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Alright, we’ve looked at the earliest Book of the Twelve, Obadiah: Judgment 

for Anti-Semitism. This was a prophet we know nothing about. There were 13 

Obadiah’s in the OT, all living in different times so it’s very difficult to date 

this book and know the historical context which triggered this prophecy. 

Down in v 11 you have some historical incident where Israel’s twin nation 

Edom stood aloof while Jerusalem was under attack and didn’t do a thing and 

God interpreted this as an act of violence, v 10. Probably this was during 

King Jehoram’s day when the royal house was carried off and Jerusalem was 

looted. But the main point is that the blessing/cursing aspect of the 

Abrahamic Covenant in Gen 12:3 comes into play. “And I will bless those who 

bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse.” That’s the number one 

verse warning against Anti-Semitism. And Obadiah is the number one book 

warning against Anti-Semitism. So, Obadiah expounds the fact that God is 

sovereign over the cosmos including the nations and is a covenant making 

and keeping God. Edom is the great enemy of twin brother Jacob in an anti-

Semitic campaign to exterminate Israel that escalates into a future universal 

last days judgment on all the nations coupled with the salvation of a Jewish 

remnant issuing in the Kingdom of God and her King, Jesus Christ. 

 

Now we turn to Joel, the second of the Twelve, chronologically speaking, 

probably written about 835BC, and it’s related to that end times 

judgment/salvation motif we saw in Obadiah which ends with the Tribulation 

and finally the Kingdom. And the keys to Joel are also the Abrahamic and 

Mosaic Covenants.  



 

Remember, these are contracts that God made with the people of Israel. 

Their purpose, like all contractual agreements, is to serve as a measuring rod 

for behavior. So they are legally binding agreements and doctrines that 

quickly fall out of that are inerrancy and canonicity. We have to know what 

documents are reliable and that is defined by the canon of Scripture which 

was providentially arranged by God and secondly, those documents have to 

be inerrant. If they’re not then you don’t have a false testimony, just like 

having false evidence in a court of law. So, when we study the Bible we’re 

studying a case file and it’s no wonder many of the greatest Bible students 

have been Lawyers (e.g. Martin Luther, Andy Woods). Now, when you 

observe a contract in the Bible you will also observe four elements. You have 

the Parties, the people who either make promises or are made promises. In 

the Abrahamic covenant you ask, “Who initiated the contract?” And in Gen 

15, that’s where the promises are put into a contract because God already 

promised in Gen 12 these things but in Gen 15 they are put into a contractual 

agreement, but in Gen 15 who do you have initiating the contract? It’s not 

Abram its God. God alone passed through the animal pieces while Abram was 

knocked out over their. So the parties are God and Abram and he also 

mentions Abram’s descendants but that gets limited later on to Abram’s 

descendants through Isaac and Jacob. It never bleeds over to Ishmael or 

Esau, we saw that very clearly in Obadiah, that Edom wasn’t the covenanted 

people. Then we have the Sign. Every contract has a sign, for the New World 

Covenant it was the rainbow, an optical phenomena which has it’s archetype 

in the throne room of God. But for the Abrahamic Covenant that’s not the 

sign. The sign is in Gen 17, it’s circumcision. It’s not binding on all humanity, 

you may want to do it for certain reasons to your male babies but it’s only 

binding on the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, that’s the sign that 

God has an eternal covenant with them and therefore it’s eternally binding 

sign (Gen 17:11). Then you have the Legal Terms and that’s where God 

promised lots of things but the gist of it is a Land, Seed and Worldwide 

Blessing. That’s the covenant structure of history and it tells you something 

about our God. For Him to make such grand promises what does that tell you 



about God? That He’s omnipotent, that He has total control, that He has no 

competitors. He’s got to have absolute authority in order to make these kinds 

of guarantees. And lastly the Founding Sacrifice and that’s in Gen 15 when 

He cuts the animals in half and lays the pieces opposite one another. And you 

can find that structure in every covenant. So the Abrahamic Covenant is an 

eternal covenant that establishes a permanent relationship between God and 

Israel, not God and everyone else, that was the New World Covenant, this 

one is exclusively with the people of Israel. Nothing can change this because 

only God obligated Himself, only God walked between the animal pieces. So 

we have this diagram,  

 

