
We Long for Personal Integrity
Romans 6:14-16

REVIEW

I. “For sin shall not have dominion over you.”

     A. This is amazingly good news!  Sin's oppressive rule is ended.  All is conquered!  We are free! 

     B. How so?  By what means?  

II. “For ye are not under the law, but under grace.”         4 truths explain:

     A. A person under the law is shut up to its demands of perfection, but people under grace have met
         those demands in their Substitute – Gal. 3:10, 13.

     B. A person under the law is cut off from enabling grace, since works and grace are mutually
         exclusive, but people freed from the law have access to great grace – Rom. 11:6, Eph. 2:7.

     C. A person under the law is therefore frustrated by utter hopelessness, while people under 
          grace abide in a sure, living hope that never fades away – Eph. 2:12, I Pet. 1:3.

     D. A person under the law is driven to sin the more, while those under grace are driven to more and
          more victorious godliness – Rom. 7:5, II Cor. 3:18.

Listen, dear Christian: “Sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under 
grace.”  Say goodbye forever to the law as an awful lord. Today you are free.  In Jesus Christ you have 
met every demand of the law with perfection, you have access to a great unending tidal wave of God's 
favor, you can abide in the encouragement of a living hope, and in love and gratitude you are liberated 
to grow, grow, and grow in victorious godliness!

“But,” a person may still ask, “Why should we implement this victory past getting our own sins 
removed and securing heaven?  What's our motivation to go through the work of working this out?”

Here's the answer . . .

III. Reasons To Implement Christ's Victory

    A. Impact on God.  Continued failure on my part ...

1. Gives no glory to God as victor.  What happened to . . .

     “Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory” ??!! (I Cor. 15:57)

     “Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and  
       praise of God” ??!! (Phil. 1:11)



2. Shows ingratitude for the Son's sacrifice.

     “Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.” (II Cor. 9:15) 

3. Reveals no grace applied by the Holy Spirit.  

     Continuing to sin shows “despite [insult] unto the Spirit of grace.” (Heb. 10:29)

4. Obstructs the fellowship which, believe it or not, God wants to have with each of us.      

     We are called unto fellowship with the Lord (I Cor. 1:9).

    B. Impact on the church – Where is the enlightenment and encouragement for the saints if they see
  no victory in me?

1. How can I say, “Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart”  
                (Ps. 27:14) if my own heart has not been strengthened?

2. How effectively will I provoke the brethren unto love and good works (Heb. 10:23-24) if I  
    personally am not experiencing the victory Christ won over sin?

    C. Impact on the lost – Words are cheap.  People want to know what our God can do.  

1. “So you are what victory looks like?”  I was arrogant before and still am today?  I was 
      undisciplined, or gossipy, or petty, or angry, or unreliable, or fleshly . . . and still am today?

2. Our lives should create thirst for God (Matt. 5:13-16)!

    D. Impact on self 

1. Our souls cry out for spiritual authenticity (Rom. 7:24; cf. 7:15)!

2. Who here enjoys playing the hypocrite? Who wants that title to sum up his life?

3. We know God has no pleasure in hypocrites – Isa. 9:17.

4. Hypocrites shall not come before God – Job 13:16.

5. Am I to be the cup Jesus describes in Luke 11:39 or the tomb in Matt. 23:27?

6. Oh, the sting of Jesus' rebuke in Matt. 12:33-35.

7. What text gives the flip side of Prov. 6:16-19?  Ps. 15.  See the opposite of hypocrisy.

8. We're talking here of INTEGRITY!!  See it there in Rom. 6:14-16.  We are not what we say  
    but what we do.

IV. The Issue Today Is Integrity.  

     A. Definition

1. The word means moral uprightness, wholeness, entireness, an unbroken state, continuity,  
    consistency, genuineness. 



     B. The following verses speak to the topic . . .

“And God said unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy 
  heart.” (Gen. 20:6)

“And if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father walked, in integrity of heart, and in  
  uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded thee, and wilt keep my statutes and  
  my judgments: Then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel for ever, as I  
  promised to David thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man upon the throne of Israel.” 

   (I Ki. 9:4-5)

“Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity?” (Job 2:9a)

“Till I die I will not remove mine integrity from me.” (Job 27:5b) 

“Let me be weighed in an even balance, that God may know mine integrity.” (Job 31:6)

“Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on thee.” (Ps. 25:21)

“But as for me, I will walk in mine integrity: redeem me, and be merciful unto me.” (Ps. 26:11)

“The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the perverseness of transgressors shall 
  destroy them.” (Prov. 11:3)

“Better is the poor that walketh in his integrity, than he that is perverse in his lips, and is a 
  fool.” (Prov. 19:1)

“The just man walketh in his integrity: his children are blessed after him.” (Prov. 20:7)

We might be like the salesman waiting to see the purchasing agent so he could submit his company’s 
bid. While he was waiting, he couldn’t help but notice that his competitor’s bid was sitting on the 
purchasing agent’s desk. 

Unfortunately, the actual figure for the competitor’s bid was covered by a Coke can. 

He got to thinking: How could it hurt if he took just a quick look? No one would ever need to know. So 
he reached over and lifted the Coke can. But his heart sank as he watched thousands of BB’s pour out 
from the bottomless can and scatter across the desktop.

It was a test set up by the purchasing agent … and he failed it. Needless to say, he didn’t get that 
company’s business. 

Whether we care about our impact on God, the church, the lost, and ourselves will be indicated by how 
much we implement the victory Christ has won for us.  What we do, not what we say, reveals who is 
really our lord.  Continuing or not continuing in sin displays our integrity.



DISCUSSION

1. Are you sufficiently motivated to implement in your personal life the victory Christ has won?  
    List your motivations.

2. Describe the cup in Luke 11:39 and the grave in Matt. 23:27.  Make application.

3. What would be your counsel to people in our local church as to the way to grow in integrity?

4. Give practical life illustrations of integrity in keeping with Jesus' question, “Why call ye me, Lord, 
    Lord, and do not the things that I say?” (Luke 6:46)


