The 2Peter Series

221002-1 2Pe 3, 1-7, Scoffers Shall Come—CThurman

In the previous lesson Peter wrote that the false teacher, which are clearly
antichrists, are notable among the unjust ones. They walk after the lusts of
uncleanness, despise authorities and fearlessly blaspheme them in offices of
authority and shall perish in their own corruption. Notice that neither Peter, Jude
nor Paul ever speaks of the potential salvation of false teacher. The apostle do
not hold the slightest hope out for them. You’ll search the Scriptures in vain to
find it because it is not there. These are cursed children that shall receive reward
for their wickedness. It is of this kind of people that especially prey upon the
vulnerable by appealing to their lusts. Though the vulnerable might have escaped
the error that others had been taken with, yet they fall prey to the designs of
these people. And instead of finding the liberty that the false teacher promise
they become the servants of corruption to them. The rule is, of whom a man is
overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. Peter closes this section by
saying of false teachers that it had been better that they had never known the
way of righteousness than after knowing it to turn from the holy commandment.
This makes their crimes against God and His elect the more profound. But the
commonly understood proverb concerning the dog and the swine fits them very
well. Their nature is what their nature does.

Now, the apostle John tells us that in the last days there would be increasing
numbers of false teachers, antichrist. But now Peter, with Jude also tells the
same of scoffers or mockers that shall ridicule the child of God for his faith in God
and the faith of Jesus Christ. Now, though this lesson does not consider Peter’s
whole argument against the scoffer, let me say state it here:

Scoffers ask, ‘Where is the promise of the second coming of Jesus Christ, all
things have continued from the beginning to this day as they were?’

Peter says, no, all things have not continued as they were. The old world,
the antediluvian world perished by water. And the world that now is shall
be dissolved by fire. Therefore, the promise of Christ’s second coming
remains. In the mean-time the Lord is waiting for all the elect to come to
repentance.
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Chapter 3
gv aic
1 9 This second epistle, beloved, | now write unto you; in [both] which
[epistle]
év
| stirup your pure minds by way of remembrance:
wake, raise sincere by recollection

lightened-discerning

| stir up, Sieysipw, 1s. pres. ind. verb, d1d by, through + éyeipw to
arise, to awake, to raise up, to lift out, to stand; Sleyeipw, tss. to
raise, to awake, to arise, to stir up.

pure, gilkpwi, dat. sing. of the adj. ei\ikp1vrig, €Ik Liddell & Scott,
the sun’s warmth; Moulton, sunshine + kpivw, to discern, to judge;
ei)\lkpwﬁg, tss. sincere, pure; the LXXE, Wis.7.25, pure influence; the
noun ei\ikpiveta, is tss. sincerity (3).

minds, Stavolav, 31d by, through + voéw, to understand, to
perceive, to consider, of the noun 8idvowa tss. mind, understanding,
imagination.

by way, the Gr. preposition év.

of remembrance, UTIopVAoEL, dat. sing. of the noun vmépvnoig, v
a preposition, under, among, by + pipvMokouat, to mind, to
remember to put ... in remembrance; VTOUVYNO 1S, is tss.
remembrance, putting in remembrance (2Pe.1.13; 3.1); the verb
vmopnVAoKw, is tss. to remember, to bring to remembrance, to put
in remembrance, to put in mind.

Peter wrote, that | write to wake up your pure minds, sincere minds, and if |
take the Greek, minds that are lightened to discern the truths of God and

Christ.
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1Jo 5:20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given
us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are
in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God,
and eternal life.

These minds ought to be awakened to recollect the things that they had
heard and learned of the gospel and doctrine of Christ. Remember, it was
Peter’s mission that until his martyrdom, which was near at hand, he would
put them in remembrance of how to make a sure calling and election.

2Pe 1:12 Wherefore | will not be negligent to put you always in
remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be
established in the present truth.

