Mt. 4:1-11
1. David wastempted to take a shortcut to the kingdom which had been promised.
2. Jesusfaced the sametemptation. Mt. 4:1-11 Ps. 2:6-9
3. Jesus disciplesalso tried to encourage him to take the shortcut. Mark 8:31-33

B. Jesusrefused to retaliate against Hisenemies. Mt. 12:53-54 John 18:11 | Pe. 2:21-24
C. Jesusdid good to Hisenemies. Luke 23:34 Rom. 5:8,10

D. Jesus, after completing His suffering, entered into the fulness of His glory.
| Co. 15:25 Heb. 12:2

E. Even Jesus enemieswill acknowledge HisLordship. 24:19b-20 Phil. 2:9-11

VI. How does David (and Jesus) set an example for us?

A. Weneed to be very careful about reading God’swill into the circumstances of our
lives. v.4a24:4 15:24 Prov. 3:5-629:25 Il Tim. 3:16-17

B. God wantsusto respect those He has placed in authority over us, even if they seem
unworthy. v.6b,8b Rom. 13:1-7 | Pe. 2:13-17 3:1-7 5:5 Eph. 5:22-6:8 Heb. 13:17

C. Itisnot our placetotake our own revenge. v. 6,15 Rom. 12:17-21 Eph. 4:32

D. Jesuscallsustoimitate Him by loving our enemies. Mt. 5:43ff Ro. 12:20f

E. Isit wrong for usto appeal tothe LORD to bringjustice? v. 12a Ro. 12:19
Ps. 35:143:194:1-3 Rev. 6:9-11

F. Don’t cut corners-- Expect a cross beforethe crown. Mark 8:34ff | Pe. 4:12ff
G. Weshall reign with Christ askingsand priests. | Tim. 2:12a Rev. 5:10 20:6 22:5

Discussion questions

1. How can you evaluate an open door to know if it isa great opportunity from the LORD or
atemptation?

2. What shortcutsare you tempted to takein life?

3. How does God use suffering in your lifeto prepare you for glory?

4. In what stuationsin your life must you simply rely upon God’sjustice instead of taking
mattersinto your own hands?

5. Towhich authoritiesin your life do you have the hardest time showing respect?

6. Why wasit right for David to kill Philistines, but wrong for him to kill Saul?

7. 1sit right for usto pray that God will punish the wicked who harm us?

8. What isthe difference between worldly sorrow and true repentance?

9. How does David serve asa type of Christ in this passage?




10. What good do you plan to do for an enemy this Christmas?



