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Prayer:  Father, we just again thank you for your grace.  I thank 

you for the everlasting arms that we can lean on, a nd we are just 

so grateful for those arms.  Father again, I just a gain see part of 

the reflection of those arms is the word you give u s to lean on as 

well.  And Father, today as we open up your word, w e once again 

want to pray that your Holy Spirit would be here, t hat you'd be 

guiding our eyes, our ears, our ability to take in and again by 

your Holy Spirit 's power enable us to make it of pe rmanent value.  

We pray this Jesus' name.  Amen.  

Well last week we were down in North Carolina atten ding my nephew's 

wedding, and at the rehearsal dinner there was all kinds of 

speeches as they normally are at those kind of thin gs, and one of 

the speeches, my nephew and his older brother were recounting their 

days as children.  And when the younger brother was  just -- just 

starting to learn how to read and he was struggling  to put the 

sounds of the letters together when his older broth er solemnly 

warned him, he said, "Just remember," he said, "if you learn to 



read, you're going to have to read every single wor d you see for 

the rest of your life."  You know, that's one way t o look at it.  

And again I wonder if we are not looking at this up coming election 

with the same type of perspective.  Unless we get a  certain result, 

it's going to be an absolute disaster and nothing g ood is going to 

be able to come from it.  And there's one part of t hat perspective 

that I think we're leaving out and that's the God p art.  We're in 

the book of Daniel who had life circumstances that were very, very 

similar to the ones that we're living in right now.   He was a 

stranger in a corrupt society, and as Christians, w e too are 

strangers watching the corruption of our society un fold right 

before our eyes.  

What I want to address this morning is the sense I get from many, 

many believers, not here, just in general, in conve rsation that the 

sky is falling and that life as we know it is going  to come to an 

end on November 9th.  What I want to convey to you this morning is 

that regardless the outcome of the election, God is  still 

sovereign.  He is stil l in charge and history is st ill marching 

precisely as he guided and directed it since the fa ll in the Garden 

of Eden.  

Now if you were living in Daniel's day and you saw light only from 

a street level perspective, you would have to concl ude that somehow 



or other, God's plan, it just failed and failed dis astrously.  Now 

you'd be completely mistaken but you only would hav e learned that 

by seeing these events from God's perspective.  And  the only way to 

do that is to read about them in God's book as Dani el did.  And we 

are in a very similar situation.  We're thinking th e sky might fall 

on November 9th and that perspective is just as mis taken, and the 

solution is exactly the same.  We need to be readin g God's book.  I 

don't want to look at these events from street leve l.  I want to 

look at these events from God's perspective and aga in, the only way 

to do that is to put them in context with God's wor d.  

Now last time out we looked at three of the bizarre  dreams that 

Daniel was involved in.  One was the one that he in terpreted for 

Nebuchadnezzar, the other two were ones that he had  himself.  And 

understand, every one of these dreams was about the  politics of the 

day that Daniel was living in.  I want to go back f or a minute to 

the dream that Daniel first interpreted for King Ne buchadnezzar, 

this is at the very beginning of the book of Daniel , to see these 

events not from street level but from God's perspec tive, 'cause 

God's perspective is the only one that really count s.  Daniel 

describes this first dream in Daniel 2:31 , he says:  "You saw, O 

king, and behold, a great image.  This image, might y and of 

exceeding brightness, stood before you, and its app earance was 

frightening.  The head of this image was of fine go ld, its chest 



and arms of silver, its middle and thighs of bronze , its legs of 

iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay."   

There's a good description of this text in a passag e captioned by 

Tony Reinke who was writing for Desiring God, he said this, he 

said:  "The statute was a stack of nations, said Da niel.  The metal 

man was capped with Babylon, (represented in the go ld head), placed 

atop Medo-Persia (the silver torso and arms), place d atop Greece 

(the bronze belly and thighs), and placed atop Rome  at the bottom 

(the legs of iron and feet of clay).  This layered statue 

represented a succession of the world's four great superpowers from 

Daniel's day into the future, all stacked verticall y and cemented 

together.  Then it toppled."  

And Daniel continues in verse 34, he says:  " As you looked, a stone 

was cut out by no human hand, and it struck the ima ge on its feet 

of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces.  Then t he iron, the 

clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, all tog ether were 

broken in pieces, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing 

floors; and the wind carried them away, so that not  a trace of them 

could be found.  But the stone that struck the imag e became a great 

mountain and fil led the whole earth."  

