
By What Standard? - John 10:31-42 10-24-21
Before you may get all riled up in thinking I’m getting too political, this is merely an 

example to illustrate something bigger that opens up this passage, even though this example 
itself is very important in these principles as well. When it comes to voting for Supreme Court 
judges do you know what an originalist or strict constitutionalist is versus what an activist is? 
These terms have to do with the principles of the judges that guide them in how they judge cases 
in light of what the Constitution says. This is their job, to judge court cases in light of the law of 
the land, which is the Constitution. An originalist or strict constitutionalist is a judge who judges 
according to the original intent of the Constitution and its writers in what they meant by what 
they wrote, which is to be valid for the life of this country, not just in the generation when it was 
written. An activist is a judge who judges cases in a way that views the Constitution as a living 
document where it can be used in these court cases and interpreted in a way that is changing or 
adapting according to the current culture. So in other words these judges either judge according 
to a fixed standard that doesn’t change as much as possible, because of the original intent of this 
highest authority in our land according to its original writers and it ought to be interpreted in that 
fixed way or they judge according to a fluctuating standard as they think that this is what the 
Constitution is, a living document that can be interpreted in a flexible way as time goes on and as 
societies change. So in this example we have judges, a law, a standard for judging, court cases, 
evidence, and people involved that have claims. 

Now, before we bridge to this passage I want you to keep this in mind, because this 
specific example is very important. How we understand the role of the judges of the Supreme 
Court is very important in its impact that it has on the state of our nation in a societal way. But as 
I say that please don’t read into what I said as if I am creating a way of salvation in political 
terms as if, if we only get the right people in office then everything will be good and humanity 
will be safe. That’s not it at all! What should be realized is that life as a Christian within a society 
is extremely important, especially as it pertains to laws. That is why an individual’s heart needs 
to truly be changed and salvation needs to be given, so that life can be lived out the way it is 
supposed to be according to God in all areas of life. And that particular area I mentioned is a very 
important one in our day.

So the constant question that needs to be asked is, by what standard? Or the same 
question stated differently, “Says who?” Every human being is in need of judging things whether 
it is your actual job as a judge or whether you are a referee in a game or whether you are a 
parent. And everyone has a standard that they refer to to judge things by. Christians need to be 
very intentional about this, especially in our day, because this is one of the main issues that we 
face. I say abortion should be abolished completely and made a law, by what standard do I say 
that? I say someone must be innocent until proven guilty and there needs to be 2-3 witnesses 
with valid evidence and cross examination, by what standard, who says, who says that’s right? I 
say that someone who believes that Jesus is not fully God and fully man at the same time is not a 
Christian, by what standard, who says that’s right? I say it is not good, morally lawful, to decide 
your gender, by what standard, who defines what is good, right, and true? These Jews charge 
Jesus with blasphemy once again, by what standard do they do that? Jesus says they are wrong, 
by what standard does He answer back? You see how relevant this is?   

So, here’s what we will do today. Under this umbrella of this question, by what standard? 
first 1), we will list the key pieces of this passage. Then 2), we will follow this passage and 



summarize it in a faithful manner. Then 3), we will extract God’s truth from this passage to see 
more of what God says about Himself and His ways. And lastly, 4) we will extract principles 
from this passage to see more application for our lives now. 

Let’s list the key pieces of this passage. First, we have judges. These are these ruling 
Jews most of which are from the ruling council of the Sanhedrin. These are people who judge the 
affairs of the society and the church. Next, we have a law, which is the Mosaic law of the Old 
Testament. This is to be their standard for judging, which is the standard for judging. Often times 
as the law is mentioned it refers to the whole of the Old Testament, so that is the reference that 
needs to be kept in mind. Then, we have court cases, which in this particular case it is the charge 
of blasphemy against Jesus by these ruling Jews who, interestingly enough, are the judges too. 
And then, in every case there is to be evidence presented in the court case, which here is the 
works and words of Jesus. And lastly, of course, we have people involved in this case that have 
claims, which are the defendant, who is Jesus here and the plaintiff, plaintiff being the one who 
brings the charge, which are these Jews. These are the key pieces of this passage to follow.

