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Continuing our exposition of this marvelous epistle, which we began two weeks ago. Our
first message kind of introduced us to the author last time and today we're going to begin 
looking at a key theme that runs throughout the book that he really leads off with. And 
the title of the message is "The Fundamental Importance of Our Identity in Christ." The 
fundamental importance of our identity in Christ, how important it is to understand 
identity, who you are. This is the key to faithfulness. 

We saw last time that Peter, the reason why I chose this book I shared in the last message 
that was because I saw so many parallels from the church that Peter, the churches that 
Peter was writing to, and their situation in life and our own today in our present time and 
our present culture, because Peter was writing to Christians who were experiencing 
escalating cultural hostility to them and their faith. They were experiencing increasing 
social animosity. Every day it was becoming more clear that they were outcasts, that they
were being rejected by the larger population. And it's all this cultural hostility and social 
animosity is rooted in deep spiritual antipathy, that is, that when you become a follower 
of Christ, you become by definition an enemy of the God of this world, the God of this 
age, who is the prince of this world, the prince of darkness who is orchestrating this 
world system and its values and its beliefs. When you are born again and you become a 
child of light, then light stands out against the darkness, and as Jesus said, men hate the 
darkness. 

And so we will experience cultural hostility, that's actually the norm. Paul in fact, says in 
2 Timothy 2:13 that all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 
This is the norm. But in the flow of history, the ebb and flow of history, we see moments 
where the church is more on the outs than others, and in the last couple 100 years in 
America, it has been a relatively smooth time for Christians but we can see that the winds
are beginning to shift or they have begun to shift a while back and they're picking up 
force. And so this is why I chose this book because it helps us to prepare for that, and the 
question is how can you bear up in a world like this? How can you be faithful to Christ in
the face of the rejection, increasing rejection of unbelievers around you and those who 
even profess to be believers, but who many times are not? How can you bear up in the 
face of spiritual opposition that is escalating? 
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How, that's the question. That's the question that Peter had at the forefront of his mind 
and heart as he wrote this letter so that was God's gracious provision to those Christians 
and it's his gracious provision to us today. And what you must understand that we are 
going to see in this first verse as well as throughout this letter, if you're going to be 
faithful to the Lord in difficult times you must know who you are. Identity is foundational
for faithfulness. A clear sense of personal identity is absolutely essential. Identity is 
always at the foundation of all of life, making sense of life. You need to know who you 
are. We see this in a profound way in the cultural confusion today around gender. This is 
a testimony to the foundational importance of identity. When you think about the 
profound pain and feelings of intense frustration that many are wrestling with because 
they're, you know, adrift without a sense of who they are as it relates to gender. The 
confusion, uncertainty, leads to so much pain and so much frustration, so much anger. 

And one of the things that we see in the Bible is this is a fundamental principle, by the 
way, identity is not determined by man. Identity is revealed by God. So gender is not 
assigned by a doctor or a parent and it's not discovered by a person that is wrestling with 
very difficult, painful, conflicting feelings. It's not something you discover, it's not 
something someone assigns, it is something that is revealed by God. How does God 
reveal it? God reveals it according to his word in how he makes you. Your biology is 
given to you by God. This is very clear in the Scriptures. He created us each one of us,  
personally created every single human being. That's what we see in Psalm 139. He knits 
you together in your mother's womb. You are fearfully and wonderfully made. He gave 
you the biology that you have and from the beginning he made them male and female,  
Jesus himself says in Matthew chapter 19. So he makes you what you are and this means 
that what you have to learn to do, this is the way out of that intense pain, the very real 
suffering that is going on which we must have compassion toward and empathy and 
sympathy for, but the way out of that misery is to stop trying to determine your identity 
within yourself and let God reveal it to you. Don't fight against what he has done in your 
biology. Your biology is your gender according to Scripture. 

It's not your brain that determines it. The Bible speaks of the mind of man as a part of the 
heart and the Scripture gives us this warning that, "Don't follow your heart. Follow the 
word. Follow the revelation of God." Jeremiah says, "The heart is deceitful above all 
things. The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked. Who can 
understand it?" So you don't follow your feelings, you follow the eternal word of God 
and that gives you a foundation for who you are. 