Second, we have the Mosaic Contract and again it has the four elements of a 

covenant. The Parties are God and Israel beginning with the Exodus 

generation at Mt Sinai. Then we have the Sign. The sign was not 

circumcision but the Sabbath. This is where a lot of Dispensationalists get 

confused. They’ve never thought through these four parts of a covenant. They 

want to tell Jews they no longer need to get circumcised and they get all over 

Paul for having Timothy circumcised in Acts 16. “Oh that’s legalism, we’re 

not under the Law and all the rest of it.” Paul was not being legalistic. Paul 

knew that circumcision was the sign of the eternal Abrahamic Covenant and 

he also knew that if you thought circumcision was going to get you to heaven 

you were crazy. So, Paul had Timothy circumcised because it was the sign of 

the Abrahamic Covenant, not because of the Mosaic Law. When Jesus 

fulfilled the Mosaic Covenant and put it aside did that do away with the 

Abrahamic Covenant? Of course not. Then if it is still in effect then why 

would the sign of circumcision be put away? So, for Jews circumcision is 

binding as the sign of the Abrahamic Covenant but not as a work to get to 

heaven. But what went away, what we no longer enforce is Sabbath keeping. 

That was the sign of the Mosaic Covenant (Exod 31:13; Ezek 20:12, 20). And 

once the Mosaic Covenant was put aside the sign was also put aside. But the 

principle is that the sign of a covenant remains in force until the fulfillment 

of the Covenant. Same is true for the New Covenant. We celebrate 

communion, the bread and the cup “until” Christ returns and fulfills the 

covenant. But there’s no more communion in the Millennium, no more bread 



and cup. Third you have the Legal Terms and this is where we can see a big 

difference with the Abrahamic Covenant. This is an “if…then” contract. If 

Israel obeyed God they would be blessed but if they disobeyed they would be 

cursed. The Abrahamic wasn’t like that. So, we fleshed out Lev 26 and we 

saw the blessings and the cursings and there were five degrees of cursing, 

each one compounding the previous cursings and ultimately leading to Exile. 

Of course there’s a Founding Sacrifice too and that’s in Exod 24. But, the 

point I want to make, the big point is that the Mosaic Contract is dealing 

with another aspect of Israel’s relationship with God, it’s not a permanent 

aspect, it’s a dynamic aspect. And if the nation disobeyed, if the general trend 

was disobedience then she was out of fellowship with God and came under 

divine cursing/discipline. Only when the nation repents will she be restored 

to fellowship and that’s what Joel gets into. But bothof these are involved and 

both of these circles mirror the individual Christian experience. WE have a 

permanent relationship by virtue of God’s saving us at the moment of faith 

alone in Christ alone. But then there is a dynamic dimension where we get 

out of fellowship by sinning and when we confess we are restored to 

fellowship. Okay? So, Israel is an archetype of the spiritual life. And right off 

the bat you’re going to see in Joel that these are the two covenants which are 

the interpretive key. Without these your lost. 

 

So, let’s look at Joel son of Pethuel. Like Obadiah there are lots of Joel’s, 

another common Hebrew name (1 Sam 8:2;1 Chron 4:35; 5:4, 5:8, 5:12; 6:28, 

6:33, 6:36; 7:3; 11:38; 15:7, 15:11, 15:17; 23:8; 26:22; 27:20; 2 Chron 29:12; 

Ezra 10:43; Neh 11:9; Joel 1:1; Acts 2:16). We know very little about him. His 

name is actually pronounced Yowel, it’s a compound of two words Yo or Yah, 

shortened form of Yahweh, and el meaning God so Yoel means “Yahweh is 

God”. The inverse of his name, if you turn it around in the Hebrew is Elijah, 



el-Yah which means “God is Yahweh”. So Joel means “Yahweh is God” and 

Elijah means “God is Yahweh”, exact inverses. Now, in Obadiah you had the 

name of God summarizing the book, Adonai Yahweh and it dealt with the 

sovereignty of God over the cosmos and His covenant keeping with Israel. 