So now let’s follow this passage and summarize it. Once again these people attempt to 
stone Jesus. Why do they try this time? It is the same as last time. They think He is a false 
prophet and blasphemer. Here, we need to remember that stoning was the punishment for those 
who were false prophets. Jesus responds to them as He uses their own law to refute them by 
basically saying, “What have I done that deserves stoning?” But it’s not about what He did, but 
what He has said, what He has claimed. So Jesus responds again by basically saying, “But like 
the judges of Old, you were delegated by God as judges as you were given the word of God 
therefore you should be able to judge the validity of my claims rightly.” And remember, these 
were the rulers of the Jews He is talking to. They have the same responsibility as those 
authorities of God’s people back in Old Testament times. This is what this term “gods” refers to, 
authorities over a people. They were the authority figures that had God’s law, God’s word and 
they were supposed to rule according to that standard. They were appointed to that position by 
God and they had an objective responsibility. This is true whether that person is a believer or 
unbeliever. God delegates people to authority positions within society and He does this to 
believers and unbelievers. In this case as Jesus is quoting Psalm 82:6 it is not in a favorable 
context. And, by quoting Psalm 82:6, Jesus is equating these rulers that are charging Him with 
blasphemy with those talked about in Psalm 82. They were those who judged unjustly and 
showed partiality to the wicked as Psalm 82:2 says. They judge unjustly, because they misuse the 
law from the fountain of their own foolishness and misinterpretation. These men are doing the 
same thing as they confront Jesus and have issue with what He has said as they distort God’s 
Word that they had been given, therefore not recognizing who Jesus really was because of their 
distortions and blindness. 

So now from verse 37 Jesus brings up the relationship between what He has said with 
what He has done, in signs and wonders. It should be that His teaching should be validated by 
His signs, but that’s not it. So to show them their folly He says, “Ok, I’ll play along. If I am not 
doing the works of the Father, then don’t believe me, but if I do them, don’t believe what I say 
first, believe the evidence you see and see that I and the Father are one in action and one in being 
and purpose, yet still at the same time distinct from each other.” He says this as a means to reveal 
more that He is the God-man. So then as Jesus says to believe the works that He does instead, by 
doing this He is actually putting more emphasis on what He has said. Believing Him, because of 



His signs is to remind them of what He has said, which is to validate His teaching and claims. 
And that’s the ultimate reason for their belief if they were to believe. This is the way it is 
supposed to be with the teaching primary and the signs secondary. This is actually what 
happened across the Jordan where many saw Jesus doing signs and they remembered what John 
the Baptist had said and therefore they believed. John didn’t perform any signs, but he preached 
truth. So they believed based on what John said first, as they point out and the signs were 
secondary. They were what aided in driving them to the truth about Jesus in recalling the content 
of John’s message.

Now as we’ve summarized this passage, what can we extract from this passage by way of 
God’s truth? The first point we will look at is more about the timeline of which this is taking 
place with the ministry of Jesus and the projection of where everything is heading. This has been 
during the third year of His earthly ministry and we’ve seen more and more opposition building. 
We’ve seen more and more confrontations happening and as of late we’ve seen two instances 
were God’s own covenant people are wanting to stone Him, because they believe He is a 
blasphemer. Jesus’ course of ministry went from a time of preparation during the first year to a 
sense of popularity where people were fanatically following Him to now where the popularity 
has worn off, the religious leaders are getting heated by His continuous claims, and now it has 
reached a boiling point. This going across the Jordan finalizes this rejection of His own people, 
which this Gospel had foreshadowed at the beginning where His own people would not receive 
Him (John 1:11). So here He shows He has more to the purpose for why He came. It’s not just 
about His covenant people, the Jews exclusively. And as He shows this, the next time He would 
come to Jerusalem would be to be hung on a cross. What’s additionally interesting about this is 
that this is where John the Baptist started as he had his ministry to prepare for the way of the 
Lord. He was the forerunner for Jesus who pointed out the Lamb of God to all those that were 
around him. And now Jesus goes back to that place before He makes His last journey into 
Jerusalem where He would accomplish what He came to do as that very Lamb of God. And 
remember, what solidified this was the rejection of the Jews.

They were rejecting the truth that Jesus was fully God and fully man at the same time. 
This is the second truth that we can extract from this passage. They said in verse 33, “It is not for 
a good work that we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make 
yourself God.” They knew that Jesus was a human being, but they could not understand and 
accept that He was God at the same time. How can He be both man and God at the same time? 
That is their objection here. This is why they got so mad. And while they couldn’t grasp that He 
was fully God and fully man at the same time, they also couldn’t grasp that Jesus and His Father 
were two different persons existing at the same time yet they were one in being as well. Jesus 
brings this truth to them over and over again, but they keep going to a different standard other 
than the true Word of God. They keep going to a distorted and redefined version, interpreting it 
in their own way. And His works in His signs are to validate this truth of God the Father and 
Jesus the Son being two persons yet one in being. He is saying that His Father is existing at that 
time and that He came from His Father yet He is God too. And as Jesus says that He was 
consecrated, set apart for holy purposes, and that He was sent by God the Father He is revealing 
that He is the long-expected Messiah that they are waiting for, but can’t recognize. He is God in 
the flesh who came to bring spiritual life and rescue from sin and this is what they need to see, 
but they can’t. 



