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Now warned to not be a “talker” but a 
“non-doer” of the Word!
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Note “religious” (Threskos) & “religion” 
(Threskeia) in Vss. 26-27

Found also in Acts 26:5 & Col. 2:18

It references the practices & rituals 
attached to a religious “system”.
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The Features of a “Vain” Religion

One “seems” (dokeo = “thinks”, “supposes” 
himself) “religious”

For he believes aright, and worships aright

True doctrine & worship is necessary, but 
it’s not sufficient if it stands alone!
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The Features of a “Vain” Religion

Examine the tongue!  (glossa) Cp. Doctor!

It’s to be bridled, reined, muzzled

Note: Faith w/o works, & words w/o works!

See it condemned in Matt. 15:8 & 21:28-31



James – Part Twelve – James 1:26-27

The Features of a “True” Religion



James – Part Twelve – James 1:26-27

The Features of a “True” Religion

It’s “pure” (unmixed) & “undefiled” (clean)



James – Part Twelve – James 1:26-27

The Features of a “True” Religion

It’s “pure” (unmixed) & “undefiled” (clean)

James gives us two descriptions of such in 
Vs. 27



James – Part Twelve – James 1:26-27

The Features of a “True” Religion

It’s “pure” (unmixed) & “undefiled” (clean)

James gives us two descriptions of such in 
Vs. 27

The 1st involves widows & orphans, the 2nd

involves the world
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The Features of a “True” Religion

“Looking after” Widows & Orphans

It’s “this”, but not “this only”, but “like this”

Note O.T. References to God’s care for them

They’re “reps” of the helpless—see 2:15-16
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The Features of a “True” Religion

Keeping Oneself Unspotted from the world

Note: One can be “religious” but “worldly”!

See it defined in I Jn. 2:16—a “system” of
Self-gratification, -glorification, -exaltation
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The Features of a “True” Religion

Does your “religion” teach you to:

Deny self or indulge self?
Seek the praise of God or of man?
Humble self or exalt self?