Here you have Joel’s name that sets up the argument of the book; that 

Yahweh, He is God. And to prove that Yahweh is God, Yoel introduces a new 

biblical concept that carries through the NT, “The Day of the Lord” or “The 

Day of Yahweh” (Isaiah 13:6, 9; 58:13; Lam 2:22; Ezek 13:5; 30:3; Joel 1:15; 

2:1, 11, 31; 3:14; Amos 5:18, 20; Obad 15; Zeph 1:7, 8, 14, 18; 2:2, 3; Mal 4:5; 

Acts 2:20; 1 Thess 5:2; 2 Thess 2:2; 2 Pet 3:10). “The Day of the Lord” is an 

important concept in Scripture to understand, not only what such a day looks 

like but why such a day occurs in history. What is it? “The Day of the Lord” is 

a special catastrophic intervention by God into history. These interventions 

have come in the past and they will come in the future. Past day of the Lord 

events include the Flood of Noah when He came to judge evil and save the 8-

person godly remnant. So, they are catastrophic interventions that occur on 

either a local or global scale. Clearly the Flood was a global scale and a 

foretaste of the Second Coming of Christ. Both are connected throughout the 

NT. Both are high-energy catastrophic interventions into history by God. In 

both interventions God utilizes components of His creation to carry out the 

judgments; it may be water, fire, demons, angels, humans, meteors, whatever 

He wants to get the job done. But the point is that God is sovereign and the 

Day of the Lord past and future are demonstrations of His sovereignty. So, 

Yoel brings in a new phraseology to evidence the fact that Yahweh is God, 

there is no other, no other god or goddess, no other kingly authority, no 

principality or power has divine omnipotence or omniscience necessary to 

both predict future events and carry them out by exercising absolute control 

over every geophysical molecule, every human spirit, every angelic or 

demonic spirit, the whole universe. Only Yahweh is God and therefore, Israel 

should repent and worship Yahweh because, apparently, in Yoel’s day they 

had this itch to worship idols again. It’s always the problem that men want to 

substitute some created thing for the Creator, something less invasive, 

something that I can tame in the sinful imagination of my heart. It’s not a 

matter of whether people worship or not, everybody worships, everybody is 

religious, it’s just a matter of what they worship, what they attach the 

attributes of God to, it’s not even a matter of whether people believe in the 

attributes of God or not, everybody believes in the attributes, it’s a matter of 

where they re-locate those attributes and that’s the essence of idolatry, that 



we re-locate the attributes of God, moving them from the Creator to some 

aspect or aspects of the creation. And this idolatry, this re-location starts in 

the imagination of the heart. The imagination of the heart is where the battle 

for loyalty rages. The imagination can be the devil’s playground or it can be 

the Holy Spirit’s playground but a playground it will be for one or the other. 

This is why we have such a dramatic story in Yoel, it’s to stimulate the 

imaginative waters of your mind so the Holy Spirit can operate in the 

mentality. That’s worship. Worship isn’t having a hand holding mountain top 

experience. Worship occurs in the mind as we envisage God in our mind’s eye. 

