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Please turn with turn with me in your Bibles to the first chapter of 1 Peter. 1 Peter 1. I 
prayed about where to go in God's word to get back into Bible exposition after our series 
on the church and the state of the church. This was the passage that the Lord, this book 
was the one the Lord put on my heart. I was kind of surprised by it. I was thinking of 
other passages, other books but I really believe he wants us here in this book, 1 Peter. 

So today the title of the message is really kind of the theme of 1 Peter because we're 
going to do an overview introduction to the message and the messenger, and so it's really 
"Strength and Encouragement for Trying Times." Strength and encouragement for trying 
times. That's really the theme of 1 Peter, in a sense, is be strong and courageous. You 
need strength, you need courage as Christians today. That's really the way it's always 
been but sometimes more than others we see the urgency of that. And so this is the point 
of this epistle and it's really an amazingly just relevant to our circumstances today as 
Christians in our particular time of life and our society and our culture, this message I 
think really is going to be an encouragement to us and going to strengthen us for the 
challenging days that we live in. 

So that's the title of the message, strength and encouragement for trying times, 1 
Peter. Today the text is really chapter 1, verse 1. We're going to have a better pace than 
that through the book, I promise. In fact, today we're really just looking at Peter, an 
apostle of Jesus Christ, but the book I think will preach in bigger chunks going forward 
and it's going to be a blessing, I hope to all of us. So I want to read the text, 1 Peter 
1. We'll go ahead and read verses 1 and 2 before we pray. 

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are 
chosen 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with 
His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure. 

Let's go to the Lord in prayer. 

Our Father, as we come to You this morning, we come as needy people. Now we come 
rejoicing that You are God of lovingkindness who sees us in our weakness, You see 
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people in their misery, self-inflicted misery of sin, and You have compassion and You 
invite sinners to repent and return to You. So we come rejoicing in Your character, Your 
faithfulness. We thank You that Your word is everything we need, and we pray that You 
would make Your word alive in our hearts this morning and in weeks to come as we dig 
into this precious passage, this precious letter, that You would change us, transform us, 
that You would encourage us and strengthen us, galvanize us, our faith. And may You do 
it all by Your grace, for we are unworthy but Jesus is everything we need. We pray that 
He would be glorified. We pray this in His name. Amen.

So I want to kind of explain the rationale for the book. I think it'll become clear as we go 
through the outline today that there are two main points this morning and the first point is
the astonishing relevance of the message of 1 Peter. The astonishing relevance of the 
message of 1 Peter. When you look at the circumstances of the recipients of Peter's letter 
of Peter as he writes this, what was going on in the first century at the time that he wrote 
and composed this letter. 63 AD is the date for writing of 1 Peter. We know it's 
somewhere between 62 and 64 because of other historical realities. He doesn't tell us the 
date, of course. There was no 63 AD in 63 AD. The date didn't exist. It was later that they
changed the calendar into BC & AD. But we believe that he wrote in 63 AD. He is in 
Rome which he uses the code name Babylon for at the end of the fifth chapter to tell us 
that he's writing from Rome, and he's writing to mostly Gentile audience, which is in 
itself surprising at first glance, but not really when you put it in context. We'll talk about 
that more next Sunday, Lord willing. But he's writing to a mostly Gentile audience in 
Asia Minor, these five Roman provinces that you heard read: Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia. Those are the names of Roman provinces that are now in 
modern-day Turkey. He writes this to them at a time of...and as you read the book, and I 
encourage you, one of the things that you can do to benefit from, you know, our study of 
1 Peter is read the book yourselves, you know, regularly, and one of the really good 
things to do with an epistle, what's good with any book, but it's especially easy to do with
an epistle, is read it in a single setting. Read the whole book at one time. And maybe read
it more than once and then come back and read it again and you get the larger flow of the 
book. And when you do that, you see certain things begin to jump off the page at you and
this is what, as I read 1 Peter again, I was struck again by just the astonishing relevance 
of this particular epistle to today. 