Again Reinke goes on to describe this passage this way, he says 



this:  "The statute was targeted by a stone, which flew into the 

dream like a comet, smashed into the statute's feet , and, on 

impact, shattered the entire statute like safety gl ass.  With one 

blow, the statute exploded into a pile of rubble, p ulverized into a 

heap of human superpower dust, barely hitting the g round before the 

wind blew it all away into oblivion.  The small met eoric stone, now 

on the ground, began to grow and expand into a moun tain that 

covered the entire earth -- the image of a new and unshakable 

kingdom now spread out over every continent, displa cing all the 

world's superpowers in history."  

And Daniel goes on to describe a kingdom like no ot her.  He says in 

verse 34:  "And in the days of those kings the God of heaven w ill 

set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor  shall the 

kingdom be left to another people."   Well, Daniel's telling 

Nebuchadnezzar that God's going to set up an eterna l kingdom, it 

will never be turned over to another.  Not only wil l had have no 

end but it will completely and utterly overwhelm an d destroy all 

the kingdoms of earth.  Verse 44 continues, it says :  "It shall 

break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them t o an end, and it 

shall stand forever, just as you saw that a stone w as cut from a 

mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pie ces the iron, 

the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold.  A great God has 

made known to the king what shall be after this.  T he dream is 



certain, and its interpretation sure."  

Now what Daniel is saying to Nebuchadnezzar, someth ing I speak of 

over and over again, and what Daniel is saying is h e's pointing out 

that there are always two kingdoms in operation her e, there is the 

visible kingdom that Daniel is a part of and that N ebuchadnezzar is 

temporarily the head of, very impressive, it 's the entire world 

that we know of that we see horizontally.  But ther e's also the 

invisible kingdom, and it's one that sits high and above all things 

including all earthly kingdoms that God has dominio n over.  Now 

Nebuchadnezzar's kingdom of gold will be replaced b y Persia which 

will be replaced by Greece which would be replaced by Rome and 

during Rome's rule the king of this universe is goi ng to arrive on 

earth in a town in Bethlehem in a cave or a barn, w e don't know 

which, when a peasant woman named Mary and her husb and Joseph would 

oversee the entry of God himself into the world of flesh and blood. 

Now we have to look at Nebuchadnezzar's dream as so mething unique.  

It is God's invitation to view history from his per spective.  And 

from God's perspective, history is simply -- you've  heard it many, 

many times -- history is his story.  It 's really th e unfolding of 

his plan.  And God uses the dream to lay out his pl an hundreds of 

years before it actually took place.  Daniel rattle s off the 

details of this dream that includes Jesus's birth e ven though 



Daniel lived 500 years before Jesus was born.  And again, you have 

to remember the context that Daniel is operating in  here.  I mean, 

he is standing before Nebuchadnezzar.  This man is at the peak of 

his power.  He reigns over the entire world.  And h ere's Daniel 

telling Nebuchadnezzar that not only is his kingdom  going to come 

to an end but that it's going to be replaced by thr ee subsequently 

different kingdoms, each of a lesser quality, that it's going to go 

from gold to silver to bronze and then to iron.  An d that during 

that reign of iron, power is going to be splintered  and divided but 

then the king of the universe is going to arrive.  And I pointed 

out the last time the reason why critics of the boo k of Daniel 

claim that it 's a fraud, that it's been written ahe ad of time and 

then designed to look as if it 's prophetic is becau se what Daniel 

predicted to the last detail is exactly what took p lace.  Now the 

reason why these predictions are so threatening is not because they 

are so pinpoint accurate.  It's because of what it is they are 

predicting.  Again, verse 44, Daniel's dream says:  "And in the 

days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a  kingdom that 

shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another 

people.  It shall break in pieces all these kingdom s and bring them 

to an end, and it shall stand forever."   

Like I said, we're just talking about two different  kingdoms here.  