So, God uses the word of God to spark our imagination in the godly way, and 

that’s why we have to soak ourselves in the word of God day by day by day, 

over and over and over, and allow it to permeate deep into our imagination, 

not just the words but the pictures painted by the words have to be cycled in 

the mind. That produces godly thoughts, that produces godly actions, that’s 

where the Holy Spirit is impressing upon you truth and that deep impression 

has to be there if, when you start to doubt, start to think the grass is greener 

on the other side, that you have these images to go back to and cycle through 

the mind. The imagination is powerful and Satan knows that, that’s why his 

deceptions operate on the imagination first, try to get you to imagine what it 

might be like if you could have this or that and before you know it you’re 

doing this or that. Just think of Eve in the garden, “Oh Eve, this fruit will 

make you wise, God doesn’t want you to have wisdom, He’s a big meanie, He’s 

trying to keep you from something good” and when she contemplated all this 

wisdom business in her imagination that “I can get this wisdom, it’s just a 

bite away” it began to eat her alive, this desire for wisdom so she ate. Now, 

that’s how deception works, in the imagination but the imagination of your 

mind is also the location of the work of the Holy Spirit through Scripture. The 

Holy Spirit does not work independent of Scripture. He uses Scripture and so 

that’s why it’s so crucial that when you read these books like Yoel you let the 

imaginative waters flow. There’s powerful imagery here but it’s an imagery 

that’s painting reality just like the imagery of Creation or the Fall or the 

Flood or the New World Covenant. It’s all meant to soak in. So, you have 

“The Day of the Lord” as mental imagery that is a powerful argument to 

worship Yahweh and Yahweh alone. He and He alone is God. And that’s why 

the theme is “The Day of the Lord” and the argument is that only Yahweh is 

God and that’s why I say the argument is summed up by the name Yoel. God 

wants His people to worship Him not idols. The longer they worship idols the 

more cursings He will pour out on them. 



 

Now, keep in mind as we look at the references to “the day of the Lord” that it 

does not always refer to a literal 24-hour day but sometimes refers to a period 

of time. “The term “the day of the Lord” seems to have arisen from the 

popular concept, in the ancient Near East, that a really great warrior king 

could consummate an entire military campaign in one single day.”1 But we 

know from other references that “the day of the Lord” does not equal one day. 

So, this is one of those references people who try to the Accommodation 

strategy with Genesis to make it fit an evolutionary philosophy come along 

and say, “See, day doesn’t always mean a literal 24 hours so why are you all 

upset with my interpretation of Genesis?” And they’re right that “day” doesn’t 

always mean 24 hours but context determines usage and we reject the long 

ages in Gen 1 because he also says “evening and morning,” the Jewish 

reckoning of a day. Besides it doesn’t help to have millions of years in there 

because the order doesn’t fit the evolutionary order and you can’t move the 

days all around because it’s a strict counting measure used there in the 

Hebrew. So, context determines usage and we know the day of the Lord may 

be used of a period of time. In fact, in Joel you find references to the Day of 

the Lord that refer to a period greater than 24 hours and others that refer to 

24 hours. So, let’s start with Joel 1:15. Apart from Obadiah 15 just a few 

years before here’s the origin of this concept, no biblical author had developed 

this terminology before, “Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is near, 

And it will come as destruction from the Almighty.” This is obviously a great 

judgment of God. So, one aspect of the day of the Lord is judgment. Judgment 

doesn’t exhaust the Day of the Lord concept but it’s a definite component. 

Turn to 2:1, “Blow a trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm on My holy 

mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, For the day of the 

LORD is coming; Surely it is near.” Judgment again. 2:11, “The LORD utters 

His voice before His army; Surely His camp is very great, For strong is he 

who carries out His word. The day of the LORD is indeed great and very 

awesome, And who can endure it?” More of the judgment phase of the day of 

the Lord. 2:31, “The sun will be turned into darkness And the moon into 

blood Before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. “Also you’ll see 

the adjectives “great” and “awesome” modifying the day here, those modifiers 

look to a climactic day, a literal 24 hour day in the greater period, which is 

 
1Tom Constable, Tom Constable's Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie 

Software, 2003; 2003), Joe 1:19. 