Peter's writing in 63 AD to a mostly Gentile audience. It's 30 years, a little more than 30 
years after the resurrection and ascension of Jesus, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost. Those things all happened in a period of weeks in 30 or 33 AD depending on 
some other issues. But basically so 63 is 30 plus years since that happened. The church is 
now 30 years old and what's happened is the gospel has gone out throughout the Roman 
world. There are Christians in all throughout this area. I mean, they're a minority, of 
course, they're a small minority, but they're increasingly, it's increasingly pervasive, this 
small minority of believers. And what's happening at this time is there is escalating 
hostility toward the Christians. There is not yet a systematic governmental persecution. 
That's not happening yet. That's over the horizon. But right now, when Peter writes, he's 
writing to Christians who are experiencing escalating social hostility, increasing cultural 
animosity to them because they are Christians. So when Peter writes, the people he's 
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writing to are experiencing the beginnings of the gathering storm in their lives. It is not 
easy to be a follower of Jesus Christ and it is becoming increasingly difficult to be a 
follower of Jesus Christ at this time. 

I want to show you this, you see this in the text. Let me just show you a few places you 
see the hostility that they are encountering. 1 Peter 2:11. Look, skip over to chapter 2 for 
a moment. "Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts 
which wage war against the soul." Look at verse 12, "Keep your behavior excellent 
among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may 
because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation."  
He's saying that, "Though you are living holy lives, and I'm calling you to holiness, 
abstain from sexual sin. Be pure. Be holy." That's a key theme in this book, "That as you 
do that, you are being slandered as evildoers by the true evildoers." They're calling 
Christians the ones who are evildoers. 

Look with me at chapter 3, verse 14. "But even if you should suffer for the sake of 
righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be 
troubled." So they're being intimidated. He says, "Don't be troubled by that, but sanctify 
Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who 
asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence,
and keep a good conscience so that everything in which you are slandered, those who 
revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame." They're reviling your good 
behavior, he says. They're saying that your good behavior is evil. They're calling good 
evil, and they're calling evil good. Is that not what we're seeing today? We who love 
others, Christians are known by their love, are called haters. We are the ones who are said
to be bigoted because we say there's only two genders because God says there's only two 
genders. We just speak the truth that God has said and it makes us the enemy. Someone 
told me recently, "If I had a dollar for every gender there were, there is, I'd have $2.00 
and a lot of counterfeits." There are only two genders because gender and sexuality are 
not self-determined. The locus for that doesn't happen in the self. We maintain that God 
has created everything, including us. As Psalm 100 says, "It is He who made us and not 
we ourselves." So since God made us, he made us as he wanted us to be. And so gender 
is revealed, it's not assigned. It is revealed by God. It's not something that someone 
artificially assigns. No, God reveals it. God declares that God made it that way.  

Now we understand there's difficulties when people have...our Sunday morning Bible 
study message was about this worldview and one of our elders, James Rouse, was 
teaching this morning about this issue, and we understand that there are tremendous 
struggles that people have because their feelings and their experience are at odds with the
reality of their physical, biological sex. And we're not to be uncompassionate. We ought 
to be compassionate and kind and understanding, but we are to say, and the most loving 
thing we can do is speak the truth. "Listen, the problem is not that you need to change 
your whole understanding to fit your feelings. You know, you need to look for God's 
grace to help you change your feelings to be consistent with what He has given you. He's 
made you a man, then He will give you grace through Christ to be a man. He's made you 
a woman, He will give you grace through Christ to be a woman and to be joyful and to go
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against His design will only bring greater misery as well as His displeasure and 
dishonor."  

So the whole point is, though, they're being maligned as evildoers because they're doing 
what is right. Look at chapter 4, verses 3 and 4, "For the time already past is sufficient for
you to have carried out," listen to this, "carried out the desire of the Gentiles," this is what
you used to do, and he's writing to Gentile believers, this is what you were like before 
you came to Christ, verse 3 of chapter 4, "having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, 
drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties and abominable idolatries. In all this, they are 
surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they 
malign you." Those you used to run with now malign you. They have ill will towards 
you. They have murderous hatred toward you because you don't join them in their sin. 