15 Moreover | will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease
to have these things always in remembrance.

This was important to Peter that they remember the teachings of the Lord
Jesus after he had died. This ought to be the chief goal of every God-called
pastor-teacher. He is to feed the flock the word of God. But in order to
feed the flock he must have been in the Book. And if he’s been in the book,
then most of what he teaches will be familiar to the hearers.

There is no doubt that we need constant reminding of the truths of God’s
word. It is part of our present bodily weakness to forget. So, we need
constant reminding. As pastor of this church | have applied myself
especially to this one program and you know it is true that | rarely, rarely
deviate from it; | systematically study the word of God by book, chapter
and verse. It is simply impossible to teach the whole counsel of God any
other way. In this way there is fresh bread laid upon the table week after
week for us to feed upon. In this way you and | are forced to consider
every Scripture, it’s words and its thoughts in their context. This method
has proved to be most edifying to the congregation. The bulk of our studies
we are simply being reminded we already know. And of course along the
way our learning of the truths of God’s word can be increased.
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1 Tavtnv 8N dyamntol Seutépav VIV ypddw EMIOTOARV év aic Steyeipw
UMV €v OOV oEL TNV €lAkpLvii Stavolav

And the purpose for writing is —
2 That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before
- To be reminded - sayings [words] foretold

that ye may be mindful, pvnoBivay, aor. infin. pass. of the verb
ULV OTKW or punuovedw or pvdouat, to remember, to be mindful.

words, pnuatwy, gen. pl. of the noun pfipa, tss. word, saying.

which were spoken before, mpoglpnuevwy, gen. pl. part. perf. pass. of
the verb mpoepéw, Tpo before + Néyw to speak; Tpoepéw, tss. to
tell before, to foretell, to say before, to speak before.

by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord
and Saviour:

commandment, £vtolfi¢, gen. sing. of the noun évTo\), tss.
commandment, precept.

The purpose for the letter was that they might remember the words of
prophets, the OT prophets, and of the apostles’ commandment, the
singular doctrine which the apostles taught; apostolic doctrine.

I’m going to approach this topic with a very general statement. Brethren,
watch the doctrine. A doctrine that poses under the banner of apostolic
doctrine but which negates the words of the prophets is a flawed doctrine.
The prophets speak particularly to Israel’s history and Israel’s future, to the
history of the nations and their future, the history of this world and its end.
The words of the prophets stand in harmony with the doctrine of the
apostles. We must be very careful about our approach to the OT. Moses
was a great prophet.
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Deu.18.15 9 The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye
shall hearken ...

Whatever we think of when we read that the law was put away, cannot
abrogate what the LORD spoke through these holy men. If this our mind, if
this is what we are thinking we have erred from the truth. This notion, this
hermeneutic, this spiritualization of the prophets, which sets aside the
literal, plain, meaning of the prophets is strangely applied to things
eschatological. The prophets meant what they said concerning history,
things past and things present in their day, but when it comes future things
suddenly their message isn’t literal anylonger. If this is the way we treat
the prophets we will err in our eschatology. The prophets foretell of both
Christ’s first and second comings to this earth. They prophesy of the
coming kingdom of Jesus Christ, the restoration of Israel to the place of
preimminence as a nation among nations, of a time when the earth shall be
filled with the knowledge of Lord as the waters cover the sea, of the
resurrections, of the everlasting destruction of the unbelieving, and
salvation of God’s elect, and the end of this world and the world that is to
come. This is what the prophets fortold with great clarity. And the
doctrine of the apostles simply clarified the same things that the prophets
say.

So Peter would have the saints to be mindful of both testaments and the
truths that are in them. By context perhaps the whole idea is that he would
encourage them not to let the climate of an ungodly and perishing world
move them away from the anchor of their lives, which is God’s word. While
everything around us changes the word of God remains the same. Keep to
its truths.