the climax to the judgment, the day of the greatest slaughter of human flesh 

ever in the history of man. We know it as the Day of the Second Coming but 

the OT referred to it as the great and awesome or terrible day of the Lord (cf 

Mal 4:5). And Joel 3:14, still contextually in the context of that great and 

awesome day, “Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of 

the LORD is near in the valley of decision.” And if you go down to verse 18 you 

see a hint that the day of the Lord includes more than judgment, it also 

includes blessing, other passages have to be used to confirm this but this is a 

hint that after the judgment there is going to be blessing, “And in that day 

The mountains will drip with sweet wine, And the hills will flow with milk, 

And all the brooks of Judah will flow with water; And a spring will go out 

from the house of the LORD To water the valley of Shittim.” So, here’s the 

prophetic trend Joel announces.  

 

1. There is a period of judgment called “the day of the Lord” that is 

coming 

2. This period will climax with a day called “the great and awesome day of 

the Lord” 

3. There is a period of blessing that is a part of that day.  

 

To simplify this let me give you some categories. In Scripture you have the 

“Broad Day of the Lord” and in that Broad Day you have two phases, phase 1 

is “Judgment,” it’s a day of darkness, you know it as the Tribulation, and 

phase 2 is “Blessing”, it’s a day of light, you know it as the Millennium. 

Separating these two phases of the “Broad Day of the Lord” you have the 

“Narrow Day of the Lord”, you know it as the day of Christ’s Second Coming.  

 



Now, Joel doesn’t give us all this information, he doesn’t give us the time 

elements. He doesn’t tell us the Judgment Phase will be 7 years or the 

Blessing Phase will be 1000 years but he does give this basic scheme.  

 

Judgment Phase of the Broad Day of the Lord 

 

Turn to Joel 2:1-2 for the reference to the Judgment Phase of the Broad Day 

of the Lord and note that it’s a day of darkness totally unparalleled by any 

other period of history. “Blow a trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm on My 

holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, For the day of the 

LORD is coming; Surely it is near, 2A day of darkness and gloom, A day of 

clouds and thick darkness.” That’s why we refer to it as a day of “darkness.” 

“As the dawn is spread over the mountains, So there is a great and mighty 

people; There has never been anything like it, Nor will there be again after it 

To the years of many generations.” The judgment is magnanimous in scope 

and destruction. No modern catastrophe from the Holocaust to Katrina to the 

Potato Blight of Ireland nor even the AIDS epidemic or Cardiovascular 

disease can even compare. Turn to Amos 5:18-20, here’s another passage 

about this unique period of history, “18Alas, you who are longing for the day of 

the LORD, For what purpose will the day of the LORD be to you? It will be 

darkness and not light; 19As when a man flees from a lion And a bear meets 

him, Or goes home, leans his hand against the wall And a snake bites him. 
20Will not the day of the LORD be darkness instead of light, Even gloom with 

no brightness in it?” Alright, another clear reference to the Judgment Phase 

of the Broad Day of the Lord. And this is one of those passages that was so 

terrifying to the rabbi’s that one stated, “Let him come but let me not see 

him.” Another passage, Zephaniah 1:14-15, I’m trying to bring these in from 

the Twelve so, you may have a hard time navigating these pages of your Bible 

because of unfamiliarity, “14Near is the great day of the LORD, Near and 

coming very quickly; Listen, the day of the LORD! In it the warrior cries out 

bitterly. 15A day of wrath is that day, A day of trouble and distress, A day of 

destruction and desolation, A day of darkness and gloom, A day of clouds and 

thick darkness,” You don’t want to be there, nobody is going to want to be 

there, there will be people that are in such turmoil they will want to die, they 

will seek death but they will not find it (Rev 9:6) and this is one reason, go 

ahead and turn over to the NT, same phrase is used there, in 1 Thess 5:1-11. 

