
A Light in the Darkness
THE DOCTRINE OF THE WORD OF GOD



Inerrancy | Concepts and Distinctions

• The Word “Inerrant” | Where Almost Everyone Agrees

– To be without error; to be wholly true

• This is simply a dictionary definition that lexicographers have assimilated from 
observation of widespread usage of the term in the English language.

• The Concept of “Inerrant” Scripture | Where All the Disagreement Lies

– Particularly when applied to Scripture, there are many conceptual questions that 
must be asked (and answered) to even begin a discussion about whether Scripture 
is inerrant.

• What does it mean to say that something is “true?”



Inerrancy | Concepts and Distinctions
–Truth

• Why not start with how the Bible uses the word “truth?”

– Answer: We aren’t primarily interested in how the Bible uses a word, but in 
understanding a fundamental concept to see if it properly applies to the Bible.  

• Why not just start with the Bible as “truth” itself? It shouldn’t need to be held up 
to other standards or criteria to see if it’s true—it is the standard.

– This, the position of the full-blown presuppositional apologist, is a noble, even 
if ultimately misguided, stance. It refuses to really engage the question or 
answers it by saying that we know the Scripture is inerrant because Scripture 
claims to be inspired.

• Answer: The authors of Scripture have a clear category for comparing their 
writings and teachings with reality and challenging others to do the same 
in order to vindicate it as God’s true word.

• Truth as Correspondence

– Truth is a property of propositions that correspond with reality, that describe 
the way things actually are. 

• “The cat is on the mat” is true if and only if the cat is on the mat



Inerrancy | Concepts and Distinctions
– What are We Evaluating for Truth? 

• Words

– “God’s Holy Word is true, every word of it!”

• Problem: words aren’t true or false

– Apart from sentences and a context, words only have semantic 
range (possible meanings), not actual meaning.  

• Meaningful expressions

– What about interjections?

• “By no means!” 

• Complete sentences
– What about questions and commands?

• Complete sentences that make a truth claim
– What about Isa. 36:10?

• “Moreover, is it without the Lord that I have come up against this 
land to destroy it? The Lord said to me, “Go up against this land 
and destroy it.”



Inerrancy | Concepts and Distinctions

• All meaningful, declarative statements

– What about statements in parables and proverbs?

• Is it true that a sower went out to sow? (Matt. 13:4)

• Is it true that if you raise a child the right way that when he is old he 
will not depart from it? (Prov. 22:6)

• Suggestion: the affirmations made by the authors of Scripture—what 
Scripture teaches

• “Saying” vs. Communicating

– Because language expresses truth in many ways, what a text or persons 
says and what they are trying to communicate are two very different 
things. 

• “It’s raining cats and dogs”

• “For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains 
and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees 
of the field shall clap their hands.” Isa. 55:12



Inerrancy | Concepts and Distinctions

– Properly speaking, we are ultimately interested in what Scripture 
communicates through language, not merely what it “says.” It may sound 
pious in Bible study to say, “I’m just believing what the Bible says,” but 
language is more nuanced than such a claim suggests. 

• Reporting vs. Affirming

– Scripture reports (a more specific kind of “saying”) many things that are not 
true—the fool says in his heart that “there is no God,” the Rabshakeh 
falsely claims divine authority and Peter denies that he knows Jesus. 

• The authors of Scripture, however, are not affirming that these claims 
are true, just that they truly were made or in the case of the fool, that a 
fool truly thinks such things. 

– For Scripture to affirm something is to endorse it as actually describing, or 
making a truth claim about, reality. 

• “There is one God and there is one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Tim 2:5



Inerrancy: Four Understandings
– Purposive Inerrancy (Infallibility): As a dynamic document, 

Scripture inerrantly accomplishes its purpose to bring people 
into personal fellowship with Christ, not to communicate 
truths.

– Limited Inerrancy: The Bible speaks truly in all matters of 
salvation and ethics, faith and practice, and matters which 
can be empirically validated.  

– Critical Inerrancy: The Scriptures in their original autographs 
and properly interpreted are wholly true in everything that 
they affirm.

– Absolute Inerrancy: The Bible speaks precisely and accurately 
on all matters, including scientific and historical details.


