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Exodus 23 verses 20 through 33. These are God's words, Behold. I send an angel before you 
to keep you in the way and to bring you into the place, which I have prepared Beware of him 
and obey His voice. Do not provoke him for. He will not pardon your transgressions for my 
name is in him, But if you indeed obey His voice and do all that I speak, then I will be an enemy 
to your enemies and an adversary to your adversaries.


For my angel, will go before you and bring you in to the Amorites and the Hittites, and the 
parasites, and the Canaanites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, and I will cut them off. You 
shall not bow down to their gods, nor serve them nor do according to their works, but you shall 
utterly overthrow them and completely break down their sacred pillars.


So you shall serve Yahweh, your God and he will bless your bread and your water, and I will 
take sickness away from the midst of you. No one shall suffer miscarriage or be barren in your 
land. I will fulfill the number of your days. I will send my fear before you I will cause confusion 
among all the people to whom you come and will make all your enemies turn their backs to 
you, and I will send hornets before you, which shall drive out.


The Hivite the Canaanite and the Hittite from before you. I will not drive them out from before 
you in one year, lest the land, become desolate. And the beasts of the field become too 
numerous for you little by little. I will drive them out from before you until you have increased 
and you inherit the land.


And I will set your bounds from the red sea to the sea Philistia And from the desert to the river 
for, I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand and you sell drive them out before 
you, You shall make, no covenant with them, nor with their gods, They shall not dwell in your 
land.


Lest they make you sin against me for if you serve their Gods, all surely be a snare to you.


So far the reading of God's inspired and and there aren't worked.


Well, the book of the Covenant we heard last week has been completed or at least the teaching 
of it will see Moses writing it down and the ratification ceremony and those sorts of things. 
Lord willing, Lord, helping us next week and Moses needs to go get instructions for how they 
are to proceed and there's going to be a lot of details.


The building of the tabernacle and it won't be until we get to the book of numbers when they 
find out the, the procedure and the procession that they are to take as they leave Sinai, but 
before the marching orders get to be procedural and and great detail. They are first and 
foremost.


Personal Behold, I send, and angel before you to keep you in the way and to bring you into the 
place which I have prepared And we discover that God Himself, is this angel? That's hopefully 
not too surprising for us. At least those of us who have been together since Genesis 18, when 
the three men or they appear to be men.




Show up Abraham's tent. And after the Lord's interaction with with Abraham, one of the three 
stays back and interacts with Abraham as Yahweh and two of the three go on to Sodom and 
interact with LOT as Well as Yahweh. And those two are referred to when they are sent from 
Abraham to Lott as angels.


And even more recently in the book of Exodus, we've seen the Lord himself referred to as an 
angel. And so we compare chapter 13 and verse 21.


Which says and Yahweh went before them day by day and a pillar of cloud to lead the way and 
so forth to chapter 14 and verse 19. It says and the angel of God who went before the camp of 
Israel moved and went behind them. And so we say well which is it Is it your way?


Is it? The Lord who is going before them? Or is it the angel who's going before them? And of 
course it's the answer is yes. The Lord Himself. Sometimes appears as an angel, angel means 
messenger. And if you're familiar with John chapter 1, that's not surprising either. Because in 
the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.


And he does, doesn't he become flesh and dwell among us. And so the the Trinitarian nature of 
God that God has one God who speaks of himself in the singular not in the plural and yet he 
speaks of himself as an angel and he speaks of himself sometimes and the third person we see 
several times his switching back and forth.


Here. He says verse 21. Sorry verse 22. If you indeed obey his voice and do all I speak, Then I 
will be an enemy to your enemies. He's been speaking of the angel in the third person. Verse 
20 verse 21 first half of verse 22 suddenly he speaks in the first person He is the angel who 
were who will speak and then he does the same with being the enemy.


For my angel, will go before you and bring you into the Emirate, the Emirates and the Hittites, 
and the parasites, and the Canadianites, and the Hibites, and the Jebusites. And I will cut them 
off So which isn't as a tea, or is it? I and then when they come into the land and they're 
receiving the blessing verse 25 so you shall serve Yahweh.


Your God and he will bless your bread and water. This is Yahwe talking. So you shall serve You 
all weigh your God and He will bless your bread and your water. And I will take sickness away 
from the midst of you. So, which is it Is it here or is it?


I of course the answer is yes. One of the things, the Lord says about Moses, is that Moses 
office and function as a prophet is very different than any of the other prophets. The other 
prophets, the Lord spoke to them and dreams and visions. But Moses the Lord spoke to him.


