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Redeemed	#13	–	Limited	Atonement	(Part	2)	
C.H.	Spurgeon	wrote:		
I	have	my	own	private	opinion	that	there	is	no	such	thing	as	preaching	Christ	and	Him	crucified,	
unless	we	preach	what	is	nowadays	called	Calvinism.	It	is	a	nickname	to	call	it	Calvinism;	Calvinism	is	
the	gospel,	and	nothing	else.	I	do	not	believe	we	can	preach	the	gospel	.	.	.	unless	we	preach	the	
sovereignty	of	God	in	His	dispensation	of	grace;	nor	unless	we	exalt	the	electing,	unchangeable,	
eternal,	immutable,	conquering	love	of	Jehovah;	nor	do	I	think	we	can	preach	the	gospel	unless	we	
base	it	upon	the	special	and	particular	redemption	of	His	elect	and	chosen	people	which	Christ	
wrought	out	upon	the	Cross;	nor	can	I	comprehend	a	gospel	which	lets	saints	fall	away	after	they	are	
called.’	(CH	Spurgeon,	A	Defense	of	Calvinism)	
	
	
	
	
Defense	of	Definite	Atonement	
Jesus’	sacrificial	and	substitutionary	death	was	for	his	predestined	Elect	ONLY	and	the	benefits	of	
forgiveness	of	sins	and	redemption	are	for	the	elect	only	

• It	means	he	died	for	a	definite	group	of	people	
• As	opposed	to	every	human	being	

	
	
Reason	#1:	Old	Covenant	Atonement	was	Definite		
	
Lev.	16:15	“Then	he	shall	kill	the	goat	of	the	sin	offering	that	is	for	the	people	and	bring	its	blood	
inside	the	veil	and	do	with	its	blood	as	he	did	with	the	blood	of	the	bull,	sprinkling	it	over	the	mercy	
seat	and	in	front	of	the	mercy	seat.	16	Thus	he	shall	make	atonement	for	the	Holy	Place,	because	of	
the	uncleannesses	of	the	people	of	Israel	and	because	of	their	transgressions,	all	their	sins.	And	so	he	
shall	do	for	the	tent	of	meeting,	which	dwells	with	them	in	the	midst	of	their	uncleannesses.	
	
	
1	–	Atonement	is	Certain,	not	a	potential	
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2	–	Atonement	is	ONLY	for	Israel	
	
	
	
	
	
Reason	#2:	New	Testament	passages	suggest	definite	group	of	people		
	
Matt.	1:20	But	as	he	considered	these	things,	behold,	an	angel	of	the	Lord	appeared	to	him	in	a	
dream,	saying,	“Joseph,	son	of	David,	do	not	fear	to	take	Mary	as	your	wife,	for	that	which	is	
conceived	in	her	is	from	the	Holy	Spirit.	21	She	will	bear	a	son,	and	you	shall	call	his	name	Jesus,	for	
he	will	save	his	people	from	their	sins.”	
	
	
	
	
	
John	10:14	I	am	the	good	shepherd.	I	know	my	own	and	my	own	know	me,	15	just	as	the	Father	
knows	me	and	I	know	the	Father;	and	I	lay	down	my	life	for	the	sheep.	16	And	I	have	other	sheep	that	
are	not	of	this	fold.	I	must	bring	them	also,	and	they	will	listen	to	my	voice.	So	there	will	be	one	flock,	
one	shepherd.		
	
	
	
	
	
John	10:25	Jesus	answered	them,	“I	told	you,	and	you	do	not	believe.	The	works	that	I	do	in	my	
Father’s	name	bear	witness	about	me,	26	but	you	do	not	believe	because	you	are	not	among	my	
sheep.	27	My	sheep	hear	my	voice,	and	I	know	them,	and	they	follow	me.	28	I	give	them	eternal	life,	
and	they	will	never	perish,	and	no	one	will	snatch	them	out	of	my	hand.	29	My	Father,	who	has	given	
them	to	me,	is	greater	than	all,	and	no	one	is	able	to	snatch	them	out	of	the	Father’s	hand.	30	I	and	
the	Father	are	one.”	
	
	
	
	
Acts	20:28	Pay	careful	attention	to	yourselves	and	to	all	the	flock,	in	which	the	Holy	Spirit	has	made	
you	overseers,	to	care	for	the	church	of	God,	which	he	obtained	with	his	own	blood.	
	
Eph.	5:25	Husbands,	love	your	wives,	as	Christ	loved	the	church	and	gave	himself	up	for	her,	
	
	
Reason	#3:	Atonement	cannot	be	separated	from	Christ’s	Priestly	Work	
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Heb.	7:23	The	former	priests	were	many	in	number,	because	they	were	prevented	by	death	from	
continuing	in	office,	24	but	he	holds	his	priesthood	permanently,	because	he	continues	forever.	25	
Consequently,	he	is	able	to	save	to	the	uttermost	those	who	draw	near	to	God	through	him,	since	he	
always	lives	to	make	intercession	for	them.	
	
	
	
	
Reason	#4:	Atonement	cannot	be	separated	from	Covenant	Relationship	
	
Gen.	8:20	Then	Noah	built	an	altar	to	the	LORD	and	took	some	of	every	clean	animal	and	some	of	
every	clean	bird	and	offered	burnt	offerings	on	the	altar.	21	And	when	the	LORD	smelled	the	pleasing	
aroma,	the	LORD	said	in	his	heart,	“I	will	never	again	curse	the	ground	because	of	man,	for	the	
intention	of	man’s	heart	is	evil	from	his	youth.	Neither	will	I	ever	again	strike	down	every	living	
creature	as	I	have	done.	22	While	the	earth	remains,	seedtime	and	harvest,	cold	and	heat,	summer	
and	winter,	day	and	night,	shall	not	cease.”	
	
