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Introduction:  Knowing how to approach Genesis, historical, non-figurative, non-poetical language; and
understanding the plan of Genesis, the covenant making and keeping God Who is establishing His 
Kingdom on Earth;  we are ready to descend to the specific examination of His Words.  God starts with
the most profound of all truths.  The basic, fundamental, first presupposition of all intellection:  the 
existence of the Triune God.

1. The first line of the Bible reveals to us, precisely what we know intuitively, as it were 'in our
bones', Romans 1:20.  We are told:  (1)  That the universe, the heavens and the earth, had a beginning.  
Matter is not eternal.  Matter's cause does not reside in matter but outside of matter.  (2)  That the triune
God existed before the beginning.  (3)  That space and time had a beginning.  (4)  That God is eternal.

2. These are the absolute starting points for a Christian view of the world and of life.  
Everything else must be rooted in these presuppositions and propositions.  Any other starting point is 
myth, is falsehood.  Any other starting point is irrational and will be embracing death and disorder.

3. The triune God is eternal and existed before the beginning.  (1)  Jesus and the Father had 
glory before the world began, John 17:5.  (2)  Jesus was loved by the Father before the beginning, John 
17:24.  (3)  God elected His people before creation, Ephesians 1:4.  (4)  Jesus was foreordained to die 
on the cross before creation, 1 Peter 1:20.  (5)  God promised eternal life before creation, Titus 1:2.  (6)
The calling of the saints was before creation, 2 Timothy 1:9.  Do not miss the truth that is taught in 
these verses, that the eternal God is three persons.  There is interaction and personality before creation.

4. This is also asserted in the parallels to Genesis 1:1, "In the beginning" found in John 1:1-3  and
Hebrews 1:10.  Both make clear the presence of Jesus at and prior to creation and ascribe the work of 
creation to Him.

5. The eternality of God, what is meant by this?  It is certainly full of glory.  Note how Paul 
uses it in 1 Timothy 1:17 and Isaiah in 57:15.  Perhaps the most abused text which deals with this 
perfection of the Triune God is 2 Peter 3:8, which is an allusion to Psalm 90:4, in which the Psalmist is 
meditating on the eternality of God and the temporariness of man.  "It is duration without beginning, 
without end, and without succession."  "Eternal Now.  Psalm 2:7 speaks of the eternal generation of the
Son."  See Isaiah 46:10;  Acts 15:18.  Implications:  perfection and comprehensiveness.

6. The great Name of God which highlights His eternality is Jehovah (Yahweh or LORD) and is
first given to Moses at the burning bush, Exodus 3:14.  This Name is defined in Revelation 1:4, 8.  
[When a culture forgets eternity it becomes obsessed with youth and older people are denigrated.]

7. Francis Schaeffer identifies only four possible views of space and time.  "(1)  Once there 
was absolutely nothing and now there is something, (2)  Everything began with an impersonal 
something, (3)  Everything began with a personal something, and (4)  There is and always has been a 
dualism." (Genesis in Space and Time, p19)

8. Option #1 has never seriously been propounded.  Option #2 was the consensus of the 20th 
century, both of the East and of the West.  But two questions persistently testify to the falsehood of this
view:  Why does the universe have the form it has?  From where did personality come? or Who am I?  
Option #4 has never been successfully maintained because men always want to know why the two 
march along together in such a complementary manner - hence a unity is sought behind the duality.  
Option #3  The Bible begins asserting Personal Triune God created the universe.  It is this truth which 



has been the cornerstone of all Western Civilization.

9. The very opening words of the Bible gives us true perspective.  (1) We are told that we are 
absolutely dependent.  Our cause of existence is not found in ourselves.  Our purpose for existence is 
not found in ourselves.  (2)  We are told that there is One who is absolutely independent;  Whose 
existence is found in Himself, Whose purpose is found in Himself.  This One is the triune God Who 
has spoken of Himself in His inspired Bible.  There is an infinite different between this triune God and 
ourselves.  He is the uncreated Creator.  You and I are merely creatures!  The psalmist rebukes those 
who forget the difference between the eternal God and themselves, Psalm 50:21 (Read all.)

10. How ought you to respond to this truth?  By glorifying God in praise, adoration and wonder. 
And by self-negation and self-humiliation.  Your thoughts of God must increase.  Your thoughts of you
must decrease.  Nothing is so conducive to this as the contemplation of Genesis One.  

11. In summary, let me say it another way.  Consider Job.  He wanted to teach God a thing or 
three, Job 33:8-12.  But then God gave him a lesson on creation and providence, Job 38:1-18.  Then 
Job shut his mouth and was ready to listen to God's words, Job 42:1-6.  This is the precise purpose of 
the Holy Spirit in Genesis One.  To stop your mouth and mine.  To get us by the heart and by the 
ear so that we will shut up and listen to God's Word, Isaiah 66:2.