Now that's the message of identity in that particular application but what we want to do 
today is see this in the same way your identity is foundational to your faithfulness as a 
believer as you deal with the hostility and difficulty of living in a world that is at odds 
with your faith. This is exactly where Peter begins. I mean, it's interesting the word order,
I'm going to read from the New American Standard, and they've as often is the case when
you're translating from the original to English, there have to be some adjustments. You 
know that you can't follow the exact word order, it doesn't make sense because other 
languages allow words to have, you know, be in different order than English. English is a
little more rigid about the way that works. And I'm going to share with you the two first, 
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the two key words that relate to identity are the first two words after, "Peter, an apostle of
Jesus Christ," in the Greek. And those words are "chosen" and "alien." Chosen and alien. 
I would say chosen and resident alien because alien today has so many connotations of 
folks from outer space and all that, and I don't want any of that in your mind. Resident 
alien. Stranger. Sojourner. So "chosen" or "elect" is the first word and then "resident 
alien." Those are the first two words that come in the Greek right after, "Peter, an apostle 
of Jesus Christ." It says, "To those who are chosen and who reside as aliens." I'm using 
several English words to translate two Greek words. It literally says, "Peter, an apostle of 
Jesus Christ," eklektos, and then the word for aliens follows right after that, "chosen 
residing as aliens." 

So now with that in mind hear the word of God. We'll read it as it is in English, of course,
that's a really good idea I think, isn't it? 

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are 
chosen 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with 
His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure. 

Let's pray together. 

Father, we thank You for Your word that You are a God who is not only there, but You 
are a God who is not silent. You have spoken. You've given us Your holy word to be a 
lamp to our feet and a light to our path. It is to be that which abides forever and which 
can be relied upon with absolute certainty. Open the eyes of our hearts to see and behold
wonderful things in Your law. We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen. 

So Peter begins his letter with these two words: chosen, and aliens. These two keywords. 
So think about this. He starts off, "Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ," that is who he is and 
his authority in writing, and the first thing he says is, "To those who are elect, who reside 
as aliens." So I want us to spend time this morning looking at those two key concepts, to 
begin where Peter begins. If you're going to be faithful in times of increasing difficulty 
and adversity, you need to know who you are, and Peter starts here at the very beginning. 
He wants them to know who they are. He doesn't just say, "Peter, an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, To believers, to followers of Christ." He could have said that, "To disciples." He 
could have used so many words, but he starts off with the word "elect, "To the elect." 

And I want to consider this idea of elect or chosen under this heading, that what God 
wants you to know about your identity, who you are, is first of all, if you have come to 
faith in Christ, if you have repented and been born again and you're believing in Jesus, as 
we saw three young people testify today of their own identity in Christ, if you have come 
to Christ, the first thing you need to know, and this is the first point: you belong to God. 
You belong to God. The idea of election is all about emphasizing the divine initiative in 
salvation. I mean, think about that. He could have started this letter any way he wanted 
to, but he starts off with elect. In fact, it's interesting that's a very controversial doctrine 
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among people who read the Bible and study the Bible in church. The doctrine of election 
and predestination, you're opening a can of worms, Peter, but I want you to see this. Peter
is not concerned with explaining or helping us deal with the complexity of that doctrine, 
is he? He doesn't say elect, now let me help you understand this. It doesn't mean that 
you're not responsible to repent and believe the other... the rest of the Bible says that. He 
doesn't say, "I want to help you understand that." He wants you and I to think about this: 
you are chosen by God. Receive that and let that reality wash over your soul and 
strengthen it and undergird your faith. You are a believer because of God's initiative. He 
started the process and he will finish it. It emphasizes the divine prerogative. The word 
literally means "to select out; to choose out from a group." And so Peter wants the 
believers to whom he writes to know they have been selected out, chosen by God, out 
from the mass of humanity. They've been selected by God to belong to him. 

Your identity is not about how you feel. This is why it's important to when you come to 
the word of God, come with a mindset to submit to what God says. I mean, like I said 
before, the heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked, why would we trust
our hearts and measure God's word by our deceitful hearts? That's insanity. God's word is
that which is true and perfect, and it makes sense that if the effect of sin upon the brain, 
upon the mind, upon the heart is so profound. This is why Isaiah says in Isaiah 55, "For 
My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways. For as high as the 
heavens are above the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts 
higher than your thoughts." Our mind is not the measure of truth. God's word is. 