2 pvnoBival TV MPOoEPNHEVWVY PNHUATWY UTIO TV ayiwv npodntv Kal

T ¢ TV AMOOTOAWV MUKV €VTOARC ToU Kuplou Kal owThpog

that ye be mindful ... How? First, knowing this.
3 9 Knowing this first,
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knowing, ywwokovteg, nom. pl. masc. part. pres. act. of the verb
YWWWOKw, tss. to know, to perceive, to understand, to be aware, to
be resolved, etc.

otL ETU
that there shall come in the last days scoffers,
because light upon mockers

like the fowls of the
air in the branches of
a great tree

there shall come, éAeVboovtal, 3pl. fut. ind. of the verb épxouou, tss.
to come, to go, to light (like ‘to set upon’ or ‘to set down’).

last, éoxdtou, gen. sing. neut. of the noun ’éO'XOLTog, from which we
have the English ‘eschatology.’ ’éO'XOLTog is tss. uttermost, last,
lowest, ends, latter end.

scoffers, éunaiktat, nom. pl. of the noun éunaikTng, év + naifw
to play (1Co.10.7); is only twice in the NT and tss. in Jude 18,
mockers; the verb éunai@w, is only used in the gospels and is always
tss. with the English mock.

In Mt.2.16 Herod perceived that the wise men were not going
to return to tell him where Christ was born. He perceived that
they mocked him, or played him for a fool. So, he commands
all the children two yrs. of age and under in the Bethleham to
be slaughtered.

In Mt.20.19 Jesus foretold that he would be delivered to the
Roman (Gentiles) to be mocked.

And in Mt.27.28, the whole band of Roman soldiers gathered
to the governor’s hall and began mocking Christ by dressing
him in a scarlet robe, placing a plaited crown of thorns on his
head, putting a reed in his hand, and then kneeling before him,
mocking.
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The last days were inaugurated by the first coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and they continue until this age is ended, which | understand to be when
Jesus Christ reigns in his kingdom.

He.1.1 9 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in
time past unto the fathers by the prophets,

2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

1Jo 2:18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that
antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby
we know that it is the last time.

2Ti 3:1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.

Ac 2:17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, | will
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old
men shall dream dreams:

Last days not only include the event at Pentecost ...

18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens | will pour out in
those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:

But the last days include those things which precede the
coming of Christ to this earth again ...

19 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth
beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke:

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood,
before that great and notable day of the Lord come ...
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These scoffers are noted for
Kot
walking after their own lusts,
proceeding

What else would we expect from them that have no hope in the
resurrection and of the second coming of Jesus Christ.

1Co 15:32 If after the manner of men | have fought with beasts at
Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and
drink; for to morrow we die.

Know that mockers shall come that live after the flesh. They will have the
ear of the majority, they will have the microphone to mock the children of
God to make them appear to be fools.

Jude 17 But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken
before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ;

18 How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time,
who should walk after their own ungodly lusts.

there should be, éoovTau, 3pl. fut. ind. of the verb eipi, to be,
am.

3 100T0 MPMTOV YIVWOKOVTEC OTL EAeVoovVTaL £TU £0XATOU TWV NUEPQIV
gumaikTal Kkatd tag idlag abT®v émbupiag mopeuodevoL

First that ye be mindful, knowing this: that there shall come mockers that walk
after their own lusts; then second, that ye be mindful knowing this: that they will
say ...

4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming?

coming, mapouaciag, gen. sing. of the noun Tapovoia, Tapd near
+ ovoia substance; mapouoia, is tss. coming (22), presence (2).,

In the last days scoffers, mockers shall light upon this era. | think the closer
we come to the return of Christ the more scoffers there will be. These will

8
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play the child of God for a fool for taking the word of God at face value; for
believing the word of God as simply as it written: the literal six day creation,
a literal first man and woman, Noah’s flood, the confusion of languages, the
breaking up of the earth into smaller continents, the exodus and 40-yr.
sojourn, the sun and the moon standing still for a day, the sundial moving
backwards ten degrees, the lion’s den, of Christ’s virgin birth, His Deity, His
miracles and power to raise the dead, Christ’s bodily resurrection and
ascension into glory, but probably the most hurtful and most difficult to
bear is the mockery concerning our Lord’s return to this earth one day.

