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1 Corinthians 15:1-23 
 
Gospel - The gospel…By which also ye are saved: 

1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye 
have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what 
I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 3 For I delivered unto you first of all that 
which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And that 
he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 5 And that he 
was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred 
brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 7 
After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 8 And last of all he was seen of me 
also, as of one born out of due time. 

 
Grace - The grace of God…we preach…ye believed: 

9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 
the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was 
bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but 
the grace of God which was with me. 11 Therefore whether it were I or they, so we preach, 
and so ye believed. 

 
Resurrection - If Christ be not raised: 

12 Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there 
is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not 
risen: 14 And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. 15 Yea, 
and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up 
Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 16 For if the dead rise not, then is 
not Christ raised: 17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your 
sins. 18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 19 If in this life 
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 20 But now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 21 For since by man came death, 
by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive. 23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that 
are Christ's at his coming. 

 
The gospel, plus God’s grace, equals hope and life in resurrection. “Christ’s…coming” in verse 23 
is described in some detail in verses 51 and 52 in the latter part of this chapter. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. 

 
And in 4th chapter of the letter to the church at Thessalonica. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14 For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him. 15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are 
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are 
asleep. 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 
Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 
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We’re not at that point in history. No one has heard “a shout”, “the voice of the archangel”, nor 
“the trump of God”. No one has seen Jesus Christ in the air with those who “sleep in Jesus” nor 
has anyone been “caught up together with them in the clouds”. So, while we have the gospel, and 
we have grace, and we have the promises of the resurrection of the dead with “Christ the 
firstfruits”, and therefore we have hope “in this life” for the next life that is yet to come, what we 
call “second coming” hasn’t happened yet. We’re still seeing “through a glass darkly”, not yet 
“face to face”, knowing “in part”, not yet knowing “even also as I am (we are) known”. (1 
Corinthians 13:12). So, what literally, in the world, is going on? What’s going to happen to “we 
which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord” before Jesus Christ comes again? 
 
Eschatology: “A branch of theology concerned with the final events in the history of the world or of 
humankind. A belief concerning death, the end of the world, or the ultimate destiny of humankind. Any of 
various Christian doctrines concerning the Second Coming, the resurrection of the dead, or the Last 
Judgment”. (Merriam-Webster Dictionary) 
 
So, the study of the last days of the world is called by this funny name: eschatology. Everyone, 
(including the pagans) whether they know it or not, has an eschatological viewpoint. Some 
people can define theirs well, but most can’t. Most are like I was for the majority of my life up to 
this point, thinking: “I know there must be an end to all this, but I can’t define what that looks 
like, nor can I define what will happen before the second coming, and I’m not sure it really 
matters what I think about it anyway.” But, our understanding of the last days of the world does 
matter. It changes how we think and how we act. Given that, let’s consider what Paul tells the 
church at Corinth in our key verses. Let’s figure out a little bit of Christian eschatology together. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:24-28 24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 25 For he must 
reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 27 For 
he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he 
is excepted, which did put all things under him. 28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then 
shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all. 
 
What Paul is describing here is what happens at “the end”. 1. “The kingdom” is delivered by God 
the Son to God the Father. 2. “All authority and power” is “put down”. 3. “All enemies” are 
“under his feet”. 4. Death is “destroyed”. 5. “All things” are “subdued unto him”. And all this 
happens for a single reason: “that God may be all in all”. Is that what you believe? Do you believe 
that the Son of God, Jesus Christ, “must reign” over “the kingdom” until he has subjected, 
subdued, and destroyed all enemies (of his and of his kingdom), including death? Do you believe 
that God will, in the end, “be all in all”? If not, you might need to reconsider your eschatology. 
Let’s look at a few of these verses in more detail to help define our beliefs. First: “the kingdom”. 
 
24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, 
even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.  
 
What then, is this kingdom that the Son delivers to the Father? Who is its king? What is its 
territory? What is its duration? Who are its citizens? 
 

Genesis 49:10 The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his 
feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. 
 