1 Corinthians 2:14 says, "The natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness to him. He cannot understand them because they are 
spiritually discerned." So the Lord must give you eyes to see and ears to hear. That's why 
you see Jesus when he's preaching he often says that, "He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear." And how Peter experienced this. I shared this passage a couple of weeks ago when 
we looked at the author of the book, the Apostle Peter, a man of many highs and lows, 
ups and downs, great mountain top experiences and then tremendously deep valleys, 
right? He was either all wrong or all right. I know John MacArthur calls Peter the disciple
with a foot shaped mouth. He had a way of sticking his foot in his mouth. But there was 
one of those high moments was when he was asked among the 12 disciples or sitting with
Jesus near Caesarea Philippi and Jesus says to them, "Who do men say that I am?" And 
they list a number of possibilities. "Some say you're John the Baptist. Some say you're 
Elijah. Some say you're the prophet." And Jesus says, "But who do you say that I am?" 
And that question, that penetrating question hanging in the air, these 12 men who've been
with Jesus now for years. Peter, you can almost see him jumping up and saying, "You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God." And what does Jesus say about that? "Good job, 
Peter. You really figured it out. You've done a good job of putting together the evidence 
and coming to this in your own mind." No, what does he say? "Blessed are you, Simon 
Barjona," Peter's named Simon, right? "Blessed are you, Simon, son of Jonah, for flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven." 

God reveals truth and so we need to ask him and plead with him to open our eyes. And so
when Jesus says things like if you have eyes to see and ears to hear, he's inviting people 
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to cry out to God to ask him to give you eyes to see and ears to hear, to humble yourself 
before the Lord. And election is a doctrine that humbles us. It reminds us that salvation is
of the Lord. It is not your doing or my doing. It's not that we're smarter than unbelievers. 
No. Quite contrary. We've been granted by God his Holy Spirit to help us see what we 
could not see. We were born blind but now we see. This should be a cause of great 
gratitude in our lives and my salvation didn't begin with me, it means it's completely 
100% a gift of grace. 

Now you see this in so many ways. I just mentioned that Peter, his faith that he 
expressed, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God," Jesus says, "God gave that to 
you. It was revealed to you, Peter. You didn't find it, God revealed it to you." Ephesians 
2:8-9 in effect says faith is a gift, "For by grace are you saved through faith and that itself
is a gift of God, not of works lest any man should boast." 2 Timothy 2 speaks of 
repentance as a gift. It talks about when Timothy, when you are dealing with those in 
opposition. He says you need to be kind and patient with gentleness correcting those who 
are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of 
the truth. How does someone repent? God grants them repentance. So if you have 
repented, if you are repenting and Christian life begins with repentance and all the way 
like Luther said, "I'm taking my repentance all the way to the door of heaven." If you are 
repenting, you have repented, you are repenting, you have been granted repentance. 
Praise God for that. If you are believing you have been granted faith. Praise God for that. 

That means if it's all a gift, then the appropriate response is continual gratitude and 
thanksgiving and the acknowledgment that everything we are belongs to God. In fact, 
Peter makes this connection. He continues to use this word a couple other times in his 
book, in this epistle. If you turn over to chapter 2, verse 4, he uses the same word in 
chapter 2, verse 4 and verse 9. In 2:4 he says, "And coming to Him," believers coming to 
Jesus, "coming to Him as to a living stone." Jesus is a living stone that you come to and 
you're going to be built upon. He says, "And coming to Him as to a living stone which 
has been rejected by men, but is elect and precious in the sight of God." Jesus is God's 
chosen one. 