This is one reason that the Church, the body of Christ is not going to be on 

earth during the day of the Lord, the Tribulation. This is the larger structure 



for understanding pre-trib Rapture. Verse 1 he’s talking to the brethren and 

in v 2 he says, “For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will 

come just like a thief in the night. 3While they are saying,” not you, not 

Church age believers, but “While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then 

destruction will come upon them” not the Church, “suddenly like labor pains 

upon a woman with child, and they will not escape. 4But you, brethren, are 

not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief; 5for you are all 

sons of light and sons of day.” What he’s saying is we’re going to be present 

for the Millennium, that’s the Blessing Phase of the Broad Day of the Lord, 

but we are not going to be a part of the Judgment Phase, we are not sons of 

darkness, we will not be on earth during the wrath, skip down to v 9,  “For 

God has not destined us for wrath,” see, that’s the day of the Lord wrath, the 

Judgment Phase, that’s not our destiny, our destiny is “for obtaining 

salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,” That’s a future salvation, namely 

the pre-Trib rapture when we are saved from the Tribulation by being 

physically removed from the earth before it comes upon the sons of darkness. 

And he goes on to show in v 10 “that whether we are awake or asleep, we will 

live together with Him.” 11Therefore encourage one another and build up one 

another, just as you also are doing.” It’s not very encouraging to say, “Hey, be 

encouraged, we’ve got a 7 year period of terror to face brother, cheer up!” Paul 

wouldn’t be saying this if he didn’t believe in a pre-trib Rapture. So, hopefully 

you’re seeing that the reason we believe in the pre-trib Rapture goes far 

beyond a few little proof texts. It falls out of the structure set up by the OT. 

The Rapture’s not in the OT but its set up there, that’s what we’re saying. So, 

there are four references to the Judgment Phase of the Broad Day of the 

Lord, now we want to look at a few with respect to the Blessing Phase of the 

Broad Day of the Lord. 

 

Blessing Phase of the Day of the Lord 

 

First, Joel 3:14, back up to v 9, “Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare a 

war; rouse the mighty men! Let all the soldiers draw near, let them come up! 
10Beat your plowshares into swords And your pruning hooks into spears; Let 

the weak say, “I am a mighty man.” 11Hasten and come, all you surrounding 

nations, And gather yourselves there. Bring down, O LORD, Your mighty 

ones. 12Let the nations be aroused And come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, 

For there I will sit to judge All the surrounding nations” Alright, this is the 

set up for the final battle of Armageddon, “Put in the sickle, for the harvest is 



ripe. Come, tread, for the wine press is full; The vats overflow, for their 

wickedness is great. 14Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For 

the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 15The sun and moon 

grow dark And the stars lose their brightness….etc…etc…” and after all this 

then look at v 18, “And in that day The mountains will drip with sweet wine,” 

in what day? The day of Millennial Blessing, this is the day of light. It’s not a 

day of darkness but it’s still a part of the day of the Lord, it’s the latter part 

of the Broad Day of the Lord and it’s clear it’s a day of blessing, “And the hills 

will flow with milk, And all the brooks of Judah will flow with water;  And a 

spring will go out from the house of the LORD To water the valley of Shittim. 
19Egypt will become a waste, And Edom will become a desolate wilderness, 

Because of the violence done to the sons of Judah, In whose land they have 

shed innocent blood.” That hearkens back to Obadiah doesn’t it, “But Judah 

will be inhabited forever And Jerusalem for all generations. 21And I will 

avenge their blood which I have not avenged, For the LORD dwells in Zion.” 