Verses 12 to 14 of chapter 4, "Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you,
which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to 
you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that 
also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. If you are reviled for 
the name of Christ, you are blessed," you see you are reviled for the name of Christ, you 
see this hostility that they're experiencing. 

Then in chapter 5 verses 8 and 9 he points out that the source of this hostility is not flesh 
and blood but Satan himself. Verse 8 of chapter 5, "Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. 
Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour."

So Peter is basically saying, "Listen, the reality is you're experiencing increasing 
hostility, escalating animosity." And so in that, how do you bear up under that? That's not
a pleasant place to be, is it? Nobody wants to be there. I mean, we're a people of peace 
but if we're going to be faithful to Christ, when the times get darker, the light is hated 
more and more even though the light is what is desperately needed. I mean, you think 
about the moral decay that we see in our times, in our culture. Christians stand out more 
and more and more. The spiritual darkness that keeps deepening. Idolatry. The worship of
all kinds of weird spiritual entities. Social disorder. All of these things we see happening. 
and as these things continue, we are more and more out of step with our surroundings, 
and so when that's the case, how do you be strong and courageous in those moments?  
That's exactly what Peter was writing to Christians who were asking exactly the same 
questions that you and I are asking today. 

It's amazing how clearly this relates to our circumstances today, and truly it's always been
this this way to some level but sometimes as the times get darker this becomes clear. In 
the mid '60s/first century are amazingly like what our culture is becoming. And so the 
good news is we have exactly what we need in the word of God. We have the perfect... I 
mean, the whole Bible has everything we need, right? But the Bible, each passage, each 
book, every verse has a particular application, and this particular letter of 1 Peter is tailor-
made for us today to make us strong and courageous, to make us more than conquerors, 
to make us victorious in our battle with the enemy and our dealing with unbelievers who 
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hate us. How do we do that and have strength and courage and still love those who hate 
us? This letter is going to help us do that. 

What he does essentially just to help us, let me just give you three big themes in the book 
that will help show how relevant and where we get our encouragement from. Basically 
the first thing that he really hits home with in this book, how are you strong and 
courageous in the midst of a society that is increasingly hostile? Know your identity.  
Your identity is key. Who am I? I've got to know who am I, whose am I, if I'm going to 
be strong and courageous. And he starts with that right off the bat, "who reside as 
aliens." That was the first thing he says. "Peter, an apostle, Jesus Christ, To those who 
reside as aliens." You're foreigners. Now he's saying that you're foreigners not to the land
you live in, no they're probably most of these people are indigenous to the land of Asia 
Minor, to Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia. They don't have green cards in
those places. They're actually citizens of those places but he says in reality, though, now 
that you have come to know Jesus Christ, you are an alien in this world.  You're just 
passing through. This world is not your home. We read chapter 2, verse 11 when he said, 
"Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lust." You see, we are
people of a different country. As Paul says in Philippians 3:20, our citizenship is in 
heaven from whence we await a Savior. We're waiting for our Savior to come and bring 
us home. So we are to come through this world knowing who we are and that we can let 
go of the things in this world because this isn't our home. We're doing like Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, we're looking for another city, another country, a better country. And 
one of the things that God does through trying times is he makes that painful reality of 
the trying times actually such a blessing because it makes us let loose of the things of this
world and grasp hold of our eternal hope because we get distracted by the cares of this 
world. 

So our identity, who we are, and he's going to hammer this again and again. He's 
basically going to tell these Gentile Christians, he's going to layer language from the Old 
Testament that was used for the Jews as the people of God in the Old Testament, he's 
going to say, "This is now true of you." Your identity is in 1 Peter 2:9 is where you see 
this real clearly. 1 Peter 2:9, you, all of you who belong to Jesus Christ, it was true of 
those believers in Pontus and Galatia and those other provinces and it's true of you if you 
are in Christ today. This is your identity. 1 Peter 2:9, "You are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession so that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. For 
once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God. You had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy." You see, we together in Christ are his people 
chosen by him, appointed by him to be a priesthood. That is, we stand between God and a
lost world. We can go directly into the presence of God because we now have become 
priests through our great high priest, and we can mediate his presence into this dark 
world. 