And then in verse 9 after speaking about those who stumble and don't believe the word, 
look at verse 8 actually, "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense," this is 1 Peter 2:8 
speaking of Jesus, the prophet prophesied of his rejection, that he would be a stone of 
stumbling and a rock of offense; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the 
word, and to this doom they were also appointed. But you are a chosen race," there it is 
again. You are a race of people that have been chosen by God.  You have a new identity 
because God has acted. Your age, look what it says, though, it goes on, "A chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession so that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God, you had not 
received mercy but now you have received mercy," and look what he says next, 
"Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war 
against your soul." You see the connection. You're elect, you're chosen and there you're 
also an alien. 
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This idea of being choice and elect of God, though, means that not only should gratitude 
be a part of our life, you belong to God, that should make you continually grateful, it 
should also make you devoted, completely devoted. Continually grateful and completely 
devoted to his purposes. You're chosen so that you can be a royal priesthood. So that you 
could be a holy nation set apart from the world unto God to be worshipers. The idea of 
him setting apart his people was to bring them to himself so that they could worship him. 
You've been set apart from worldly pursuits to make God your all-in-all, to live to 
worship him. No greater joy than experiencing the presence and glory of God. A people 
for his own possession. His own peculiar people. His own belongings. This means that 
we're not our own. If you're chosen, if you're elect, God has taken the initiative and he's 
brought you to himself for himself so that you can experience what life really is, because 
the most wonderful place in the world to be is in the presence of God. You were created 
to know and love God, every single human being was created to know and love God. We 
have as actually Augustine said, a God-shaped vacuum. No, that's Pascal. God-shaped 
vacuum. A void in the heart that can only be filled by God. Augustine said, "Thou hast 
created us for thyself and our hearts are restless until they find their rest in thee." 

The reason there's so much hopelessness, the reason that there's so much flitting about 
from one unfulfilling pursuit to the next unfulfilling pursuit is that the only thing that 
truly fulfills the heart and soul of man is to see the glory of God, to know him and be 
known by him. And if you are a Christian, you have been brought into that relationship. 
And this is your purpose, to be devoted to him. This means that when life gets tough, 
well, it's really up to God what my life is going to be like anyway. I belong to him. We 
are chosen, we're children brought into the deepest affection of our Father. We call him 
Father, though we're also servants. We're slaves of Jesus Christ. We don't have a will of 
our own. We're supposed to cultivate the fact that we just submit to the will of our loving 
Redeemer. You belong to God. If you're going to be faithful to the Lord in increasingly 
difficult times, you need to remember you belong to God and he's going to hammer this 
theme over and over and over throughout this epistle. Your identity in Christ is 
foundational. 

Now the second thing that we see in the second word is actually the word "reside as 
aliens." Three English words in the English, "reside as aliens" translates one Greek word, 
and it means to live in a foreign country. It means to have been born in one place and 
raised in one place and to be a citizen of one place and yet to travel to another where the 
language is different, the culture is different, the way of life is different. You're not at 
home, but you're living there. That's the idea. So the second point that comes out of that 
word is we said, first of all, elect means you belong to God, alien means you don't belong
here. You don't truly belong here. This really is a foreign place to the believer. 

Now it feels like home in some ways. You kind of get used to it. I mean, if you live and 
some of you probably, I know many of you weren't originally born in America and 
you've come here, and many of you have become naturalized citizens. Some of you still 
haven't. But as you're here for a while, you began to develop, you know, some affinity for
the culture around here, and some things you probably think always may have it so much 
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better at home in this way and that way, I'm sure, right? A lot of good discussion could 
come from that. Some of you have come from the north, and you're now in the south. 
Although Atlanta is kind of not really true south. When I grew up it was. When I was 
born and young it was true south. It's changed. And so there's cultural differences that 
way, right, that are good and that are bad. No matter where you are there are things that 
we could say, "Yeah, that's really good about that culture. That's not so good about that 
culture." But you get to be somewhat at home, and sometimes you begin to even take on 
the accent of where you've moved to, especially if you came young. You may sound like 
you've been here all your life. But if you weren't really born here, you still didn't really 
grow up here. I mean, I'm not... Let's move on from that. I don't want to get into that, the 
issues of our culture, because that's not the point. The point is, if you have been born 
again, if God has given you a new heart, God says he's changed us fundamentally. 
Though we were born in the darkness of this world, the new birth has transformed our 
identity so that really, truly you are a citizen of heaven. That is your home. That is the 
place you would be most comfortable. That is the place that when you get there you will 
know, "This was what I was made for." And this world is truly not where you belong. 

