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Leviticus 17:10-14  And whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers
that sojourn among you, that eateth any manner of blood; I will even set my face against that
soul that eateth blood, and will cut him off from among his people. For the life of the flesh is
in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls:
for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul. Therefore I said unto the children of
Israel, No soul of you shall eat blood, neither shall any stranger that sojourneth among you
eat blood. And whatsoever man there be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that
sojourn among you, which hunteth and catcheth any beast or fowl that may be eaten; he
shall even pour out the blood thereof, and cover it with dust. For it is the life of all flesh; the
blood of it is for the life thereof: therefore I said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall eat the
blood of no manner of flesh: for the life of all flesh is the blood thereof: whosoever eateth it
shall be cut off.

I. The doctrine of the blood is the first thing mentioned right after the Day of Atonement.

A. It is the first thing mentioned as the law begins to deal with personal purity and
forbidden practices and indulgences.

B. It is the first thing mentioned in the laws of holy living which would separate
God’s people from the heathen of the lands they had come from and the land to
which they are headed.

C. Eating blood was forbidden by God when Noah got off the ark about 1300 years
before Moses gave this commandment from God to the children of Israel.

Genesis 9:1-4  And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth. And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon
every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth,
and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered. Every moving thing that
liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things. But flesh with
the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.

D. Eating blood was also clearly forbidden in the New Testament.

Acts 15:19-20  Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the
Gentiles are turned to God: But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of
idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood.

E. Therefore, it is a moral issue that does not change.
1. It is not a part of the ceremonial law that was fulfilled by Jesus.
2. It involves a moral issue – it is always wrong to eat blood.

II. The eating of blood, or any other use of it besides on the altar was not forbidden because
it was unclean, but because it was sacred.

A. The life of the flesh is in the blood.
B. It represents life, not death.

1. When the blood is shed, or otherwise spilled from the body, the body dies,
because the life has gone from it.

2. As long as the blood is contained in the circuits of veins and arteries it
maintains the life of the body.



C. It is that by which life was redeemed.
1. The atonement is about life for life.
2. All the sacrifices and offerings that were done under the law typified and

foretold of the blood of Christ that was to atone for the sin of men.

Leviticus 17:11  For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the
altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for
the soul.

D. It keeps the atonement before our minds when our eyes see it, or our minds are
reminded of it.

E. The blood constitutes the deepest essence of a Christian life.
1. We must keep in view the blood of atonement.
2. It is our clear and continual recognition of what Jesus has done for us that

weakens temptation, disposes us to duty, and prompts us to do
righteousness.

F. How significant now the New Testament allusions to the efficacy of Christ's
blood. For example:

"Purchased with His own blood"; (Acts 20:28)

"Set forth as a propitiation through faith in His blood"; (Romans 3:25)

"Justified by His blood"; (Romans 5:9)

"Redemption through His blood"; (Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:14)

"Made peace through the blood of His Cross"; (Colossians 1:20)

"Boldness to enter into the holiest through the blood of Jesus"; (Hebrews 10:19)

"The blood of sprinkling that speaketh better things than that of Abel"; (Hebrews 12:24)

Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without
the gate. (Hebrews 13:12)

"The blood of the everlasting Covenant"; (Hebrews 13:20)

But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: (1 Peter
1:19)

"The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin"; (1 John 1:7)

"Washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb," (Revelation 7:14)

Revelation 1:5  And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of
the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us
from our sins in his own blood,

Revelation 5:9  And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to
open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;

Revelation 12:11  And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their
testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.



G. So the doctrine of the blood in the Bible is that it is a sacred and holy thing that
should put our mind immediately on the fact that Jesus shed his blood to atone for
our sin.

H. Blood should not be eaten or used or treated in any way as a common thing
because of what it represents.

I. The sight of blood should move us and arrest our attention because it is the life of
the flesh, and if it is not where it belongs then the life is in danger.


