
Peace At A Time Like This - John 14:25-31      10-2-22 
 Here’s our road map for today. 1) Peace 2) troubled & afraid 3) death 4) the will of God 
 Did you know that the International Day of Peace was on the 21st? Here are some things 
that are said to be done on that day. As I read them notice the religion and the inclusiveness that 
wants you to participate in its worship all for “peace.”   
 Spread the message of “May Peace Prevail On Earth.” The power of the Message, May 
Peace Prevail On Earth, lies in its capacity to bring people of various cultures, faith traditions 
and political ideals together as one united global heart and mind. May Peace Prevail On Earth, 
allows us to sincerely focus on our mutual desire to serve, create and manifest true peace on 
earth while transcending our differences and celebrating our common humanity. The May Peace 
Prevail On Earth movement is a grassroots global movement to inspire, and re-awaken the 
inherent consciousness of love, peace and harmony which exists in everyone of us. It is a 
movement to bring inner peace of mind and to foster peace in the world at large. People can buy 
a WHITE peace pole to promote this movement.  
 Feast for Peace - Simply set aside a meal sometime during the weeks around International 
Day of Peace (Sept. 21st) to "Celebrate the peace we have and contemplate the work to be done.” 
This initiative is the first opportunity in history for the world to share in a communion and show 
of unity for a culture of peace. 
 The 11 Days of Global Unity aims at strengthening the ideals of unity and equality, 
diversity and oneness, harmony and compassion and, above all, at advancing the culture of 
peace. 
 Global Mala (Yoga) Project - Be part of this world-wide collective movement meditation 
in action. The Global Mala Project is uniting yoga, service and collective action. The purpose of 
the project is to unite people from all walks of life in the global yoga community together from 
every continent, school, and approach to form a "mala around the earth." We will unify through 
collective practices based upon the sacred cycle of 108 
 Peace Crane Project - Teaching our heart forgiveness and peace by folding a paper crane. 
I believer that what our hands are doing can teach our hearts. Making paper cranes is a creative 
way to fold out experiences into our being. Be delicately folding paper, we can start to embed 
peace and forgiveness into our hearts. 
 Whatever you choose to do, please pause at 12 Noon local time and join people all across 
the globe in a Minute of Silence/Moment of Peace. 
 https://internationaldayofpeace.org/get-involved/ 
 What is true peace and where does it come from? 
 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you.” 
Explained in this verse is not just a different version of peace that is just as good as any other or 
just as true as any other, but explained is true peace vs false “worldly” peace. What the world 
possesses and gives is in opposition and is fundamentally different than what God possesses and 
gives. More to the core, worldly peace is a peace that actually doesn’t exist, because true peace 
and possessing that as a human being begins with having peace with God. Now, true peace can 
affect the broader world in a general, common way, and unbelievers can benefit from it in a 
temporal way, but if we do not actually have peace with God then we ourselves do not have 
peace at all. And that’s where these paganistic, humanistic versions of peace come from. Any 



type of “peace” we may feel that doesn’t originate and come from God is a fabrication of our 
imagination. Paul describes the natural man in Romans 3 where no one knows the way of peace 
when we are separated from Christ. The Bible also uses the phrases “the peace of God” and “the 
God of peace,” which describes that peace originates in Him, is possessed by Him, and only 
comes from Him. So the necessary consequence of that is this peace must be given by Him in 
order for anyone to experience this peace, true peace. This is given not on the basis of human 
merit, but by God’s free choice as He pleases and when He pleases. Describing this peace is a 
reconciliation with God that produces no fear of judgment. A biblical definition of this true peace 
is, "the tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation through Christ, and so fearing nothing 
from God and content with its earthly lot, of whatsoever sort that is.” So at the base of this peace 
is assurance of salvation, because of Christ alone and it is accompanied by knowing with 
confidence that there is now no condemnation for you. This peace is a supernatural work of grace 
alone and it then affects our outlook on life. This peace results in a contentment with your life, 
which is in a wicked world with adversity and opposition. This doesn’t mean that you will like 
what happens in your life all the time. But it does mean that you will be ok with it, because God 
is sovereign over your life and gracious in your life.  
 The opposite of this peace is being troubled and being afraid. As this peace is describing 
what is deep down in someone, same with this troubled and afraid. As an unbeliever can have 
and feel a situational peace, so could a believer have a situational troubled and an afraid feeling. 