You reside as aliens. This is a theme Peter of all the New Testament authors is most 
emphatic about. The only one that's close would be the author of Hebrews. I mean, it's 
true. It's clear in all the other books as well at different ways, but Peter really picks up 
this theme and uses this word "reside as aliens." I just mentioned to you it's there in 
chapter 2, verse 11. But this also, the same words not there but the idea is in chapter 1, 
verse 17. 1 Peter 1:17. After he says, "You shall be holy for I am holy," in verse 16, 
chapter 1. Look what he says. "If you address as Father the One who impartially judges 
according to each one's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on 
earth." It's just the time you're just on like a vacation, an extended vacation. It's a working
vacation. It's not really a pleasure vacation. So you're just here for a while. You don't 
belong here. 

Look with me at Hebrews, turn back toward the front of your Bible, past the book of 
James and find the book of Hebrews 11:8. In Peter's mind, one of the things you're going 
to see as we read through the book of 1 Peter, and I encourage you to read it because I did
a couple weeks ago, try to read it through in a single sitting and just get the feel of the 
book. One of the things you're going to see is that one of the astounding realities is that 
Peter is applying to a mostly Gentile audience. I want to make this a little more clear, 
hopefully in weeks to come, but a mostly Gentile audience. All of the identity of Old 
Testament Israel. He uses the images and what he's basically saying is the reality of all 
these things that the types pointed to are fulfilled in the new covenant people of God 
which the mystery that was hidden from the ages was that Gentile and Jew, Gentile that's 
non-Jew, everybody else, Jew, the children of Abraham, the physical lineages of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, that's the Jewish people. Everybody else are the nations, the 
goyim in Hebrew, the Gentiles. The mystery is that God always intended to making his 
one covenant people Jew and Gentile, to bring them together. And so Peter, ironically, 
the apostle to the circumcision, the apostle to the Jews according to Galatians 2:7-8, the 
apostle that was supposed to focus primarily in his ministry on the Jews, here is writing 
to a mostly Gentile audience, and he at the end of his life has come to see the beauty of 
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how God has put it all together and he's saying, "Listen, the reality is you who are 
Gentiles, you who were raised in so many different cultures, you who were in all kinds of
different manifestations of spiritual darkness, now that you have come to Christ, you are 
a chosen people, a chosen race. You are a holy nation." You see, he's going to say that 
kind of thing again and again and again, and he does that in his understanding, he sees us 
as aliens and the image that he's drawing from is Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and the 
author of Hebrews makes the connection for you in Hebrews 11:8-9. 

This is what the author of Hebrews says, "By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed
by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not 
knowing where he was going. By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a 
foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise." 
The author of  Hebrews is picking up on this. It's amazing reality of God. If you really 
read and think when you're reading, sometimes we get kind of familiar with the text and 
we forget to ask the questions we should, one of the things that you begin to look at as 
you read Genesis, as you see God says this land is yours basically, "I'm going to take you 
to the land and I'm going to give it to you." The land of Canaan. So Abram is called in Ur
of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan. "This is your land," God says. And Abram 
lives in the land 80 years or so and he never owns anything but one plot of land that he 
buys as a burial place for his wife. And he dies. This land is his, except it's not. And in 
fact, he doesn't build a house. He has to live in a tent all of his life. His son Isaac comes 
along. Okay, maybe Isaac is going to get the land. Then God says, "This land is your 
land, Isaac." And Isaac lives his whole life, and he doesn't build a house, he lives in tents.
He moves around. I mean, if he builds a house, it's a temporary, it's like a mobile home 
because he's moving constantly. Jacob the same way. They don't have possession of the 
land. They're living as strangers and aliens in a land that is theirs but it's not theirs. 

Now what he tells us is God is teaching them something. Look verse 9 back again at 
verse 9 of Hebrews 11, "By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a 
foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; for
he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God." 
One of the reasons God does that is to say, "The land of Canaan is yours," and then he 
lives in it as a stranger, an alien is to teach them something and to teach us something, 
that the land of Canaan is a type of heaven and that when the Jews actually possess the 
land of Canaan, it's actually just possessing a type. It's not the real thing. And he let 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob dwell in that land as strangers and aliens so that they would 
understand that it's really not about the land of Canaan. It's about heaven. 

You see this when you look at verse 13. Hebrews 11:13, "All these died in faith, without 
receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a 
distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth." There 
it's the same idea, strangers and exiles on the earth. Not just in Canaan. Do you see that? 
Strangers and exiles on the earth. "For those who say such things make it clear that they 
are seeking a country of their own." Verse 15, "And indeed if they had been thinking of 
that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as
it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to

Page 8 of 12



be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them." They came to understand that 
they were actually, Canaan was a type of heaven and God was cultivating in their hearts 
the way he dealt with them not that they would feel at home in this world, but that they 
would long for heaven. Their true home. 