There's the kingdom of heaven which rules over all of space and 



time and the kingdom of earth which is temporary, w hich is locked 

into a timetable that will end with its complete an d utter 

destruction.  And if you're wondering why people ha ve a viscerally 

negative reaction towards Christianity, you'll find  the reason 

right here in Nebuchadnezzar's dream.  Again:  "As you looked, a 

stone was cut out by no human hand, and it struck t he image on its 

feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces.  T hen the iron, 

the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, all  together were 

broken in pieces, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing 

floors; and the wind carried them away, so that not  a trace of them 

could be found.  But the stone that struck the imag e became a great 

mountain and fil led the whole earth."   Well, that stone that Daniel 

was talking about is Jesus Christ.  He is the conqu ering lion who 

will grind all of the kingdoms of this world litera lly into powder 

that is blown away by the wind.  See, God says ther e's not going to 

be a ceasefire here.  There's not going to be a tru ce.  There's not 

going to be some negotiated settlement.  Instead th ere's going to 

be complete and total victory for one kingdom and u tter 

annihilation for the other.  See, the kingdom of Go d and the 

kingdom of this world will never, never make nice w ith one another.  

And Jesus is its worst nightmare.  That's why the p eople of this 

world have a gut-level hatred of the gospel that mo st of them don't 

even recognize.  Jesus understood this and he made it crystally 

clear as he was explaining the way this world works  to his 



disciples.  He said in John 15 , he said:  "If the world hates you, 

know that it hated me before it hated you.  If you were of this 

world, the world would love you as its own; but bec ause you are not 

of the world, but I chose you out of the world, the refore the world 

hates you."   See, according to Daniel, Jesus is the stone that  

after crushing the kingdoms of the world is going t o become this 

mountain that encompasses the entire earth.  So you  say, is it any 

wonder that he will be hated by this world?  And Je sus himself 

acknowledged that in the conversation he was having  with the 

religious leaders who had soundly rejected him as M essiah, because 

he didn't fit their image of what he was supposed t o be.  I mean 

the very ones who were supposed to be welcoming the  Messiah with 

open arms were those who were already pre comitted to his 

destruction.  And to them Jesus referred to himself  as a stone who 

would break them into pieces.  In Matthew 21  it says:  Jesus said 

to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures:  ' The stone that 

the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; t his was the 

Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes'?  Th erefore I tell 

you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you  and given to a 

people producing its fruits.  And the one who falls  on this stone 

will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyo ne, it will 

crush him."   

Jesus Christ poses an existential threat to the kin gdoms of this 



world.  There's no truce, there's no cease-fire tha t is ever going 

to take place between these two kingdoms.  They are  both devoted to 

the other's destruction.  One represents truth and light and the 

other represents destruction, deception and lies.  And the king who 

Daniel says will be born during the rule of iron wi ll be the one 

responsible for the utter destruction of the kingdo ms of the world.  

And again, Daniel's describing this king as a stone .  Verse 45: 

"Just as you saw that a stone was cut from a mounta in by no human 

hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bro nze, the clay, 

the silver, and the gold.  A great God has made kno wn to the king 

what shall be after this.  The dream is certain, an d its 

interpretation sure."   

Here's where Daniel's word is speaking directly to us.  See, all of 

us, every one in this room has been born into that kingdom that is 

headed for absolute destruction.  God says "the dream is certain, 

and its interpretation sure."   But, but if you are a child of God, 

that is if you by faith have asked Jesus Christ to be your Lord and 

Savior, if he who is God in the flesh, if he is wil ling to stand in 

your place before God, then things are going to be different.  

God's justice has no choice but to condemn sin, and  we all l ike 

sheep have gone astray, we are sinners, every singl e one of us, but 

as the prophet Isaiah said:  All we like sheep have gone astray; we 

have turned -- every one -- to his own way; and the  LORD has laid 



on him the iniquity of us all.   And because God laid on Jesus 

Christ our iniquity, we can now stand spotless and clean before God 

as his children.  And so the bottom line is this, i f you are a 

child of God, you are a citizen of planet earth and  of the kingdom 

of God.  That means you hold dual citizenship.  And  you hold dual 

citizenship in two opposing kingdoms.  That's why G od calls us to 

be in the world but not of the world.  And we all k now that it's 

very easy to get caught up in the kingdom that has the immediacy 

that earth does, and easier still to get caught up in its politics.  

