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Introduction/Review: 
 
 
 What does it mean to be in but not of the world (John 17)? What does the model “Christ and Culture in Paradox” look like?  
  
 
 
 

The Task: To develop a regulating principle for determining how integrated we may become with 

prevailing culture without crossing the line into worldliness both in general, and specifically with a view to 

evangelism. 

 
Question #1: What does it mean to be “worldly”? 

 

• Worldliness cannot be                reduced  to explicit, biblically identifiable       acts  of 

         sin . 
 

• Worldliness is anything that flows from an unbiblical                 philosophy , according to the 

tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the                world  , rather than 

according to                    Christ  (Col 2:8). 
 

 

Question #2: What forms does “worldliness” take in evangelism? 
 

• Thinking that            being                      like                       the                        world          will convince the 

world to be like Christ. 
 

Ephesians 4:17–24 
 

• Thinking that a           polished                       presentation    of the gospel message will lead 

to more converts or make people inherently more sympathetic to the Gospel. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:18–2:5 
 

• Thinking that          what           we            do    in conjunction with the Gospel will lead to more 

converts or make people more sympathetic to the Gospel. 
 
 

Question #3: How, then, can the believer “connect” with the world without becoming worldly? 
 

• Realize that my conduct cannot compel faith does not mean that… 
 

(1) I should not be            nice . 
 

(2) I am limited to bare              preaching . 
 

(3) I can live       out              of              step       with the Gospel 
 

(4) I cannot step out of my           comfort                       zone        in areas where issues of inherent  

morality are not at stake. 
 

(5) I cannot view the whole realm of          common         grace    as the sphere of evangelism. 



 

• The Example of 1 Corinthians 8–10: Paul’s Threefold Instruction: 

 
(1) If the cultural practice of eating meat is                clearly  linked with pluralist/idolatrous 

                 values , then the practice itself promotes pluralism/idolatry and is therefore 

wrong (1 Cor 8:10–13; 10:14–22). 
 

(2) If the cultural practice of eating meat is so        perceived  to be linked with 

pluralist/idolatrous                values   that it causes a person to entertain these wicked 

values, then the practice is unwise and dangerous, and is for all practical purposes, wrong (1 Cor 

10:28–29). 
 

(3) If the cultural practice of eating meat is substantially                detached  from idolatrous 

                values  , then it is good and may even be encouraged (1 Cor 10:25, 27). 
 

 
 

• Summary Application: 

 
(1) Believers should courageously               resist  cultural practices that are intrinsically 

evil (i.e., practices that are explicitly unbiblical or by sound application of biblical principle may be 

deduced as such). We should expect that our culture, being the product of its own depraved religious 

values, will contain much of this ―worldliness.‖ 
 

(2) Believers should                 avoid  cultural practices that are intrinsically good and even 

biblically sanctioned if they stem from and actively promote unbiblical and/or non-theistic (i.e., 

―worldly‖) values. Again, we should expect that our culture, being the product of its own depraved 

religious values, will contain much of this ―worldliness.‖ 
 

(3) Believers should exercise            humble         constraint  in their response to cultural 

practices that are intrinsically good and even biblically sanctioned if they might be perceived as 

promoting unbiblical and non-theistic (i.e., ―worldly‖) values—particularly if that perception tempts 

others to embrace those values and thus to sin (Rom 14:23). 
 

(4) Believers may, however,                adopt  cultural practices that stem directly from 

common-grace values, recognizing in them the proper Christian significance that has been lost in 

their expression in secular society. 
 

 
 

Conclusion 


