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1 Corinthians 8   
 
1a  Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. 
Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.   
 
Paul continues to answer questions from the congregation of God at Corinth. This next question 
seems to be regarding touching and eating things or meats offered to idols. We must answer how 
we apply Paul’s apostolic counsel to our current age when there are no sacrifices being offered to 
idols in pagan homes or temples?  
 
What are the idols of our current age? Do I have any of these idols in my life? 
 
First, we should discover what God says about idols. 
 
The worship of other gods is against God’s law. 

 
Exodus 20:3-6  Thou shalt have no other gods before me.  4  Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:  5  Thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;  6  And 
shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 

 
The punishment for worship of other gods is death. 

 
Deuteronomy 13:6-11  (similar in Deuteronomy 17:2-7) If thy brother, the son of thy 
mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, which is as thine own 
soul, entice thee secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which thou hast not known, 
thou, nor thy fathers;  7  Namely, of the gods of the people which are round about you, nigh unto 
thee, or far off from thee, from the one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth;  8  
Thou shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken unto him; neither shall thine eye pity 
him, neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him:  9  But thou shalt 
surely kill him; thine hand shall be first upon him to put him to death, and 
afterwards the hand of all the people.  10  And thou shalt stone him with stones, that 
he die; because he hath sought to thrust thee away from the LORD thy God, which brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.  11  And all Israel shall hear, and fear, and 
shall do no more any such wickedness as this is among you. 

 
God does not forgive those who continue in idolatry. 

 
Isaiah 2:8-9  Their land also is full of idols; they worship the work of their own hands, 
that which their own fingers have made:  9  And the mean man boweth down, and the great 
man humbleth himself: therefore forgive them not. 

 
1b  Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. 
Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.  
 
But, we might say, these Corinthians were (assumed to be) mostly Gentile converts, not Jewish 
converts, so they would not have had knowledge of the doctrine or practice of the old law. And, 
we must remember, that Paul had lived with and ministered to them and had written to them 
previously. Also, the elders at Jerusalem had written to them, commanding them about idols.  
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Acts 15:19-20  Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the 
Gentiles are turned to God:  20  But that we write unto them, that they abstain from 
pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood. 
 
Acts 15:29  That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things 
strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well. 

 
1c  Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. 
Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth. 2  And if any man think that he 
knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know.  3  But if any man 
love God, the same is known of him.  
 
So, all of the Corinthians should have known the counsel of Paul and of the congregation of God 
at Jerusalem. Apparently, some did know, but they were unloving toward those who did not 
know. Paul makes it clear that knowledge must be tempered with love and love originates with 
God and is a sign of salvation in the one that demonstrates love in word and deed.  
 

1 John 4:19  We love him, because he first loved us. 
 
Am I using my knowledge of who God is and what God commands to judge others 
without love? 
 
Love must first be present before judgment based upon knowledge can be made. What follows in 
Paul’s answers is not just commands regarding idols, but commands regarding relationships 
within the congregations of God. 
 
4  As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice 
unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none 
other God but one.  5  For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven 
or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,)  6  But to us there is but one 
God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom are all things, and we by him.   
 
Along with love, there must be doctrine. (We speak “the truth in love”.) As in the old, so in the 
new, there are to be “no other gods before” God in our lives. Jesus Christ must always be set 
before all the “little gee and little ell” gods and lords that are around us in our lives. 
 

Colossians 1:17-18  And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.  18  And he 
is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that 
in all things he might have the preeminence. 

 
Am I putting God first in all things? Do I have gods or lords that are something, 
rather than nothing, to me in my life? 
 
Paul also compares the singularity of God (with Jesus Christ and by implication the Holy Ghost) 
with the multiplicity of idols. God brings unity. Idols bring division. 
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7  Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for some with conscience of 
the idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their conscience 
being weak is defiled.  
 
This response is not about idol worship, but about consuming the things associated to idols. A 
mature believer may have no conflict of conscience with regard to the consumption of such 
things, but an immature believer (perhaps one who has recently been converted from an 
idolatrous lifestyle) may have conflicts of conscience. The process of sanctification, the work of 
the Holy Ghost in the believer, takes time to grow the believer in grace. While regeneration is 
immediate, sanctification is gradual. 
 
Am I struggling with consuming things associated to idolatry?  
 
8  But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the better; 
neither, if we eat not, are we the worse.   
 
The consumption of things associated to idols, so long as those things by themselves do not 
violate the commands of God, has neither negative nor positive connotation. It is what we do 
with those things, in the context of our relationships with each other, that matter. 
 
Am I disassociating things from idolatry? Am I aware that my consumption of 
those things may negatively affect others? 
 
9  But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to 
them that are weak.  10  For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat 
in the idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened 
to eat those things which are offered to idols;  11  And through thy knowledge shall 
the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?   
 
Not that any elect child of God could perish eternally, but rather that they would perish 
temporally. They would be lost in idolatry. They would be ruined by truth without love. 
 

1 Peter 4:8  And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity 
shall cover the multitude of sins. 

 
Matthew 18:6  But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it 
were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the 
depth of the sea. 

 
We who are mature are to love and care for those who are immature. That love and care may 
include giving up the things that we consume with confidence in our lives before God so that 
others may not be drawn back into idolatrous living.  
 
What are some things that I consume that could draw others into idolatry? 
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12  But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye 
sin against Christ. 
 
Paul calls the disregard of a brother’s or sister’s conscience “sin against Christ”. It is sin because 
that brother or sister was “bought with a price” (1 Corinthians 6:20) and the mature brother or 
sister whose words or deeds “become a stumblingblock” to the immature brother or sister is 
sinning again Jesus Christ, who paid that price for sins to redeem sinners when he died on the 
cross.  
 
Have I sinned against others by consuming without loving and caring? Have I 
repented of my sin and asked forgiveness of others? 
 
13  Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the 
world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend. 
 
Here is Paul’s conclusion and his implied command: If I, as a mature believer, say or do 
something that I am aware is associated to idolatry, and I disregard the spiritual condition of 
immature believers, exposing them to that association to idolatry, I am sinning against Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, I must stop saying or doing those things associated to idolatry, no matter what 
the state of my conscience is before God, in view of God’s commands.  
 
What are some things that I should stop doing or saying that could lead others to 
idolatry? 
 
One last thing:  
 

Matthew 7:1-5  Judge not, that ye be not judged.  2  For with what judgment ye judge, ye 
shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.  3  And 
why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that 
is in thine own eye?  4  Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of 
thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye?  5  Thou hypocrite, first cast out 
the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy 
brother's eye. 
 

Before I judge the spiritual state of others, have I judged my own spiritual state? 
Have I removed the idols from my life? Am I truly free from the temptation that 
comes from association with idolatrous things? 