You know, we begin to think that if we don't get th e right 

political results then the wheels are going to fall  off and we're 

just going to go right off a cliff.  What if I tell  you that 

regardless the outcome of November 9th, we are stil l blessed to be 

part of an eternal kingdom that God has shepherded from eternity 

past through the present and one that he will sheph erd right 

through to the future return of Christ no longer as  the gentle 

shepherd but then as the roaring lion.  The best wa y to gain a 

perspective on God's way through our politics is to  see how he 

operated in Daniel's circumstances because they so closely mirror 

ours.  You know, if you could see God's hand guidin g the past, 

shepherding the present, and proclaiming the future , it could 

change the way you see your own present circumstanc es, particularly 

when it comes to elections such as the one that we are facing.  You 

see, these political upheavals, they are not random , they are not 



by chance or by power or by political posturing or even by a 

diabolical press.  They are all subject to the sove reign hand of 

God who rules over everything, including politics.  And I 

understand how people can look at the news every si ngle day and 

throw up their hands and just give in to fear, but here's where 

God's word strengthens us.  You see, we have only t o go back in 

time in this case to Daniel's time to see clearly G od's hand at 

work.  And when we understand how thoroughly and co mpletely God is 

in charge, we will be able to face November 9th, re gardless the 

outcome.  

I want you to consider the street level perspective  if you were 

Daniel living in Daniel's day.  Now when Nebuchadne zzar defeated 

Jehoiakim, he not only captured and kidnapped Israe l's finest, 

remember what he did, he also assaulted the temple and stole the 

sacred vessels that were within it.  Now I have no doubt on the 

street level, the victims of this assault saw this as a collapse of 

God's power.  But anyone with a right perspective w ould have seen, 

they would have known that it was God who was behin d it all.  And 

today anyone with a Bible can figure out that God's  perspective 

went years back to the reign of King Hezekiah who p receded 

Jehoiakim, and that God had warned the kings of Isr ael many years 

before that if they continued to disobey, there wou ld be dire 

consequences.  And he even prophesied through the p rophet Isaiah 



years in advance exactly what those consequences wo uld be.  Listen 

to what he said in Isaiah 39:5.  This is God speaking through 

Isaiah.   He says:  Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, "Hear the word of 

the LORD of hosts:  Behold, the days are coming, wh en all that is 

in your house, and that which your fathers have sto red up til l this 

day, shall be carried to Babylon.  Nothing shall be  left, says the 

LORD.  And some of your own sons, who will come fro m you, whom you 

will father, shall be taken away, and they shall be  eunuchs in the 

palace of the king of Babylon."  Then Hezekiah said  to Isaiah, "The 

word of the LORD that you have spoken is good."  Fo r he thought, 

"there will be peace and security in my days."   And he was right, 

there was peace and security during Hezekiah's days  but that ended 

with Jehoiakim.  And precisely as God had indicated , men had come 

from a far country and had begun the process of tak ing from 

Jerusalem every single thing that Israel had, every thing that meant 

anything to them.  And for the next 70 years, Danie l and the people 

of Israel would be under the thumb of Babylon.  Thi ngs couldn't 

have looked bleaker, I mean, how in the world could  Israel allow 

itself to be put in so awful a circumstance?  How c ould Israel's 

God allow himself to be so humiliated?  Well, we un derstand God by 

understanding his word.  And his word is very clear  that God is 

willing to undergo humiliation and seeming defeat i n order to put 

his plan, his story, into action.  



Now a street level assessment of Daniel's day was t hat God was 

utterly humiliated and defeated by Nebuchadnezzar.  A God's level 

perspective of the very same events was that everyt hing is working 

out exactly according to plan.  In fact we know as we look at 

scripture that the plan was leaked to the prophet I saiah many years 

before it was actually executed so that when it was  executed, we 

would know this was God's doing.  This wasn't Nebuc hadnezzar's.  

And God punctuates his seeming humiliation and defe at by stating in 

his word exactly how this is coming about.  He says  in Daniel 1:2:  

And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his -- that's 

Nebuchadnezzar's  -- hand, with some of the vessels of the house of 

God.   Nebuchadnezzar didn't do that; God did that.  

And so we fast forward and we fast forward thousand s of years.  Now 

today we find many, many Christians asking themselv es the very same 

kinds of questions.  How can our God allow himself to be 

humiliated?  How can he allow himself to be apparen tly defeated?  

You know, instead of Nebuchadnezzar we now have ISI S in the very 

place that birthed Christianity raping, pillaging, and mocking the 

kingdom of God with seeming impunity.  And here at home we face a 

bewildering array of attacks against the very found ations of the 

faith and that we've always accepted as being rock solid.  And we 

have perversion, we have fornication, we have child  sacrifice that 

have now become normal accepted parts of our cultur e.  And woe to 



you if you stand against it.  And so is it any wond er that many 

Christians today seem to either be captured by the culture or 

bewildered by a God who seems to do nothing to stop  its slide.  You 

know, we sing "Our God Is Greater," but I wonder if  we secretly 

doubt that to be the case.  