Psalms 89:3-5 3 I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David my 
servant, 4 Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to all 
generations. Selah.  
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Acts 2:29-33 29 Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that 
he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 30 Therefore being a 
prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, 
according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 31 He seeing this 
before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh 
did see corruption. 32 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 33 
Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the 
promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 

 
The king of this kingdom is Christ, the anointed, Jesus, the savior. What is the territory of his 
kingdom? 
 

Daniel 2:31-35 28 31 Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose 
brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. 32 This image's 
head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, 33 His 
legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 34 Thou sawest till that a stone was cut 
out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake 
them to pieces. 35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken 
to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind 
carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image 
became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 

 
Daniel 2:36-45 36 This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the 
king. 37 Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, 
power, and strength, and glory. 38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the 
field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over 
them all. Thou art this head of gold. 39 And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to 
thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. 40 And the 
fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all 
things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 41 And whereas 
thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; 
but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with 
miry clay. 42 And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be 
partly strong, and partly broken. 43 And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they 
shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as 
iron is not mixed with clay. 44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set 
up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to 
other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it 
shall stand for ever. 45 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the 
mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the 
silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to 
pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure. 

 
Matthew 16:15-19 15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 16 And Simon Peter 
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And Jesus answered 
and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it. 19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven. 
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Luke 17:20-21 20 And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God 
should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with 
observation: 21 Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God 
is within you. 

 
Jesus Christ is the king. His kingdom, within its citizens, will fill the whole earth. What is the 
duration of his kingdom? 
 

Daniel 4:3 How great are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to generation. 
 
Daniel 7:13-14 13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with 
the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 
14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 
and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 
shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. 
 
Isaiah 9:6-7 6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to 
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for 
ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

 
Jesus Christ is the king. His kingdom, within its citizens, will fill the earth. His kingdom is 
indestructible and everlasting. Who are the citizens of the kingdom? 
 

Ephesians 2:19-22 19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone; 21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord: 22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 

 
Jesus Christ is the king. His kingdom, within its citizens, will fill the earth. His kingdom is 
indestructible and everlasting. His kingdom’s citizens are “the saints”, the “holy temple”, in 
whom the Spirit of God dwells. So, if that is the kingdom that the Son will deliver to the Father 
at “the end”, what is going on with that kingdom in the days that lead up to “the end”?  
 
25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.  26 The last enemy 
that shall be destroyed is death. 27 For he hath put all things under his feet. But 
when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all 
things under him.  
 
Jesus Christ “must reign”. First, he must reign over and in the citizens of his kingdom.  
 

Romans 5:21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
2 Timothy 2:11-13 11 It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live 
with him: 12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: 
13 If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. 
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Jesus Christ “must reign”. Second, he must reign through the citizens of his kingdom.  
 
Revelation 5:9-10 9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and 
to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10 And hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. 

 
Jesus Christ “must reign”. Third, he must reign through his citizens over the present world 
(earth) as he reigns over the future world (heaven). 
 

Matthew 6:10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
 
Ephesians 1:17-23 17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18 The eyes of your 
understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the 
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his 
power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 20 Which he 
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right 
hand in the heavenly places, 21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come: 22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head 
over all things to the church,23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in 
all. 

 
And this is the hopeful, optimistic, eschatology that we should believe: that Jesus Christ reigns 
today as he will tomorrow and on into eternity, that those he reigns over will be “the church”, 
who are “the fulness of him that filleth all in all”, and his rule over them and their labor under 
him, will result in “the end” when death is destroyed and “God may be all in all”.  
 
28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject 
unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all. 
 

Isaiah 11:1-10 1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch 
shall grow out of his roots: 2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
LORD; 3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not 
judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: 4 But with 
righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he 
shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the 
wicked. 5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 
6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf 
and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 7 And the cow and 
the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the 
ox. 8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his 
hand on the cockatrice' den. 9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 
10 And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of 
the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious. 

 
 


