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Christians are called to continually display proper behaviors and attitudes. 

I. Christians have a responsibility to submit themselves to the authorities over them. (v. 

1a) 

“Cretans are always liars, evil brutes, lazy gluttons.” (Titus 1:12b) 
 

So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly 

established in the truth you now have. I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live 

in the tent of this body, because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has 

made clear to me. And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be 

able to remember these things. (2 Peter 1:12-15) 

 

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 

things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. (John 14:26) 

 

…to be subject to their husbands… (Titus 2:5) 

 

Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything… (Titus 2:9a) 

 

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the 

supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to 

commend those who do right. For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the 

ignorant talk of foolish people. Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up 

for evil; live as God’s slaves. Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, 

fear God, honor the emperor. Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, 

not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. (1 Peter 2:13-

18) 

 

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which 

God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, 

whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who 

do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but 

for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do 

what is right and you will be commended. For the one in authority is God’s servant for your 

good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are 

God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.  Therefore, it is 

necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a 

matter of conscience. 



This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to 

governing. Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then 

revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. (Romans 13:1-7) 

 

Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. And Jesus said to them, 

“Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said, “Caesar's.” Then he said to them, 

“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” 

(Matthew 19:20-21) 

 

John Kitchen: “Obedience may be compelled by external forces, but submission must arise 

from internal choices.” 

 

II. Christians are to obey the authorities over them – as long as we are not being asked to 

disobey God. (v. 1b) 

 

The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the 

high priest. “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have filled 

Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.” 

Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings!” (Acts 

5:27-29) 

 

III. For Christians, good deeds, are the expected result of our salvation. (v. 1c) 

So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not 

expect him. (Matthew 24:44) 

 

Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In 

this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so 

that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. (1 Timothy 6:18-19) 

 

Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage 

war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of 

doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. (1 Peter 

2:11-12) 

 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 

glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16) 

 

Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for what is 

right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” But in your hearts revere 

Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear 

conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be 



ashamed of their slander. For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for 

doing evil. (1 Peter 3:13-17) 

 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can 

such faith save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of 

you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical 

needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is 

dead. 

But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” 

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. (James 2:14-18) 

 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the 

gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in 

Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2:10) 

 

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong 

to the family of believers. (Galatians 6:10) 

 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done 

in the humility that comes from wisdom. (James 3:13) 

 

IV. Christians must not speak evil of others. (v. 2a) 

LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent? 

    Who may live on your holy mountain? 

The one whose walk is blameless, 

    who does what is righteous, 

    who speaks the truth from their heart; 

whose tongue utters no slander, 

    who does no wrong to a neighbor, 

    and casts no slur on others; (Psalm 15:1-3) 

 

‘Do not go about spreading slander among your people. (Leviticus 19:16) 

 

Do not blaspheme God or curse the ruler of your people. (Exodus 22:28) 

 

Whoever slanders their neighbor in secret, I will put to silence; whoever has haughty eyes and a 

proud heart, I will not tolerate. (Psalm 101:5) 

 

He went on: “What comes out of a person is what defiles them. For it is from within, out of a 

person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, 

malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside 

and defile a person.” (Mark 7:20-23) 

 



But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, 

and filthy language from your lips. (Colossians 3:8) 

 

Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every 

kind. (1 Peter 2:1) 

 

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 

people— for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 

godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior who wants all people to be 

saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. (1 Timothy 2:1-4) 

 
 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no 

threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. (1 Peter 2:23) 

 

John Kitchen: “Do not slander others lest God be slandered on account of you.” 

 

V. Christians are to get along well with others. (v. 2b) 

Peaceable Gr: amachos (am'-akh-os) (2x) 

Lexicon: not contentious, abstaining from fighting 

 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. (Matthew 5:9) 

 

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, 

gentle, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace reap 

a harvest of righteousness. (James 3:17-18) 

 

Considerate: Gentle 

Gr: epieikes (ep-ee-i-kace') (5x) 

Lexicon: equitable, fair, mild, gentle  

 

Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. (Philippians 4:5) 

 

Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading 

them to a knowledge of the truth… (2 Timothy 2:25) 

 

VI. Christians are to be like Christ. (v. 2c) 

 

True humility: Gr. Prautes (rah-oo'-tace) mildness of disposition, gentleness of spirit, meekness.  

 

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. (Matthew 11:29) 

 



Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that 

person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. (Galatians 6:1) 

 

By the humility and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to you… (2 Corinthians 10:1a) 

 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. (Colossians 3:12) 

 

Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word 

planted in you, which can save you. Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 

yourselves. Do what it says. (James 1:21-22) 

 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control. (Galatians 5:22-23) 

 