So how can an all-powerful God allow himself to be put in this kind 

of a situation?  Well, let me counter that thinking  by stating that 

God knows precisely and exactly what he's doing, th at what is 

unfolding on the other side of the world and right here, right now 

in our own backyard is no surprise whatsoever to Go d, and one that 

is still part of his sovereign plan for us.  You mi ght say, well, 

how can you say that with any confidence?  Well, th e first thing we 

have to do is look at all of these circumstances th at we see around 

us, look at them not from the street level perspect ive but from 

God's perspective.  And the view from street level at Daniel's day 

is certainly, the beginning of the book of Daniel i s absolute 

catastrophe.  And it's only when we go back to the book of Isaiah 

to see his prophecy laying out precisely what was g oing to happen 

ahead of time that we're able to fast forward to th e actual events 

and see them not as some disaster taking God by sur prise but as the 

unfolding of his plan that he knew centuries ahead of time.  Well, 

the very same perspective is what needs to guide us  as we look at 

the second dream that Daniel is speaking of here.  



Daniel's second dream deals with political turmoil in the form of 

four strange beasts.  Daniel has this dream and in it there's this 

lion eagle hybrid-like creature, there's a bear, th ere's a leopard, 

and there's this creature that seems to defy descri ption.  It had 

iron teeth, great iron teeth and ten horns and it w as terrifyingly 

evil and seemingly all-powerful.  Daniel 7:7  says this:  "After 

that, in my vision at night I looked, and there bef ore me was a 

fourth beast -- terrifying and frightening and very  powerful.  It 

had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its v ictims and 

trampled underfoot whatever was left.  It was diffe rent from all 

the former beasts, and it had ten horns.  While I w as thinking 

about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little one 

which came up among them; and three of the first ho rns were 

uprooted before it.  This horn had eyes like the ey es of a human 

being and a mouth that spoke boastfully."   Now again, how in the 

world are you going to figure -- what in the world is this?  But in 

this dream we are given the blessing of an interpre tation and we're 

told these are political entities.  Daniel 7:16  says:  "I 

approached one of those standing there and asked hi m the meaning of 

all this.  So he told me and gave me the interpreta tion of these 

things:  The four great beasts are four kings that will rise from 

the earth."   Okay.  So God tells us that he's in charge of thi s 

horned creature who is reeking all of this street l evel havoc on 

earth and then in the dream we're taken to the very  throne room of 



God himself and we learn the fate of this terrifyin g beast.  This 

is Daniel 7:11.  Daniel says:  "Then I continued to watch because 

of the boastful words the horn was speaking.  I kep t looking until 

the beast was slain and its body destroyed and thro wn into the 

blazing fire.  (The other beasts had been stripped of their 

authority, but were allowed to live for a period of  time.)"   Okay.  

In this dream we see as Daniel is looking on, basic ally God is 

telling this terrifying creature, your time is up, your judgment is 

nigh.  And so Daniel's describing God summarily exe cuting him on 

the spot, destroying his body and throwing him into  a blazing fire, 

and the other four are stripped of their authority but allowed to 

live for a time.  Now this is a God's eye view of w hat appears on 

ground level street level to be utter chaos.  This creature is 

killing Christians.  This creature is mocking God w ith impunity and 

he's doing so under the watchful eye of a God who c ould instantly 

destroy him.  And we know that because when this cr eature's time is 

up, God dispatches him like an insect.  You know, t he beast was 

slain, its body destroyed, and thrown into the blaz ing fire.  And 

then after God disposes of the creature we are intr oduced in this 

dream to the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Liste n to this, this 

is Daniel 7:13 .  Daniel says:  "In my vision at night I looked, and 

there before me was one like a Son of Man, coming w ith the clouds 

of heaven.  He approached the Ancient of Days and w as led into his 

presence.  He was given authority, glory and sovere ign power; all 



nations and peoples of every language worshiped him .  His dominion 

is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away,  and his kingdom 

is one that will never be destroyed."   Well, here in this vision 

that Daniel's given us, we see Jesus and he's comin g with the 

clouds of heaven with all of the authority, glory a nd power that 

belongs to him.  And here in this dream lies the po wer to 

understand what is going on today around the world and how Jesus 

would have us respond to what appears to be God's h umiliation and 

defeat.  You see, Daniel's description of Jesus, it 's one of the 

most glorious in all of the scripture.  It 's a visi on of the entire 

world recognizing and glorifying King Jesus.  That' s reality.  