This is what Peter is applying to the people he's writing to. He says, "Listen, you're going 
to experience opposition. You're going to experience cultural antipathy, animosity. How 
do you deal with that? Well, you need to understand that you really don't belong here. It's 
not surprising that you are experiencing opposition. You're a stranger. You're an alien. 
The way that you live is so different it rubs people in a way that they just can't understand
you. I mean, you're living for God, they're living for this world." And it really does help 
us in a couple of really strong ways. It explains the hostility. It explains the hostility. 

Look with me at John 15. Jesus makes this clear to his apostles on the night before he is 
crucified. Let me show you again how actually election is there too. Verse 16 of 15. 
We're looking at verses 18 to 21 but let me read you verse 16 too. Jesus says in John 
15:16 to his 11 apostles at this point, "You did not choose Me but I chose you, and 
appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that 
whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. This I command you, 
that you love one another." Look at verse 18, "If the world hates you, you know that it 
has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own;
but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the
world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not greater than his 
master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they 
will keep yours also. But all these things they will do to you for My name's sake, because
they do not know the One who sent Me." The world hates you, know that it's hated me 
before. It hates us because we are not of the world. We are so different and that's what 
Peter is telling them in 1 Peter 1. You are a resident alien. You understand that you don't 
belong here. You're a foreigner in the truest sense of the word. Every other distinction 
between cultural nationalities in this world or cultural subgroups in this world pales in 
comparison, pales in comparison to the radical disconnect between those who belong to 
God and are citizens of heaven and those who belong to this world. It is a radical 
difference. 

And so John who recorded those words of Jesus in John 15 says in 1 John 3:13, "Do not 
be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you." Don't be surprised.  In fact, actually, if you
still have your Bible open to John. 15, look with me also at chapter 16 verses 1 to 4. Jesus
after he talks about how the world hates his disciples, he says in chapter 16, verse 1, 
"These things I have spoken to you so that you may be kept from stumbling." I've told 
you this so that when it happens you won't stumble. You see, knowing, forewarned is 
forearmed. I'm telling you that they're going to reject you so that you won't, and when it 
happens you won't stumble. 

Look what he says next in verse 2, "They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but
an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God. 
These things they will do because they have not known the Father or Me. But these 
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things I have spoken to you, so that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told
you of them." Now they were going to experience exactly what Jesus said and they did 
experience that, all but one died a martyr's death. John alone died of old age. And he's 
telling them this, he says, "I want you to be kept from stumbling because I want you to 
remember when it happens you'll know I told you this. It was going to be like this." How 
comforting that is to know, hey, even though I don't like where I am right now, I'm 
exactly where God said I would be. Isn't that comforting? It may not be a part of the 
journey on the road map that I would have chosen, but it's the part of the road map that 
God actually said I was going to be on. It just confirms the fact that he is leading. 

This is why when Jesus in his first major sermon that we have in the New Testament is 
the Sermon on the Mount, he says, "Blessed are you. Oh how happy are you when men 
persecute you and say all manner of evil against you on account of Me. Rejoice and be 
glad for great is your reward in heaven." And he says they persecute the prophets in the 
same way. You see, it's in reality it's always been this way. The faithful who belonged to 
God have always been light in the midst of darkness. And so this is to give us confidence 
and it's also to give us hope. One of the things that happens is when we experience 
antipathy and hostility from the world, it's an opportunity to remember, "This isn't my 
home." Isn't it easy to start getting at home here? I mean, there's a lot of wonderful things 
in this world and God made the world good, sin's messed it up but there's still a lot of 
good things in this world. But you were made for something far better. You were made 
for a perfect world and when you see the imperfections it is an invitation to remember 
that, "Lord, I want heaven." 

Paul, I mentioned the word citizenship. It comes from Paul's statement in Philippians 
3:20. He says, "For our citizenship is in heaven," Philippians 3:20, "For our citizenship is 
in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ." Our 
citizenship is in heaven. Your name is on the roll of heaven. If you belong to Christ, if 
you've placed your faith in Jesus, that is your home. And the Lord wants us to cultivate 
more and more an eagerness to be home. He says, "For our citizenship is in heaven, from 
which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the 
body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of 
the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself." By telling us about our body,
that change that is going to happen to our body, he is encouraging us to think about the 
profound reality of what it's going to be like to be in the new heavens and new earth. 

