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The Lord Directs Our Steps Pastor Patton 

Proverbs October 18, 2020 

 
 

I. You are not in control (16:1, 9; 19:21) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

II. But God is (Prov 16:33; 21:1; 16:4; 21:30; see also 
Gen 50:20; Acts 2:23; 4:28; Eph 1:11) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III. A trusting heart (Prov 27:1; 16:3; 3:5–6; 20:24; see 
also: Ps 119:68; Matt 18:4; Jam 4:15) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Application Questions 

 Where is it hardest to surrender control to the LORD? Are 
there areas where you feel embittered about his plan for 
you? 

 How does God’s love for you in Christ help you to trust 
him? 

 How would your life look different if you joyfully 
entrusted the control of your life to God alone? 
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16:1 The plans of the heart belong to man,  
but the answer of the tongue is from the LORD. 
 

16:9 The heart of man plans his way,  
but the LORD establishes his steps. 
 

19:21 Many are the plans in the mind of a man,  
but it is the purpose of the LORD that will stand. 
 

16:33 The lot is cast into the lap,  
but its every decision is from the LORD. 
 

21:1 The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the  
LORD;  

he turns it wherever he will. 
 

16:4 The LORD has made everything for its purpose,  
even the wicked for the day of trouble. 
 

21:30 No wisdom, no understanding, no counsel  
can avail against the LORD. 
 

27:1 Do not boast about tomorrow,  
for you do not know what a day may bring. 
 

20:24 A man’s steps are from the LORD;  
how then can man understand his way? 

 
16:3 Commit your work to the LORD,  

and your plans will be established. 
 

3:5–6 Trust in the LORD with all your heart,  
and do not lean on your own understanding. 

In all your ways acknowledge him,  
and he will make straight your paths. 
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