That's reality from God's perspective.  But street level is very, 

very different.  

We fast forward from this heavenly dream hundreds o f years to a 

back room where the Sanhedrin has gathered around t he Jesus that 

they've sensed they've finally captured.  And he's already been 

arrested, he's been mocked, he's been slapped, he's  been beaten 

around.  This is the very same Christ who the whole  universe in 

Daniel's dream is bowing down to worship as someone  coming with all 

authority in the clouds of heaven.  This same Jesus  is now in a 

sham trial conducted by the Sanhedrin and he's accu sed in Matthew 

26:61:  "This fellow said, 'I am able to destroy th e temple of God 

and rebuild it in three days.'"  Then the high prie st stood up and 



said to Jesus, "Are you not going to answer?  What is this 

testimony that these men are bringing against you?"   But Jesus 

remained silent.  The high priest said to him, "I c harge you under 

oath by the living God:  Tell us if you are the Mes siah, the son of 

God."  "You have said so," Jesus replied.  "But I s ay to all of 

you:  From now on you will see the Son of Man sitti ng at the right 

hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."   

See, Jesus is the very one, the only one who can sp eak from 

experience as the Mighty One coming on the clouds o f heaven.  Jesus 

is giving the high priest the God's eye view of rea lity.  And the 

high priest responds with the street level view acc ompanied with 

violence.  Verse 65:  And the high priest tore his clothes and 

said, "He has spoken blasphemy!  Why do we need any  more witnesses?  

Look now, you have heard the blasphemy.  What do yo u think?"  "He 

is worthy of death," they answered.  Then they spit  in his face and 

struck him with their fists.  Others slapped him an d said, 

"Prophesy to us, Messiah.  Who hit you?"   We all know where the 

story goes from there.  We know the slapping goes t o beating and 

then flogging and then crucifixion and then death.  And once again 

street level evidence is that God has been utterly humiliated and 

defeated.  If you're one of Jesus's disciples and y ou're watching 

him breathe his last as his body is utterly beaten and pierced and 

he's finally giving up his Spirit, you will hardly think that this 



is a sovereign God who is in control of all things,  at street 

level.  But then we go to God's word for his perspe ctive on the 

very same event and we read in Colossians 2:13, God says:  When you 

were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of  your flesh, God 

made you alive with Christ.  He forgave us all our sins, having 

canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, whic h stood against 

us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.  

And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public 

spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cros s.   See, the 

authorities thought they were nailing Jesus to the cross.  That's 

the street level view.  The God's eye view, the vie w that really 

counts is that Jesus was nailing our sin to the cro ss.  And that by 

offering up his flawlessly perfect life, he was dis arming the 

powers and authorities that rule over us because of  our sin.  And 

so the religious authorities mocked Jesus and they delighted in 

making a public spectacle of him in his torment, li ttle realizing 

that a watching universe consisting of creatures we  know nothing 

about was watching Jesus make a public spectacle of  them and that 

Jesus was triumphing over them by the cross.  And s o it should be 

self-evident by now that Jesus doesn't fight and Je sus doesn't win 

the way we perceive fighting and winning.  Street-l evel evidence of 

God's triumph is oftentimes in very short supply.  Can I tell you 

something?  God couldn't care less.  God sees the b ig picture, the 

long picture, the eternal picture, the picture that  stretches for 



eternity.  

So how do we put that into perspective concerning t he United States 

and this upcoming election?  Well, you can make eit her of two 

choices.  You can employ either of two different pe rspectives.  You 

can choose the street level perspective and be wrac ked with fear 

and certain that the sky is absolutely falling, or you can choose 

the God's eye perspective and see things in an alto gether different 

way.  I have to tell you what is dangerous about Go d's perspective 

is that what matters to God is often times not what  matters to us.  