I mean, what are you aware of most in your life? You can't not be aware of your body. I 
mean, if you've got pain, you know it, right? Your body is telling you. Sometimes some 
of you live with chronic pain and your body is telling you all the time you're hurting, 
you're hurting, you're hurting and you remember what was like when you didn't have that.
As you get older, I know this is something that older people just know, right? I mean, you
hurt more than you did before. It's just part of what it is. The body is decaying, breaking 
down. And Paul is saying, "Listen, we wait for a Savior who's going to change this 
humble body and make it like His. He's going to make it perfect." We're going to live in 
heaven in the new heavens and new earth in an embodied state, a physical body. We're 
going to eat. We're going to drink. We're going to celebrate. We're going to work. We're 
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going to do everything in a perfect world. We're going to hug one another and love one 
another. We're going to laugh. We're going to enjoy life. And it's going to be a billion 
times better than the most wonderful moment you've ever had here. 

And he's saying you must know who you are. You belong to God. He's bringing you to 
himself. He can't wait till he gets you home. That's why one of those interesting verses, 
Psalm 116:15, at first glance doesn't make sense, "Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of his godly ones." Why is it precious in the sight of the Lord? Because he gets to 
bring you into the fullness of his love and he gets to give you that which you have longed
for more than you ever imagined you longed for it. And he says this is the key. Peter says
this is the key. You must know who you are. You belong to God. You don't belong here. 
Knowing that, be faithful, anticipate his coming and hold on to Jesus and rejoice in him 
because he's only going to bring better and better things to Christians because every 
affliction is a blessing in the life of grace in a sovereign God. It just makes you want 
heaven more, cultivates your taste for it more, your anticipation for it more. 

And  anticipation is such a blessing. You know, think about Thanksgiving. I shouldn't say
this at this time at this hour but think about Thanksgiving, the joy of that meal, and you 
think about the favorite things you're going to eat. Part of the joy is the anticipation of it.  
I mean, if you just showed up and it just happened that there it was, that would be great. I
mean, be wonderful, you're like, Man." But the anticipation of it, thinking about it. "Oh, 
we're going to have this and we're going to have that, and Aunt Sally's going to bring this,
and you know, grandma is going to fix this. I can't wait." And then you get there and then
you have the consummation. Well, part of the joy now is the anticipation of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb and an eternity of enjoying all the delights of God who says, "in Your
presence there is fullness of joy, at Your right hand there are pleasures forevermore." 
That's what God has called you to, and that's what he's created you for, and that is worth 
living for, and that is worth if it came to it, dying for. He is worth it. 

Let's go to the Lord in prayer. 

Our Father, how grateful we are for who You are, for what You have done. Lord, we 
confess that we so often are halfhearted creatures, satisfied with the things of this world, 
taking our eyes off of heaven and off of Your glory. We confess our sinfulness. We 
confess our need of grace. Lord, there are a number here today who have not yet come to
a saving knowledge of Christ. Though salvation is of the Lord, You tell us again and 
again in Your word to call upon the name of the Lord, and when someone calls upon the 
name of the Lord, You bring salvation, even the desire to call upon the name of the Lord 
is Your electing grace at work. Help them even now. Grant them repentance. Grant them 
faith as they call upon You. And Father, for those of us who know You but who struggle 
with our own faithlessness, create in us greater strength grounded in who we are, that we
truly do belong to You. You have bought us with a price. Let us glorify You in our bodies.
Lord, we are not at home. Help us know that. Help us be kind to all, loving to all people, 
reaching out to them, holding forth the word of life in an increasingly dark world, 
shining the light that is the light of hope and deliverance and salvation that people need 
to hear. Help us do that with more faithfulness, with more boldness, with more love and 
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compassion and with more confidence even in the face of opposition. You told us it would
be this way. Strengthen us, Lord, to the task. Make us faithful. We thank You, Lord, that 
Your word says that You will make us stand, for he will stand for his God will make him 
stand. Be glorified in Your people. We pray in Jesus' name. Amen. 
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