These scoffers mock the child of God, and make him look like a fool for
believing in the second coming of Jesus Christ.

Obviously Christians are not the only ones mocked in the earth. Anyone can
be mocked for just about anything. Antichrist organizations such as the
Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, A Day Adventists are mocked
Personalities like Jim & Tammy Baker, Benny Hinn, Joel Olsteen, are
mocked. Mockery does not validate whether someone or an organization
is true. But it is certain the child of God shall be mocked for receiving the
truths of God.

adp’

for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue

fell asleep, éxowuriOnoay, 3pl. aor. ind. pass. of the verb koiuduw, tss.
to sleep (whether resting the body [cf. Lk22.45], or the body resting
in the grave [In.11.11)), to fall on sleep, to fall asleep, to be dead
(1Co.7.39).

continue, Slapével, 3s. pres. ind. of the verb diapuévw, to contibue
on; dtapuévw, tss. to remain, to continue.

ar’
as [they were] from the beginning of the creation.

First of all, the objection to the reality of Christ’s second coming is based on
a lie, that says all things continue as they were from the beginning. This will

9
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be explained in the following verse. Second, it is assumed that since Christ
has not returned yet that He is not going to return at all.

4 kot Aéyovteg No0 oty N énayyeAia tfig mapouvaoiog avtod ad’ ¢ yap ol
TIATEPEG EKOLURONoav mavta oUTwE SLapEVEL AT APXFG KTIOEWG

5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God

willing —  hide

willingly, Bé\ovtag, acc. pl. masc. part. pres. of the verb 8é\w, tss. to
will, to desire, to list, to please, to be forward.

are ignorant, A\avOavel, 3s. pres. ind. of the verb AavBdvuw, tss. to be
hidden (3), to be unaware (1), to be ignorant (2).

€§

the heavens were of old, and the earth  standing out of the water

and

time stood, consisted
of old, ékmahay, adv., &k of, out, out of, from + mdiau, long ago, any
while, in time past, old, a great while ago,; €knalal, only by Peter, of
a long time (2Pe.2.3), of old (2Pe.3.5).

standing, ouveot®oa, nom. sing. fem. part. perf of the verb
ouwvioTnu, oov fellow, with + ToTnut to establish, to stand, to
set, to appoint, to stand forth, etc; cuvioTnuy, tss. to stand with, to
commend, to approve, to make, to consist, to stand.

ou
in the water:

by, through

Now, they willing hide the truth! They purposefully put this away because
they are in unbelief.

By the word of God, the old heavens and earth, the old world (cf. 2Pe.2.5),
the world of the pre-flood society, the antediluvian world, both stood out
of the water and in the water. The heavens referred to here are what is

10
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called the firmament in the first chapter of Genesis. The heavens and the
earth were out of the water and in the water. On day one of creation God
originally spoke the entire mass of heaven and earth (the universe that
present exists) into existence, and on this day divided the light from the
darkness. One objects saying, ‘how can there be light without the sun,
moon, and stars? They weren’t created until day four? (cf. Ge.1.14-19)
There was light simply because God commanded it. The cycle of darkness
and light was the same cycle we have today that marks a single day.

Then on day two of creation God commanded to separate the waters over
the face of the earth so that there was an expanse in-between the waters.

Gen.1.6 9 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the
waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.

7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were
under the firmament from the waters which were above the
firmament: and it was so.

This made it so that there was water on the earth and water above the
earth separated by an expanse (firmament) in the middle. So, the old world
(2Pe.2.5) in the days of Noah are some different that the world since.

Before the flood the earth was watered by a mist that came up from the
earth. There was no such thing as rain or clouds then. It is doubtful that
the sun, moon and stars were visible to any before the flood.

Ge 2:6 But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the
whole face of the ground.