What matters to God is the glory of his Son and the  growth of his 

church.  I heard people say the events of this elec tion could usher 

in the beginning of persecution for the church, and  from a 

street-level view that's bad and maybe it's very ba d; but from a 

God's eye view, it may be the best thing that has e ver happened to 

the church.  I've been a Christian 40 years.  And f or most of those 

40 years I've been a witness to a steady decline in  the glory, in 

the honor, in the witness that the church has been charged with 

bearing.  I've seen the commitment level of the ave rage Christian 

drop precipitously as their enslavement to a thousa nd other little 

mini commitments to what end amounts to nothing gro ws.  I've seen 

interest in growing and learning about the most imp ortant person 

you and I will ever encounter, the Lord Jesus Chris t, get pushed 

way back to the back burner while things not even r emotely 



comparable rise to the top, and I wonder if persecu tion isn't 

exactly what we need.  And I should also point out that persecution 

that I'm talking about, the persecution that we are  going to -- 

quote -- "potentially get" is a pin prick compared to what our 

brothers and sisters right now are already enduring .  

Just two days ago I read this account from Christia n Aid Mission 

about indigenous missionaries, the ones who refused  to leave 

Aleppo.  Let me just read you this account:  

"I asked them to leave but I gave them the freedom to choose," said 

the ministry director, his voice tremulous as he re called their 

horrific deaths.  "As their leader, I should have i nsisted that 

they leave."  They stayed because they believed the y were called to 

share Christ with those caught in the crossfire," h e said.  "Every 

time we talked to them," the director said, "they w ere always 

saying, 'We want to stay here -- this is what God h as told us to 

do.  This is what we want to do.'  They wanted to s tay and share 

the gospel."  Those who chose to stay could have sc attered and hid 

in other areas, as their surviving family members d id.  On a visit 

to the surviving relatives in hiding, the ministry director learned 

of the cruel executions.  The relatives said ISIS m ilitants on 

August 7 captured the Christian workers in a villag e whose name is 

withheld for security reasons.  On August 28th, the  militants asked 



if they had renounced Islam for Christianity.  When  the Christians 

said that they had, the rebels asked if they wanted  to return to 

Islam.  The Christians said they would never renoun ce Christ.  The 

41-year-old team leader, his young son and two mini stry members in 

their 20s were questioned at one village site where  the ISIS 

militants had summoned a crowd.  The team leader pr esided over nine 

house churches he had helped to establish.  His son  was two months 

away from his 13th birthday.  In front of the team leader and 

relatives in the crowd, the Islamic extremists cut off the 

fingertips of the boy, severely beat him, telling h is father they 

would stop the torture only if he, the father, retu rned to Islam.  

When the team leader refused, relatives said, the I SIS militants 

also tortured and beat him and two other ministry w orkers.  The 

three men and the boy then met their deaths in cruc ifixion.  "All 

were badly brutalized and then crucified," the mini stry leader 

said.  "They were left on their crosses for two day s.  No one was 

allowed to remove them."  The martyrs died beside s igns the ISIS 

militants had put them identifying them as "infidel s."  

That's persecution.  That's the real stuff.  Now th e question that 

I ask myself when I read this is would I have staye d to share the 

gospel with others when I know I could have left?  None of us can 

answer that question.  But I can tell you a church that has grown 

fat and indolent and selfish because it has no stre ss and no strife 



other than an occasional tussle over nativity scene s in public 

parks is not a church that is prepared to go to war  for the gospel.  

I 'm not asking for the horrors of ISIS to descend o n our country, 

believe me, but as a pastor, I have to be completel y honest.  I 

wonder if an absence of any persecution has made us  perhaps in such 

a way that God sees persecution coming to us as a b lessing, by 

making our choices to serve him more costly, our he arts to worship 

him more willing to sacrifice, and our minds to stu dy him more 

willing to see his word the perspective it gives us  as precious. 

People say well, what about pro-life?  What about a ll the cultural 

rot?  What about this political party shaking its f ist at God and 

seeming to get away with it?  I know this year the gloves are off.  

And both party platforms are clear and unequivocal and they call 

for a response.  I was recently talking to my siste r and everybody 

knows the struggles that everybody has with the ele ction this year, 

but my sister's response to both candidates is to s ay, she said 

this year I'm not voting for presidents, I'm voting  for platforms.  

And I wanted to just -- because I don't think you'v e even seen 

this.  I just wanted to give you this.  This is in one area alone 

in terms of comparison.  I want to read you the Rep ublican party 

platform section, just four issues having to do wit h abortion, and 

I want to compare it to the Democratic party platfo rm.  There's 

lots of other issues but this is where I'm talking about there are 



parts of our politics that are literally shaking th eir fist in 

God's face.  This is the Republican platform on pro -life issues.  