They just don’t dig deeper and last longer. We need to notice the deep character of these and the 
intentional thought of these, because someone could say that they didn’t feel peace today or they 
felt troubled or afraid today and ask if they were a true Christian. There is both an anchor that 
holds deeper, because of the work of the Spirit and there is a deliberate guarding in those 
moments that should be the abiding pattern. The command to “let not” tells us there needs to be 
that deliberate guarding in those moments where uneasiness and fear could easily creep in. With 
everything that is thrown at us on a day to day basis, this is crucial to watch over and let our 
hearts not be troubled or afraid.  
 The FBI just raided someone who was involved in a situation a while ago in front of an 
abortion mill, which should not have warranted the FBI raid for what may have been a 
misdemeanor at worst if the case hadn’t gotten dismissed before. A preacher on the streets of 
Leeds in England was sentenced for “harassing” a transgender woman by talking about 
“adulterers, drunkards, and homosexuals” and by responding to her challenges. In Ireland a 
teacher was thrown in jail for not using someone’s desired pronouns. The Children’s Hospital in 
Philly is using puberty blockers for 8 year olds and is doing transition surgeries at age 14. 
Churches are changing bathrooms to transgender bathrooms to make people feel comfortable. PA 
schools are following the mandate of the Department of Education on how to create gender 
inclusive schools and classrooms by having a gender neutral bathroom and this new school next 
to us is one of them. A Michigan woman was shot in the back of the shoulder, because of a 
conversation she had as she went door to door campaigning for a pro-life proposal. About 5 cars 
were spray-painted and tires were slashed and businesses threatened in Pittsburgh two weekends 
ago. And this is just some of all that has happened in the last month.  
 Does this seem troubling? Do some of these situations make you afraid? There is a 
difference between being troubled or afraid about what’s happening in just an awareness and 



recognition of the problems and being troubled to the point where it affects you in a deeper 
negative sense where the result that happens is being really shaken or frozen or shrinking back 
away from living in the world with the purpose of God driving you. The issue is, what is the 
result? What do these circumstances do to the direction of your life, the purpose of your life, and 
the focus of your life? It’s not in the circumstances themselves, but in the purpose of God in the 
circumstances. This is what these disciples need to focus on and rest in while they live, because 
they are going to be troubled and afraid in what is about to happen with Jesus and they will be 
troubled and afraid in what is going to come as they go out into the world. Necessary for that 
character of life is the Holy Spirit, especially as Jesus is preparing them for after He has 
ascended. 
 We are in a great danger of pulling away from the engagement we are called to. We need 
to notice them already, but the more we see the direct attacks on true Christianity the more we 
will be faced with a crossroads. And when the cost mounts the temptation to go down the smooth 
path will build. Just think about the disciple’s lives from Pentecost on. They were betrayed and 
stabbed in the back in their efforts. 2 Timothy 4:14, “Alexander the coppersmith did me great 
harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds.” They were targeted by other Christians to 
afflict them for selfish reasons. Philippians 1:17, “The former proclaim Christ out of selfish 
ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment.” They often had to defend 
their apostolic authority as opposition to their message and ministry grew. They had to hide in 
walls. They had constant hardship. They got stoned, beaten, thrown into jail, and killed. Just their 
association with Jesus as His follower made them marked.  
 So what was the character of their life? Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with 
Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 2 Corinthians 4:11, 
“For we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus 
also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.” 1 Peter 4:1-2, “Since therefore Christ suffered in the 
flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has 
ceased from sin, so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but 
for the will of God.” Romans 12:1-2, “1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable 
and perfect.” How else is the Christian life described in multiple places? It is to deny ourselves, 
take up our cross daily, and follow Jesus. It is to lose our life for the sake of Christ. It is to not 
have a will of our own, but to do the will of God.  
 If you notice the direction of this passage it drives to the death of Jesus. “30 I will no 
longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, 31 but I 
do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father.” Jesus 
says that His imminent death is as His Father has commanded for Him. And it’s in that purpose 
that satan has nothing on Jesus. Satan will have no affect on Jesus and His purpose in any way 
though he is coming for Jesus and will inflict pain and death upon Him. It all plays into the 
purpose of God. It will have no lasting effect. In fact, there will be guaranteed fruit that comes 
from His death as you may remember that being drawn out in John 12. Then the further purpose 



of Jesus going through that death is so that the world may know that He loves His Father. All this 
highlights the person and purpose of Jesus as the gospel explains and it shows the implications of 
that for His disciples in how that should affect their lives. In Jesus saying this He is proclaiming 
His death again and He is preparing His disciples to go out into all the world. This second part is 
especially the trajectory we need to see. They will do the will of God in following Jesus, so that 
the world may know that they love Father and Son and what is part of their confidence in this 
following as they walk in it is remembering that the enemy has nothing on them. Doing the will 
of God will happen, because true love for God and Son exists within by the Spirit. This will 
result in being stable and not fearful of the consequences that may come, like beatings, jail, and 
death, because they are disciples of Christ indwelt by the Spirit. As they stand before thousands 
of people now, they will not be timid, cowardly like they have been without the Spirit in them. 