But when God brought the flood waters upon the earth in the days of Noah
we read that, not only did it rain but the great caverns of water under the
earth were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. It is my
opinion that God then poured out that band of water that was above the
firmament.

Ge 7:11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month,
the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the

11
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fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven
were opened.
12 And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights.

Gen.8.2 The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven
were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained ...

Since then the water above the firmament is gone, there are clouds and
rain, and we can see the sun, moon and the stars.

5 AavBdvel yap altou¢ todto BéAovtag dTL oupavol Roav Ekmalat Kal yi €€

06atog kat 6L Ldatog cuveot®Woo T To0 Beol Aoyw

these scoffers willing hide that by the word of God that the old earth stood out of
and in the water ...

SU Qv
6 Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:
By which flooded

being overflowed, katakAuoBeic, nom. sing. masc. part. aor. pass. of
KOTAKAOEw, KaTd down, under + kKAUEw Moulton, to wash;
KaTaKAUEw, is only this once in the NT; LXXE, tss. the verb falling
headlong (Job14.19), ran abundantly (Ps.77[78].20); the noun

KO TOKAVOHOS, is tss. deluge (Ps.31[32].6), flood (Ge.6.17; 7.6, 7, 10,
17), water-flood (Ps.28 [29].10).

By which water ... the old world perished. In what way did that perish?

The Bible teaches that God brought upon the earth a flood of waters that
covered the entire landmass of the earth until every living, air-breathing
creature that dwelt on land died.

Ge 7:22 Allin whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in
the dry land, died.

23 And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the
face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things,

12
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and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth:
and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the
ark.

With water God wiped the earth clean of its inhabitants as a man would
wipe a dish clean. He did this because man had corrupted the earth before
God, filled it with violence (marred), and corrupted His way. (cf. Ge.6.11,
12)

Vss. 5, 6 say: ‘The heavens and the earth stood together by the word of
God out of the water and in the water, and perished by the water.” This

was the end of the old world. Now of this present world Peter writes:

6 6L wv O TOTE KOOUOC UOATL KATAKAUOOELG ATTWAETO

elolv
7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are
3pl. pres. ind.

of eipi, to be, am.
kept in store,
being heaped or treasured together (the whole lot)

kept in store, tTeBnoauvplopévol, nom. pl. masc. part. perf. pass. of the
verb Bnoavpilw, tss. to lay up, to treasure up, to lay up treasure, to
heap treasure together.

el
reserved unto fire against the day of  judgment and perdition
being held fast the determination destruction

reserved, TnpoUpevol, nom. pl. masc. part. pres. pass. of Tnpéw, tss.
to keep, to reserve, to preserve, to observe, to watch, to hold fast.

judgment, kpioewg, gen. sing. of the noun kpiog, also tss.
damnation, condemnation, accusation.

perdition, dnwleiac, gen. sing. of the noun dTwWewa, tss.
destruction, waste, die, damnable, pernicious ways, perdition;

13
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2Pe.2.1 (twice, damnable, destruction), 2, pernicious ways, 3,
damnation, 3.7, perdition, 3.16, destruction.

of ungodly men.

Like that old world this present world is being heaped together and held
fast, not to be destroyed by water, but by fire. The old earth was changed
substantially after the judgment of that great deluge. | believe that when
Jesus Christ returns the topography of the earth will be changed
considerably, especially that of the land of Palestine. But Peter writes here
of a judgment that is final, so much so that the elements melt, burn up and
dissolve. This is the end of the universe. God brings to an end all of the
original creation and He brings His elect to a whole new universe, called the
new heaven and new earth.

Mock away, but these are this is the final destination of all the children of
God since the very beginning of the creation to the end. There won’t be a

child of God fail to come to this eternal residence.

7 ot 6€ vOv oUpavol kal 1 yij a0told Aoyw teBnoauplopévol eiotv mupl
TnPoUHEVOL €i¢ NUEPAV KPLoEWG Kal ATIWAELOG TV doeBiv avOpwnwv
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