He says, face to face or more literally mouth to mouth. When someone we see Jesus on the 
Mount of Transfiguration and there's Moses and there's Elijah, We're seeing something that not 
then not here in his incarnation. He descends as Psalm 139 describes, the womb, as the lower 
parts of the earth where we are knit together.


He descends into the lower parts of the earth in the womb of the Virgin, Mary. But he does 
make pre-incarnation appearances. The general term for preincarnation or for any 
manifestation of God is a C-ophony and yet even in one of the great Theophanes earlier in this 
book in chapter 3 verse 2 and the angel of Yahweh appeared to him and a flame of fire from the 
midst of a bush.


So he looked and behold the bush was burning with firearm, but the bush was not consumed. 
That Moses said, I will now turn aside and see this great site by the bush does not burn. So, 
when yahweh saw that, he turned aside to look God, called him from the midst of the bush.




Well, just it is that the angel of Yahweh or is it God Yahweh? The answer, of course, is yes. In 
fact, in the vast majority of the theophenies of the Old Testament, we can be pretty certain that 
they are Christophanes that it's the second person, especially who is God's expression of 
himself to us.


Especially since we're going to get to Exodus 24 next week. And we're going to read about. 
They They saw God and they ate and they drank and diverse 11. And then we get to John 
chapter 1 and it says, no one has seen God at any time. Say well doesn't it say and Exodus 24 
11 that they saw God?


Well, they saw the display that God makes of himself. God, of course, himself is invisible and 
he makes displays of himself. But he doesn't become visible until he adds humanity to himself 
in Jesus Christ. Until the second person of the Trinity becomes a man and of him. The scripture 
says he is the image of the invisible.


God. Glorious thing about Jesus but it's God Himself. Who will lead them? Incidentally, who 
has been leading them already? Whether the the pillar of cloud and fire had the appearance of 
an angel or whether the Christophany, the this pre-incarnation manifestation of the sun or 
display of the son appears in the cloud or the fire, They are familiar.


They understand about whom God is talking. He is the one with whom Moses converses. And 
we remember again, the Transfiguration Jesus, literally led the people through the wilderness 
Again. Not incarnate but God himself led. The people on that puts it into perspective, doesn't 
it? They're unbelief and repellion, whether directly speaking against God or usually, you know, 
they would speak against Moses.


But Moses the servant of God speak for them. And we think how good they do that. What does 
that? Not what we do with ourselves whenever we come before the Lord. And we're 
remembering our unbelief and our sin and our delighting and so many other things more than 
we delight in him or sometimes apart from our delight in him and say how could we do that?


We who have been brought to faith in Jesus Christ who know that. God, the Son Himself, Not 
only gave himself for us on the cross, but has given himself to us by faith that we would know 
him and be joined to him and have a shared life with him.


And has made his spirit to dwell in us. And by his spirit even as we have just prayed the Father 
and the Son come and make their home with us. So that we know our life to be one walking 
with our Abba like a child in his great kingly, heavenly Kingly.


Daddy is his hand in his heavenly kingly, daddy's hands. And we know Jesus to be our Savior 
or elder brother. The one to whom our lives, are now attached and in whose own rightful. 
Sonship, we have received our adoption as God's children, and the spirit gives us the 
fellowship of God by whom we know.


Not just the fellowship that we have with the Spirit. But the childlike fellowship with the Father 
and the brother Redeemer like fellowship that Christ makes us to know him to have with us 
and us to have with him. So it's a marvelous thing that he describes here but it's nothing 
compared to what the Christian has in this life.


And yet, what we have in this life is yes. Bad news for our enemies. It was very bad news for 
Paul, wasn't it until the good news of the gospel was for Paul because when Paul was on his 
way to Damascus, to see if he could have some Christians dragged off and killed and the Lord 
Jesus strikes him down with the bright light and addresses him.




What does he say? He says Saul Saul. Why are you persecuting me? And so the Lord's identity 
with His people and leading his people? He takes very personally and this is going to be bad 
news for the Canaanites, I will be an enemy to your enemies. He says in verse 22 and 
adversary to your adversaries.


My angel will go before you and bring you in and he names them all and I will cut them off, but 
it's worse news. Isn't it for fake or unfaithful Israelites? For those who are among God's people 
but they don't know Christ by faith, They're just faking it. That's superficial.