We need to know our identity. The second thing he does in this passage is he speaks of 
our destiny. You need to know your destiny which flows right out of the identity, but it's 
a major theme. He wants us to know where we're going. It comes up right at the 
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beginning of the letter in verses 3 and 4, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ," this is chapter 1, verse 3, "3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead." A living hope. What is this 
hope? Verse 4, "to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not
fade away, reserved in heaven for you." 

This is one of the things that we have to do to be strong and courageous is we have to set 
our affection on heaven. We've got to know where we're going and we need to think more
about it, and we need to delight more in it. We need to anticipate it more. You know, 
heaven, the Bible and we'll spend more time talking as we go forward, but the Bible 
makes clear that the new heavens and the new earth when Christ returns and he 
establishes his kingdom, the kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our 
God, he will make heaven and earth one. And the new heavens and the new earth, we will
all have resurrection bodies. We will have a physical existence, those who belong to 
Christ. Everyone is going to have a physical existence through eternity. Unbelievers will 
physically experience the torments of being separated from God forever in their bodies.  
That's what happens. The resurrection, the final resurrection, everyone is rejoined to their 
body and they either go into death for eternity or they go into life, and the believer who 
goes into life for eternity will dwell upon the new heavens and the new earth. We will 
have our bodies again. We will eat. We will drink. We will work. And we will do it all in 
the presence of God without any more of the presence of sin. Free from every bit of 
corruption. 

And it will be the most wonderful moments in this world are just an inkling of what it 
will be like in that day. Think about the most beautiful things you can think about, the 
moments where you find yourself, you know, how a common mundane thing you could 
be lifted to see something glorious. It can be, you know, you're walking along, you see a 
sunset. How amazing God has made the world. The beauty God has built into his 
creation.  You see a sunset and you see the beauty and the artistry and your heart is 
lifted. Or you go to some place and, you know, you look at some wonder of nature, the 
mountains,  Rocky Mountains or the Grand Canyon, and your heart is stirred and you 
see, look at the beauty that God has made. The wonder of eating good food. We were 
talking about this in men's Bible study on Friday. It came up, it often comes up with 
me. Pray for me in that, but anyway. No, we were talking about the fact that years ago 
when I was growing up in the Atlanta area, there were the amount of restaurants around 
were just really, it was slim pickings. You know, we didn't have many fast-food places 
even back then but I'm talking about there were no ethnic food places. I mean, the only 
ethnic food we had then was pizza, which Americans basically just reinvented, you know,
took an Italian idea and reinvented it. In some ways we might have made it better, in 
some ways we didn't, but anyway. There was the Chinese restaurant on Jimmy Carter that
my family used to get food from. You had to go to Jimmy Carter Boulevard from up here
to get Chinese food. I'd never heard of a Thai restaurant, a Vietnamese restaurant. And 
we could go on, Indian restaurant, you name it, name it. Now we have all of those around
and some of my favorite food in the world is Thai food. I never knew it. I lived 50 years 
of my life without the blessing of Thai food. What was I thinking? I mean the spices that 
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they use. And think about this, God has made such, think about the abundant generosity 
of God, that he would make so much diversity in the taste that you can experience, that 
when you refuel your body so that you can do the work that you need to do, it is 
incredibly pleasurable and your palate is made to experience this plethora of different 
tastes. He could have just made it so it was like fueling up. You just go and it's like your 
car at the gas station, you just need fuel, fuel up, okay, now I can go further. No, God 
made it so that you enjoy that, and he made it to enjoy it in his presence. He intends us as 
we're eating, whether you eat or drink, do all for the glory of God to be praising 
him. "Lord, thank You for making this taste so wonderful." And as we do that, if we 
worship like that, it helps us also not to eat too much. We savor it more and we eat the 
right amount when we do that. But you know what happens is you enjoy the blessing in 
the presence of the blessor. 