This is foundational truth that many have denied throughout the years. Many deny that 
Jesus is God. Many deny that Jesus was actually human. Many deny that Jesus was 100% God 
and 100% human. Many deny that Jesus was 100% God and 100% human at the same time the 
whole time during and after His earthly ministry. These are rejections aimed at Jesus. Then, 
many deny that Jesus is one in being with God the Father. Many deny that Jesus is separate in 
personhood from the Father, two different persons, yet at the same time they are one in being, 
one in nature. These are rejections aimed at the Trinity. All of these rejections are alive today and 
many of them claim to be Christian, but they are not Christian according to the standard of 
Scripture. We need to be able to recognize these rejections as we interact with people, because if 
we don’t then we may miss an opportunity to evangelize someone who needs to be evangelized. 
So we ought to work at recognizing them by studying how unbelief can show itself, so that we 
can be effective in what God has called all of us to do. 

This brings up the third truth that can be extracted from this passage, which is that there 
is a standard for judgment that God has given. All truth claims are to be judged in light of what 
God has said in His Word. Also, all cases where a charge is brought against someone are to be 
judged in alignment with what God has said. This area is where we see the unbelief of these Jews 
show itself. They have been given God’s Word and the leaders within that people had been given 
the responsibility to judge all cases accurately in accordance with that Word. God’s Word alone 
is the standard for justice. It is the same as it was in the times of the Old Testament as Jesus 
shows here. This means that God’s truth is timeless and relevant in every generation. Scripture 
cannot be broken, meaning, it cannot be untied or dissolved or unhinged, so that it is no longer 
held together, all of it held together. This doesn’t mean that people don’t try whether 
intentionally or not. But even if people do, Scripture itself cannot be broken. Why? Because it is 
God’s Word and it is kept intact by God Himself. “Cannot” describes ability, so the reality is that 
Scripture is not able to be broken. This sets the precedent that it shouldn’t be broken in practical 
terms. If it is by anyone then that person will answer to God for untying His Word, though in 
reality they really didn’t untie His Word. They just created their own mirage that they think is 
there, but is not.

So now with this in mind let’s start extracting some principles to apply. This unbreakable 
attribute or nature of His Word helps us to see that it is not only the same yesterday, today, and 
tomorrow, but that it speaks to yesterday, today, and tomorrow in the same truth. So if God has 
spoken on an issue, like homosexuality, then what He has said speaks in truth for those who lived 
during the days of Sodom and Gomorrah or when Paul describes the stages of God’s judgment in 
Romans 1, which includes that sexual perversion, and then for those of us today God still says 
the same thing or, like with sexual immorality, He speaks in truth for those who Paul addressed 
in Corinth, and for those of us today it is still the same. This doesn’t mean that there are no 
changes, practically speaking. We don’t sacrifice animals as a part of the ceremonial law 
anymore, right? That is because the person and work of Jesus has to be taken into account when 
thinking about how God’s Word applies to the past, present, and future. The ceremonial law was 
fulfilled in Jesus, because it depicted salvation specifically. Also, most of you don’t put a fence 
around your roof, right? That was from Old Testament law for that time period, but the principle 
still stands today where you put a fence around your pool, which is a way to love your neighbor. 
So rightly interpreting the Word of God goes hand in hand in rightly applying the Word of God 
in each generation with each issue that is faced in each generation all according to the standard 



of Scripture. Society changes, but the Word of God doesn’t. This means that society is to be lined 
up to God’s Word, which is the standard. The truth is not to change according to society. Society 
is to change according to the truth. Truth comes from God. And God gives us His standard. This 
demands that Scripture is used properly and faithfully according to any issue at hand in 
alignment with the original intent of what God has said, which can be done by the work of the 
Spirit driving us to be diligent in proper interpretation. We see the failure to do this here with 
these Jewish leaders who are misusing their own standard that God Himself has given. This is 
where we can bring back the illustration of what Supreme Court judges do with the Constitution. 
That is an imperfect standard with imperfect people, but it can show us the greater need we have 
with God’s Word. And it can also help us understand how something like the Constitution should 
be used by those judges. We need to think in these terms more and more today in not only the 
fact that Scripture is the unbreakable standard to judge all things, but also how that principle is to 
be used rightly in everyday life in our society. 