Alright, another passage is Zech 14, this passage looks at both phases, 

darkness first and then light. First the Judgment Phase, verse 1, “Behold, a 

day is coming for the LORD when the spoil taken from you will be divided 

among you. 2For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and 

the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished and half 

of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city. 
3Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He 

fights on a day of battle. 4In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of 

Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives 

will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half 

of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the 

south. 5You will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley of the 

mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled before the 

earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD, my God, will 

come, and all the holy ones with Him! 6In that day there will be no light; the 

luminaries will dwindle.” There’s the dark side, “7For it will be a unique day 

which is known to the LORD, neither day nor night, but it will come about 

that at evening time there will be light.” Alright, then there’s the switch to 

the light side, “8And in that day living waters will flow out of Jerusalem, half 

of them toward the eastern sea and the other half toward the western sea; it 

will be in summer as well as in winter. 9And the LORD will be king over all 

the earth; in that day the LORD will be the only one, and His name the only 

one.” So, there you see both sides of the Broad Day of the Lord. Dark first and 



then light. Lastly, let’s just see the final aspect of the Day of the Lord, this is 

the one that separates the dark from the light and I call it the narrow day of 

the Lord, it’s a single day.  

 

Narrow Day of the Lord 

 

Turn to Joel 2:31. Whenever you find this aspect it’s modified by two Hebrew 

adjectives, gadol and yare, “great and awesome” or “great and terrible”. “The 

sun will be turned into darkness And the moon into blood Before the great 

and awesome day of the LORD comes.” So this is an intensification of the day 

of the Lord, it’s the climax of the Judgment Phase and it’s the day, the literal, 

24-hour day when Jesus Christ returns. Rev 19 describes that day as a bloody 

slaughter but following right on the heals of that chapter is Rev 20 where you 

have millennial blessing. So, this may surprise you, so many people think 

Revelation is new, Revelation is so difficult to interpret, no it’s not, so much 

of what is in Revelation is not new at all. As Arnold Fruchtenbaum has said 

Revelation is just a compilation of over 500 OT references. It’s like someone 

took scissors and cut out portions of the OT and stuck them all together in 

chronological order, it’s a masterpiece but 95% of the information was already 

in the OT and that’s the information we’re looking at. Mal 4:5. Another 

passage on the Narrow Day of the Lord, this one uses the same two 

adjectives, “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the 

coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD.” So, Elijah the prophet, this 

was a guy who was taken up in a whirlwind and so the guy never got a 

resurrection body, the guy was just taken away and God’s going to send him 

back before the Second Coming of Christ and this is one of those strange 

things in the Bible, the guy never died and we don’t know how he’s being 

sustained but he is and this is why some people think he’s one of the two 

witnesses in Rev 11 that will witness during the first half of the Tribulation 

and then be killed and resurrected 3 ½ days later. Who’s his partner, some 

theologians suggest the guy in the previous verse. The OT closes, because 

Malachi was known to the Jews as “The Seal of the Prophets” and it closes 

with the two guys that will be the two witnesses and will lead Israel to faith 

in Jesus as the Messiah, Moses and Elijah. I don’t know for sure but this is 

one of the theories. It’s interesting with Moses because this is another odd 

thing, when Moses died he was 120 years old and it says his vigor was not 

abated. In other words, this guy could outrun a teenager in a 100 yard dash, 

and he just keeled over. So, one theologian suggested that his body never 



decayed and then you have that odd reference in Jude 9 where it says 

Michael and Satan argued over the body of Moses, not the bones of Moses, 

but the body. And his tomb is unknown, nobody knows where it is. So, what’s 

going on? Why was there this argument taking place? Was Satan saying, 

“Hey, what are you up to taking that body? I want to see that body decay.” 

And it says Michael rebuked him in the name of the Lord and that was the 

end of that. “We’re taking this body back to heaven for safekeeping, no decay. 

We don’t know for sure but maybe Moses will be the other guy with Elijah 

and they will do their witnessing for 3 ½ years, be killed and then resurrected 

3 ½ days later.  

 

But, whatever the case, this is the basic chart of Joel where he is arguing 

that Yahweh is God and the day of the Lord is the major theme. It’s how Joel 

proves that Yahweh is God, only He can accomplish these things, only He has 

the power and the omniscience and therefore only He should be worshipped 

and praised, not idols, they are insufficient, they are counterfeit gods. 
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