You don't just enjoy the blessing, you enjoy him because all of these things. Jonathan 
Edwards said that the most wonderful blessings that we experience are like the farthest 
reach of a ray of the sun. You feel the warmth. Think how far away that warmth is from 
the sun, and now imagine how much it will be. You experience some pleasure. What will 
it be like to go to the sun that created that pleasure that you're experiencing on the farthest
reaches, to be in his presence? That's why Psalm 16:11 says, "In His presence is fullness 
of joy. At His right hand there are pleasures forevermore." So heaven is going to be 
incredible and we need to know that. That's your destiny in Christ. 

So you need to know your identity. If you're going to be strong and courageous, you need
to know your identity, you need to know your destiny, and the third thing that we're 
going to see, and he hits these again and again through this letter, the third thing is your 
responsibility. We have a calling in this moment. We are to live for God in the midst of 
this trying dark world. We have a responsibility. He starts off with this in the first chapter
when he says in verse 13, "Prepare your minds for action. Keep sober in spirit. Fix your 
hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ." You 
see, that's again what I was talking about destiny right there. But then, he says, "As 
obedient children, don't be conformed to the former lusts." Verse 15, "but like the Holy 
One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, 
'You shall be holy for I am holy.'" 

So he's going to say a lot more about responsibility, but in a word, you could say, holy, 
be holy, be different, be set apart unto God and show the supreme value of God by setting
yourself apart unto him, and knowing that it is so delightful to walk with him in his ways.
It is best to live life as he has commanded that we live it. Now we can only do it by the 
grace of God. You can't do it. I can't do it. None of us can. We have to have Christ. We 
have to have the Holy Spirit. But once we do, now we have the power to live as he's 
called us to live. 

So our responsibility, our identity, our destiny, our responsibility. Those are the three 
main themes that we're going to see again and again. So the relevance of the message, the
astonishing relevance of the message, similar circumstances and a much-needed message,
that's the reason, the first reason that I want to share with you this morning for choosing 1
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Peter and that's really I think something that's going to be an encouragement to us. The 
second point this morning that I want to touch on, and we'll do a little more on this 
probably next time as well, it’s not just the astonishing relevance of the message, the 
second main point is the wonderful relatability of the messenger. The wonderful 
relatability of the messenger. 

Peter is the messenger and he is surprisingly relatable and when you really look into it, it 
is wonderful to consider this. I mean, Peter, one of the 12 apostles, the original 12 
disciples, regarded in every gospel as the leader; when you look at three of the gospels' 
list of the 12 apostles, Matthew, Mark and Luke lists all 12, and in all three gospels  
what's the first name listed? It's Peter. In Acts 1:13 they list the 11. Now Judas has killed 
himself and fallen away before he killed himself, and now the 11 are listed and again 
Peter is the first one listed. He's the leader. In fact, his name originally, his given name 
was Simon, Simon son of John or Jonah. Jesus calls him Simon Barjonah in Matthew 
16:16. That's his whole name. Given name Simon, last name Barjona. Son of John. Kind 
of like Johnson, Jackson, Madison. We've made last names out of that original idea. The 
son of John is Jackson, you see? 

So he's Simon, which, interestingly enough, the name means, the Hebrew word, though, 
you know, a lot of times people don't think about this when they name their kids, though 
they did more in Hebrew times. We don't think about this much at all anymore in our 
culture. Many people don't know the meaning of their name. In fact, I find that's 
sometimes a good way to start a conversation with someone. "Hey, do you know the 
Hebrew meaning of your name?" I said that to a young man the other day and explained 
the name, the meaning of the name to him. Some people just have never heard. You 
know, we just like the label, we like the sound of it. It sounds good with my last name, 
that's why your parents picked it. That is an important thing. You want your name to have
a little flow, but in Hebrew culture, the name was significant and they gave names  
significance. Well, Simon means "hearing or to be heard." It comes from the Hebrew 
word "shema, hear." And so Shimon transliterates Simon means "to be heard," and in 
many ways you can see often it's the case that a person lives up to their name. And who's 
the first one to be heard among the disciples? It's Simon. A question is asked, he's always 
the first, he doesn't even put his hand up, he just blurts it out. 