What about Scripture being a litmus test for false prophets? This is the issue they have 
with Jesus. They think He is a false prophet. The characteristics of a prophet back in the Old 
Testament was two-fold. Their primary task was forth-telling, which was proclaiming God’s 
Word, “Thus saith the Lord.” Their secondary task was foretelling, which was predicting future 
events. Both of these tasks had a certain standard to verify if they were truly a prophet sent from 
God. That standard was God’s Word. In these Old Testament times God revealed His Word 
directly to them whether it had to do with what they should say to the people or what they should 
say about what was to happen in the future. If what they said to the people lined up fully with 
what God had said then they were a prophet, if it did not then they weren’t. If what they 
predicted came true in every detail, and these prophecies were very detailed, then they were a 
prophet, if they did not come true in every detail then they were a false prophet. Since this was 
how God revealed things back then the relationship between these two tasks was important and 
was the way in which the calling was validated. What made the standard even more objective is 
that God spoke directly or acted directly in many situations to show whether someone was a true 
prophet or a false prophet. 

So since Christ, we have Scripture and no new revelation is to be added to it. So that is 
our final authority and standard by which we test everything. It is the same with so-called 
prophecies today. Aligning them to Scripture also includes whether a prophecy in the foretelling 
of future events actually happens in every detail. That is how they were tested in Old Testament 
times, so if these types of prophesies happen today, as many think, then this is still the test to be 
used. So take what author Keith Gibson says in his book Wandering Stars as a wake-up call. He 
goes over so much of this issue, but in one place he gives a brief comment on a man, Bill Yount, 
and then he quotes Yount’s prophecy. Listen to this, “Bill Yount’s prophecies are normally of the 
unverifiable kind, i.e. ‘I see a joining of the old and new generation of believers’ or ‘Angels 
imbedded in church walls are being activated’ but occasionally, he goofs and actually prophesies 
something that can be tested. Consider the following example: ‘I heard the Father say… ‘I am 
Beginning to Prophesy Through Commercials, Candy and Clothing — Especially Over the 
Holidays!’ ‘I sense the Father saying, ‘I will begin to meddle in the candy industry.’ I sense the 
Lord is going to begin to name some new candy bars. When these are named they will release a 
prophetic anointing every time the name of the candy is mentioned. These names will have the 
power to call forth life and salvation. I am sure this prophetic candy is bound to have a heavenly 



taste to it that will be out of this world! People will end up tasting and seeing that the Lord is 
good! I saw angels anointing candy bar wrappers like God anointing prayer cloths of the Apostle 
Paul. Names on popular candy wrappers will speak prophetically to whomever reads or speaks 
their names. Candy wrappers will become like anointed prayer cloths through the land.” “In the 
same prophecy Yount said that ‘Levi’s’ jeans were going to receive a prophetic anointing to call 
forth the spiritual Levites of this hour and that ‘Wrangler’ clothing would be anointed to tame the 
tongue and give people the ‘tongue of the learned to speak a word to those who are weary.’” 
Gibson also mentions in his book that “on December 31, 1997 Rick Joyner and Bob Jones (who 
are way more famous than Yount) prophesied that California was to be destroyed by earthquakes 
and nuclear bombs. The timetable for this prophecy was nine months.” Now, the Bible is the 
standard, for one, in whether or not these prophesies still happen by those type of prophets and 
two, the Bible gives us the litmus test to test whether someone is a true prophet or false prophet. 
So would these men mentioned be false prophets? If so, what was the punishment? It was to be 
stoned. This should be a wake-up call to many who are into the so-called prophetic ministries of 
today, and there are a lot of them. 

But this by what standard question should also make us ask the question, should we then 
stone these people? No, because God has spoken more clearly in the progression of Scripture 
through to the New Testament that we should leave vengeance in the hands of God. God will 
punish these false prophets. What we are to do is to expose the works of darkness and warn 
people of these false prophets. And this brings us back to that great question that must be very 
active in our lives, by what standard? Who has the final say? Who defines what is good, right, 
and true? And every other standard that we may use like our Constitution or science or our 
experiences themselves should be tested by God’s Word. This demands that we make every effort 
to rightly interpret and apply God’s Word through His ordained means. So the next time someone 
says to you, “Every single person is a child of God and equally loved by God no matter what,” 
then ask them, “Says who? Does God say that? By what standard do you claim that to be good, 
right, or true?”