They say:  The Constitution guarantees that no one can "be deprived 

of life, liberty or property.  This deliberately ec hoes the 

Declaration of Independence's proclamation that "al l" are "endowed 

by their Creator" with the inalienable right to lif e.  Accordingly, 

we assert the sanctity of human life and affirm tha t the unborn 

child has a fundamental right to life which cannot be infringed.  

We support a human life amendment to the Constituti on and 

legislation to make clear that the Fourteenth Amend ment's 

protections apply to children before birth.  We opp ose the use of 

public funds to perform or promote abortion or to f und 

organizations, like Planned Parenthood, so long as they provide or 

refer for elective abortions or sell fetal body par ts rather than 

provide healthcare.  And finally, we call for a per manent ban on 

federal funding and subsidies for abortion and heal thcare plans 

that include abortion coverage.  That's the Republi can side.

The Democratic platform states with the very same i ssues:  "We will 

appoint judges who defend the constitutional princi ples of liberty 

and equality for all, and will protect a woman's ri ght to safe and 

legal abortion.  We will fight Republican efforts t o roll back the 

clock on women's health and reproductive rights, an d stand up for 

Planned Parenthood.  We will continue to stand up t o Republican 



efforts to defund Planned Parenthood health centers , which provide 

critical health services to millions of people.  We  will continue 

to oppose -- and seek to overturn -- federal and st ate laws and 

policies that impede a woman's access to abortion, including by 

repealing the Hyde Amendment."  That means that we' re going to make 

tax money pay for abortions and you will pay.  "We will support 

sexual and reproductive health and rights around th e globe."  That 

also means that we intend to export this.  

This is just abortion.  If you read the documents, there are like 

30 or 40 pages.  There are all kinds of other areas  where one party 

is literally shaking its fist in God's face.  I'm n ot telling you 

which way to vote, but I can tell you this much, we  have a vision 

like Daniel had a vision.  Daniel in 8:27 says:  And I, Daniel, was 

overcome and lay sick for some days.  Then I arose and went about 

the king's business, but I was appalled by the visi on and did not 

understand it.   I 'm looking at a vision that is appalling.  It is  

literally appalling.  And so we respond like Daniel  responds, we do 

the very best that we can but then we trust God for  the results and 

we do the next thing.  If we elect a very pro-abort ion Hillary 

Clinton, then we just double our efforts to change the hearts and 

minds of those who are pressured into aborting.  An d if marriage 

equality and gender confusion begin to reign even m ore in our 

culture, then we double down on our efforts to chan ge the hearts 



and minds of people who are enslaved by those lies.   And we do this 

because we know this honors God and glorifies his c hurch.  And we 

do it knowing it is by God's grace and power alone by the power of 

the Holy Spirit that hearts are brought into the ki ngdom of God.  

And I guess what I'm saying is for us -- not just u s locally, but 

the church itself in this country, it's time for us  to put on our 

big boy pants.  This is serious stuff.  And it's ti me for us to 

recognize the real possibility that regardless the outcome of 

November 9th, neither candidate deserves our trust.   But God does.  

We have the privilege of God's book.  And God's boo k takes us 

literally into the throne room of heaven.  And it s hows us that 

politics on -- at street level in Daniel's day is n ot that much 

different from politics on the street level in our day.  And the 

solution is stil l the same.  We pray, we worship, a nd we trust in 

God's sovereign hand.  We follow the very same word s that Jeremiah 

spoke that empowered Daniel in Jeremiah 29, he said:  But seek the 

welfare of the city where I have sent you into exil e and pray to 

the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will  find your 

welfare.   Then we do the next thing.  Let's pray.  

Father, I just want to again, I just I want to pray  for the spirit 

of fear that I just sense so many people being defe ated by this, 

the sense that the sky is falling, we're going off a cliff and what 

will happen to us.  And Lord, I just want to reasse rt the fact that 



you are absolutely sovereign and nothing, not a mol ecule anywhere 

is out of the place you want it to be in, including  our politics.  

And so Lord, whatever the results on November 9th, you will still 

be king, you will stil l be honored, you will stil l be glorified, 

you will stil l sovereignly rule.  Help us to unders tand that.  Help 

us to trust in that.  Help us to go forward regardl ess.  We pray in 

Jesus' name.  Amen.  