It's interesting when Jesus meets him. Turn me to John 1 in verse 40. One of the things  
that is helpful to do as you read the Bible and read the gospels is to sort of see how they 
harmonize. You know, each gospel writer tells us his particular perspective and like 
anything, if you get three different, four different views of the same event, people tell you
different aspects of that event and then you put it together and you can kind of get the 
whole picture. There's an element in which that's the case, that's a part of what's 
happening in the gospels. Each one has its own particular emphases, but all, of course, 
share in the fact that they are lifting up Christ as everything that you need. 

But John, he gives us this detail about Jesus' first encounter with Peter, Simon. In chapter 
1 of John's gospel. It's after John the Baptist has recognized Christ after his baptism, and 
some of his disciples have now left him, John the Baptist's disciples, a few of them have 
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left him and are following Jesus. Among them as Andrew. Verse 40, "One of the two 
who heard John speak [about Jesus] and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother. He found first his own brother Simon and said to him," now at this time he's only
named Simon. John introduced him in verse 40 as Simon Peter because we all now at this
point all of his readers know him as Simon Peter. But at this point he's only known as 
Simon. Peter has not come up yet. We're about to see how it comes up. 

He found first his own brother Simon, verse 41, and said to him, "'We have found the 
Messiah' (which translated means Christ). He brought him," that is, Simon, "to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him and said, 'You are Simon the son of John," in Hebrew Aramaic, you 
are Simon Barjonah, the same name, different spellings. "'You are Simon the son of John;
you shall be called Cephas' (which is translated Peter)." Jesus is speaking Aramaic and he
uses the Aramaic word Cephas which means rock. Petros is the Greek word that 
translates the Aramaic word into Greek, and petros means rock. 

So Jesus meets Simon, first to be heard and he says, "I'm telling you your name is going 
to be Cephas, it's going to be rock." Isn't that interesting? The first thing he does when he 
meets him is change his name. He's the only apostle that got an immediate name change 
like that. There's a lot in there. John MacArthur makes a lot of this in his book "12 
Ordinary Men." And it's interesting to ponder, as you look at the rest of Scripture, to try 
to make good and reasonable inferences from the data that we have in the Bible. And one 
of the things that I think is correct is that he recognized in Peter a variability. He 
recognized he knows all things. He knows his name without even being introduced. He 
tells him who he is when he walks up just like he did to Nathanael, "Behold, an Israelite 
in whom is no guile." He knows everyone. He is, after all, God. 

He knows Simon and he says, "Your name, you are Simon, son of John. I don't need your
brother to introduce me. I know who you are. But I'm telling you're going to be called 
rock." Peter, if anything, was given to extreme variability, swings of emotion, at times  
unbridled enthusiasm, and at other times despondency, timidity, and these movements 
happened and you had these highs and lows. You had stunning success. There's Peter, 
look at him. And then you have astonishing failure, almost sometimes moments apart. 

If you were here and you heard Erwin Lutzer preach two Sundays ago, he preached on a 
passage where we see this. In fact, turn over to Matthew 14 just for a minute and remind 
you of what Dr. Lutzer shared that day. This is when Matthew 14:22 to 31 you have the 
account of Jesus walking on the water. He sends the disciples in the boat. They go out 
into the boat. There's a storm. Jesus is walking on the water. The disciples were terrified. 
Jesus says in verse 27, "Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid." We always need courage 
in the midst of a storm. Peter said to him, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to 
You on the water." Now the thing that Dr. Lutzer pointed out, Peter gets a bad rap 
sometimes because people always focus on what happens next when he starts sinking, 
right? He does start sinking because he takes his eyes off of Jesus. There he is, foolish 
Peter, but wait a minute. Look at Peter. He's the one with the idea, the initiative to say, 
"Let me walk on water too. Lord, if it's You, command and I will walk on water," and 
even there he's knowing, "I can't do it on my own. I'm looking to You, Lord. Let me by 
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Your grace and power join You." That's tremendous. I like what he said, "I'd rather be a 
wet Peter than a dry Thomas." He could turn phrases really well, couldn't he? Wet Peter. 
Yeah, I'd rather be a wet Peter than a dry Thomas. 