They will not shrink back from the opposition to the law and gospel of God when the people get 
very agitated and hostile toward them. We need this witness to look up to and strengthen us in 
the work of the Lord that we face today. They modeled what it is to do the will of God in a time 
similar to ours. In this there are four parts that we need to take to heart as we seek to do the will 
of God now.  
 1) If satan has no claim on Jesus then he has nothing on us as well. This doesn’t mean 
that he won’t come to attack us and try everything he can to deceive us. And this doesn’t mean 
that life will be easy in regard to our fight within ourselves, because of sin. The schemes of the 
devil are real and we need to be actively fighting with the armor of God on and with our sword 
out. This is necessary while we live. But we also, while we live, we have to be operating from 
the foundation that the enemy has nothing on us, because Jesus rose from the dead defeating 
death and sin. It wasn’t for His sake, but for ours, so that we can live in the reality that the enemy 
has nothing on us. We don’t live with a dualistic belief that the activity of satan is like an equal 
war against God where both have equal power. That diminishes the finished work of Jesus and 
the fruit that comes from Him, especially in a victorious church. Jesus has triumphed gloriously, 
so we ought to intentionally live in that triumph. And while we live like that we live in death to 
self.    
 2) Jesus came to die, which was His Father’s command, which means, so shall we come 
to die. Salvation is going from death to life in order to die again. The Father’s command is for us 
to love Him with all of who we are and to love our neighbors as ourselves. If we truly understood 
how much we love ourselves in our sinful nature then we would understand how much our lives 
should be a death to self. And that will be rooted in loving God with all of who we are, which is 
the root of all other dying to self. This is because of a devotion to His purpose and not ours. It is 
following Jesus in His path. This death to self is to live with an intention to be a vessel used by 
God to address the deepest needs that we humans have. When we are engaging with the world on 
that basis, knowing their deepest need, then that is love. This magnifies that…  
 3) Even though satan is coming, I do as I’m commanded. This is what Jesus did and we 
are to live in the shadow of that obedience with our own obedience that’s produced by the Spirit. 
For those who do the will of God it is submission, obedience as the subject to the rightful Master. 
His decrees are what we are to follow. He defines what our way of life should look like. As this 
comes there will be a lot of the world and a lot of the professing church saying that this is just a 
religion of rules or they will attempt to change the King’s decrees to their own liking or they will 



scoff at the high level of intentionality to all of life. This is how wickedness rebels against an 
absolute authority that they don’t want to really submit to. But the standard of the true believer is 
Jesus and that true believer will have a desire and an active pursuit in their life to obey His will. 
This is done, because their is a new and now genuine love for God and this also, as an effect, is 
done…  
 4) So that the world may know who I love. If we are conformed to the image of the 
world, the current spirit of the age as we follow the world, then the love of the Father is not in us. 
It shows by our way of life in word and in action. It shows in our discernment of issues. As 
humanism increases it demands more of your devotion, your love, your obedience, so if we 
increase in lawlessness against the law of God as we obey man’s law, then we show who we 
love. There should be a growing contrast. This ties back into having a peace that comes only 
from God that shows a growing character of stability and confidence. We increase, not in 
perfection, but in growth in not letting our hearts be troubled and afraid. This is really applicable 
to now given there is a lot of talk about nuclear war, civil war, and collapse. In order to endure 
whatever the future has we must have this peace given to us by God and this peace must be the 
peace described in Scripture, not our worldly spin on it, like we’ve done with love, hope, faith, 
and so much more. Plus this peace is an active peace that lives wisely according to the will of the 
Lord.  
 Notice these points in Psalm 118:5-9 as we finish, peace, troubled and afraid, death, and 
doing the will of God.  
 Psalm 118:5-9, “5 Out of my distress I called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set 
me free. 6 The Lord is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me? 7 The Lord is on my 
side as my helper; I shall look in triumph on those who hate me. 8 It is better to take refuge in the 
Lord than to trust in man. 9 It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in princes.”