Gen.	9:8	Then	God	said	to	Noah	and	to	his	sons	with	him,	9	“Behold,	I	establish	my	covenant	with	you	
and	your	offspring	after	you,	10	and	with	every	living	creature	that	is	with	you,	the	birds,	the	
livestock,	and	every	beast	of	the	earth	with	you,	as	many	as	came	out	of	the	ark;	it	is	for	every	beast	
of	the	earth.	11	I	establish	my	covenant	with	you,	that	never	again	shall	all	flesh	be	cut	off	by	the	
waters	of	the	flood,	and	never	again	shall	there	be	a	flood	to	destroy	the	earth.”	
	
	
	
Matt.	26:26	Now	as	they	were	eating,	Jesus	took	bread,	and	after	blessing	it	broke	it	and	gave	it	to	
the	disciples,	and	said,	“Take,	eat;	this	is	my	body.”	27	And	he	took	a	cup,	and	when	he	had	given	
thanks	he	gave	it	to	them,	saying,	“Drink	of	it,	all	of	you,	28	for	this	is	my	blood	of	the	covenant,	
which	is	poured	out	for	many	for	the	forgiveness	of	sins.	
	
	
	
	
Luke	22:15	And	he	said	to	them,	“I	have	earnestly	desired	to	eat	this	Passover	with	you	before	I	
suffer.	16	For	I	tell	you	I	will	not	eat	it	until	it	is	fulfilled	in	the	kingdom	of	God.”	17	And	he	took	a	cup,	
and	when	he	had	given	thanks	he	said,	“Take	this,	and	divide	it	among	yourselves.	
Luke	22:18	For	I	tell	you	that	from	now	on	I	will	not	drink	of	the	fruit	of	the	vine	until	the	kingdom	of	
God	comes.”	19	And	he	took	bread,	and	when	he	had	given	thanks,	he	broke	it	and	gave	it	to	them,	
saying,	“This	is	my	body,	which	is	given	for	you.	Do	this	in	remembrance	of	me.”	20	And	likewise	the	
cup	after	they	had	eaten,	saying,	“This	cup	that	is	poured	out	for	you	is	the	new	covenant	in	my	
blood.	
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Reason	#5:	Union	with	Christ	Requires	Definite	Atonement	
	
	
Rom.	6:1	What	shall	we	say	then?	Are	we	to	continue	in	sin	that	grace	may	abound?	2	By	no	means!	
How	can	we	who	died	to	sin	still	live	in	it?	3	Do	you	not	know	that	all	of	us	who	have	been	baptized	
into	Christ	Jesus	were	baptized	into	his	death?	4	We	were	buried	therefore	with	him	by	baptism	into	
death,	in	order	that,	just	as	Christ	was	raised	from	the	dead	by	the	glory	of	the	Father,	we	too	might	
walk	in	newness	of	life.	5	For	if	we	have	been	united	with	him	in	a	death	like	his,	we	shall	certainly	be	
united	with	him	in	a	resurrection	like	his.	6	We	know	that	our	old	self	was	crucified	with	him	in	order	
that	the	body	of	sin	might	be	brought	to	nothing,	so	that	we	would	no	longer	be	enslaved	to	sin.	7	For	
one	who	has	died	has	been	set	free	from	sin.	8	Now	if	we	have	died	with	Christ,	we	believe	that	we	
will	also	live	with	him.	
	
	
	
	
Reason	#6:	There	can’t	be	people	in	Hell	who	Jesus	died	for	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Reason	#7:	Universal	Atonement	leads	to	Universal	salvation	
John	Owen:	
To	which	I	may	add	this	dilemma	to	our	Universalists:—	God	imposed	his	wrath	due	unto,	and	Christ	
underwent	the	pains	of	hell	for,	either	

(1)	all	the	sins	of	all	men,	or	
(2)	all	the	sins	of	some	men,	or	
(3)	some	sins	of	all	men.	

If	the	last,	some	sins	of	all	men,	then	have	all	men	some	sins	to	answer	for,	and	so	shall	no	man	be	
saved;	for	if	God	enter	into	judgment	with	us,	though	it	were	with	all	mankind	for	one	sin,	no	flesh	
should	be	justified	in	his	sight…	
If	the	second,	that	is	it	which	we	affirm,	that	Christ	in	their	stead	and	room	suffered	for	all	the	sins	of	
all	the	elect	in	the	world.	
If	the	first,	why,	then,	are	not	all	freed	from	the	punishment	of	all	their	sins?	You	will	say,	“Because	of	
their	unbelief;	they	will	not	believe.”	But	this	unbelief,	is	it	a	sin	or	not?	If	not,	why	should	they	be	
punished	for	it?	If	it	be,	then	Christ	underwent	the	punishment	due	to	it,	or	not.	If	so,	then	why	must	
that	hinder	them	more	than	their	other	sins	for	which	he	died	from	partaking	of	the	fruit	of	his	
death?	If	he	did	not,	then	did	he	not	die	for	all	their	sins.	Let	them	choose	which	part	they	will.	
(John	Owen,	The	Death	of	Death	in	the	Death	of	Christ,	p60	).	
	
Reason	#8:	Verses	used	to	defend	Universal	Atonement	are	misunderstood	
Unconditional	Election	part	3	–	dealt	with:	Mat	23:37,	1	Tim	2:4,	2	Pet	3:9	