But then you see quickly he becomes frightened by the wind and begins to sink and is in 
danger of drowning. "Lord, save me! Immediately," verse 31, "Immediately Jesus 
stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, 'You of little faith, why did 
you doubt?'" So highs and lows. 

Look at chapter 16 and Matthew. Turn over to chapter 16. Jesus asked in verse 13, "Who 
do people say that the Son of Man is?" And they were saying, "'Some say John the 
Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.' He said to 
them, 'But who do you say that I am?' Simon Peter answered, 'You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God.'" He got it right. Jesus looked at him and said, "Jesus said to him, 
'Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but 
My Father who is in heaven. I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will
build My church.'" He says, "Listen, this is what I was talking about when I said you 
were a rock. You're going to get it and you're going to be used by Me to build My church 
in an extraordinary way." But essentially, the message is the ultimate rock, and the 
message is, "You are the Christ, the Son of God." But Peter is the one who preached that 
sermon in Acts 2 that 3,000 people in a single day were saved because he preached this 
message that day, "He is the Christ, the Son of the living God." 

Look at that mountaintop, "Peter, you got it right. You know this not because you figured
it out, but because God has revealed it to you." Then just turn the page to verse 21, a few 
verses later. The next thing that happens that Matthew records, "From that time Jesus 
began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day." 
Verse 22, "Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him." Now think about that. He 
just said, "You are the Christ, the Son of God." Now he's taking Christ, the Son of God 
aside and rebuking him saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You." 
And look at the words he hears next, "But He turned and said to Peter, 'Get behind Me, 
Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God's 
interests, but man's.'" This is from first to worst in a few moments. "Christ the Son of the 
living God, God has revealed that to you," but now he's saying, "Get behind Me, Satan!"  
He's saying, "Satan is speaking through you, Peter. You are being deceived and you are 
now a stumbling block to Me because you're listening and by putting your interest on 
man, you're being a tool of Satan right now." Amazing highs and amazing lows. 

And of course perhaps the most significant moment where you see his boldness again is 
when Jesus is talking about that he's going to be betrayed in Matthew chapter 26 verses 
31 to 35. Jesus says, "'You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is written, I 
will strike down the shepherd and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered. But after I 
have been raised, I will go ahead of you to Galilee." Look at Peter, verse 33, "Peter said 
to Him, 'Even though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall away.' Jesus said
to him, 'Truly I say to you that this very night, before a rooster crows, you will deny Me 
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three times.'" Look what Peter says. "Peter said to Him, 'Even if I have to die with You, I 
will not deny You.'" You see that fervency and you have to appreciate that that is really 
something that he is that bold. He wants to die for Christ and, in fact, we're going to find 
out a little later Matthew doesn't tell us this, but John tells us that when they come to 
arrest Jesus, Peter is the one who pulls out his sword and cuts off the servant's ear. He is 
ready to die for Christ. Jesus says, "No, put the sword away," and he heals the man's ear.  

But the reality of that threefold denial happened. In fact, when you turn to John 18 you 
see it. In fact it says in verse 10 of John 18, "Simon Peter then, having a sword, drew it 
and struck the high priest's slave, and cut off his right ear; and the slave's name was 
Malchus. So Jesus said to Peter, 'Put the sword into the sheath; the cup which the Father 
has given Me, shall I not drink it?'" Verse 17 of John 18, "Then the slave-girl who kept 
the door said to Peter, 'You are not also one of this man's disciples, are you?' He said, 'I 
am not.'" Verse 25, "Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said 
to him, 'You are not also one of His disciples, are you?' He denied it, and said, 'I am not." 
Verse 26, somebody overhears him, "One of the slaves of the high priest, being a relative 
of the one whose ear Peter cut off, said, 'Did I not see you in the garden with Him?' Peter 
then denied it again, and immediately a rooster crowed." 

So what high, what low In a threefold denial. Listen, when the Bible mentions anything 
being done three times, it is taking it to the superlative degree. Peter denying Christ three 
times is incredibly impactful. This is a massive failure but against that massive failure we
see the astonishing grace of God and John calls this to us in a beautiful way. Turn over a 
few chapters to John 21, verses 15 to 17. Our Lord is so gracious and this is why it's 
encouraging. So you see, you and I can, Peter says, look, you're not always going to get it
right. You're going to be at moments you'll have good moments and bad moments you'll 
have bad moments. Now understand he gets the Holy Spirit later and his ups and downs 
become much more moderated and our ups and downs shouldn't be as massive as Peter's 
are, a threefold denial of Christ. No, but we do have ups and downs, and he still has his 
ups and downs after he gets the Holy Spirit. Just look at Galatians 2 if you wonder about 
that. 

But this is an amazing picture. The Lord Jesus before he ascended, wanted to restore 
Peter fully and since Peter had denied him three times, the Lord Jesus asked him a 
question that Peter doesn't understand at the time. Look at verse 15 of John 21. This is 
after Christ has been resurrected. He has appeared to them again by the sea when they 
were fishing, a neat resonance with the original way he called him to be a disciple.  Verse
15, "So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 'Simon, son of John,
do you love Me more than these?' He said to Him, 'Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.'
He said to him, 'Tend My lambs.' [Jesus] said to him again a second time, 'Simon, son of 
John, do you love Me?' He said to Him, 'Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.' He said 
to him, 'Shepherd My sheep.'  He said to him the third time, 'Simon, son of John, do you 
love Me?' Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, 'Do you love Me?'  
And he said to Him, 'Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.' Jesus said to
him, 'Tend My sheep.'" What was going on is Jesus was asking him, and I think he used 
Simon intentionally of course, everything God does is intentional, he said, reminding him
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of who he was before. "Simon, do you love Me? Simon, do you love Me? Simon, do you 
love Me?" And Simon says three times, "Yes, I love You. Yes, I love You. Yes, I love 
You." So I denied you three times. Jesus says, "I'm allowing you to affirm your love for 
Me three times. You are reinstated by My grace. All is forgotten. You are the rock." And 
I love how John even says after he says, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me," Peter was
grieved. That's who he is. That's who Christ has made him. Christ makes him the rock 
and that's what Jesus does for his people. 

He makes us able to stand up against the storm, to be faithful in the midst of trying 
circumstances. His word is the key. His word is what pours into us more and more of his 
life, his Spirit uses it, the sword of the Spirit. It builds us up. It strengthens us. It 
encourages us and it makes us stand. You and I can know that we will stand because of 
him but he saves us not because of who you are, what you've done, he saves you because 
of what he has done. His righteousness, his sacrifice completely. As we prayed earlier in 
our prayer of confession, our hope is completely in Christ and his death. Our hope is 
completely in his resurrection and the gift of his righteousness. And then to live the 
Christian life, you live the Christian life the same way you began the Christian life, by 
hoping completely in his grace and his righteousness. What makes you stand is that God 
makes you stand. You don't stand because you become strong. And Peter learned to lean 
upon Christ. 

So the relevance of the message and the relatability of the messenger I think make this an
especially helpful book for us, that God would just pour these truths deep into our souls, 
strengthen every fabric of our faith, ground us in our identity, our destiny, and then make 
us live faithfully our responsibility. All for his glory and all by his grace. 

Let's pray together. 

Our Father, how grateful we are for the glory of the gospel, the wonder of a God who 
saves sinners, has mercy on those who hated Him for we all hated You, Lord. We all 
wanted our way. We still find those of us who are believers now, we still find vestiges of 
that old man continually we have to put to death. But we thank You that the power of the 
cross and the power of the resurrection are all that we need, more than anything we 
could ever need. We can die to sin and live to righteousness. We can die to fear and be 
strengthened through faith and become strong and courageous. We can kill the lust of the
flesh and walk in holiness because of Christ. Lord, have Your way in the hearts of Your 
people. We pray especially for those here today who have not personally repented and 
placed their faith in Christ. Lord, show them that the end of their way, the course that 
they are on leads to death, eternal death, and help them to run to Christ. You are always 
saying come, "Come, come unto Me, you who are weary and heavy laden and I'll give 
you rest. Come, come, drink of the water without cost." Lord, give them grace to repent 
and believe and to receive the gift of salvation in Christ. We pray in His name. Amen.
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