Maybe it's a set of ideas that they've learned to agree with is probably intellectually. Correct. 
But it's not the reality of their lives. And so there's no love for him and there's no desire to obey 
him or serve him. Maybe the there's some idea that doing what he says can make you feel 
better about yourself spiritually, which is definitely not the gospel or make you look better to 
others which is also definitely not the gospel.


You see, the scripture says, judgment begins with the household of God. And so he says, 
beware of him and obey his voice and do not provoke Him for. He will not pardon your 
transgressions for my name is in him. And of course, that demonstrates again that the angel is 
God for, who can forgive sins, but God alone and his name is in him.


But it's a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Living. God, There's a fearful thing to draw 
near to the living. God says why we must come only through Christ and His blood and we 
rejoice at that in the middle of Hebrews chapter 12, because by the end of Hebrews chapter, 
12 were saying what let us have grace so that we can worship God acceptably with reverence 
and awe for our God, is a consuming fire, which is to say, Jesus is still the same God.


Now, as he was on Sinai and as God warned, the people that he would be as he led them 
through the wilderness. Indeed we're going to see next week. Nadab and Abayu, particularly 
highlighted and they're famous, aren't they for not surviving their first full day as ordained 
priests. And what did God say?


He said by those who draw near to me I will be reverenced. I will be treated as holy. So God 
Himself will lead them. This is wonderful for us because we know God, the Son who has given 
us his spirit and with whom we walk in this life to be the one who is atoned for our sin.


And so we walk by faith in him knowing already that there's no condemnation Having quick 
and immediate recourse for full forgiveness. You children love to pick Psalm 32 A and B in the 
afternoon singing. Probably because you like to shout. I don't know But as you grow in your 
understanding of what it says about God's full atonement for our sin, it will be the doctrine of 
the first few verses that makes you eager to shout.


By the time we get to the end of the Psalm.


And so I I hope you take seriously if you're a believer in Jesus Christ, your profess Christ is 
your Savior as the one who leads you. He say probably familiar with the old time, he walks with 
me, and he talks with me, and he tells me I am his own.


Well, But the Lord says here to Israel and what the scriptures tell us, everywhere is does the 
way you walk and the way you treat your sin. Tell him that you are his own.


God himself will lead them and God himself will bless them verse 25. So you shall serve 
Yahweh. Your God and He will bless your bread and your water. And it'll take sickness away 
from the midst of you. No one shall suffer miscarriage or be barren in your land. I will fulfill the 



number of your days friend of ours and seminary was trying to make the budget work for their 
family.


And he knew that we were fairly frugal and so he asked me, you know how much we spend a 
month on food and was just at the tail end of this? We were able to start spending more not 
too long after but I said $25 a month and he said, how do you buy fruits and vegetables and 
meat?


And I said, well by not buying fruits or vegetables, or meat, we just get a big bag of dry rice and 
a big bag of dry beans and have rice and beans every day and every once in a while there's 
yeah. Clearance bottle of cayenne pepper sauce for 20 cents somewhere and that means you 
can have sauce on your rice and beans.


It's very simple fair but was also the first year of our marriage. We loved it. Those are the good 
old days Now. It's very simple fair. Isn't it in verse 25, bread and water. I mean, hadn't the 
promised land been promised with milk and honey, and figs, and olives.


And, you know, all of that wonderful food that your doctor tries to get you to eat now and calls 
up the Mediterranean diet and lamb and fish. And all of those good things. Well, yes. But even 
if all you had was bread and water. If you had it as one of God's people, he was blessing that 
bread and he was blessing that water.


Don't you see children? If, If the Israelites didn't have a right to turn their nose up at bread and 
water, you don't have a right to turn your nose up at anything. Your mom puts in front of you 
because your mom and your dad trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and they lead you to know that 
it is the Lord who has given you that food and who blesses it to you?


Didn't? They start teaching you most of you, maybe. Probably all of you. You know, when you 
were nine months old and could barely sit up and put your hands together and pray for our 
food. I ask the Lord to bless it because that's the Blessedness of it. You see?


God himself will bless him. He's the one who blesses, the bread and the water. He's the one 
who heals them. When they get sick, I will take sickness away from the midst of you. So, you 
don't just say, well, I got better or the medicine worked, You say, God took my sickness away.


My god. Who loved me and bought me with his blood and saved me. He took my sickness 
away, He was with me in it, But he took it away. No one shall suffer miscarriage or bearing in 
your land. I will fulfill the number of your days, very ordinary details of life and so God himself 
blesses them not just in the great things, like verse 20 going before them to keep you in the 
way and to bring you into the place, which I have prepared.


And so fellowship with the king of kings on the journey into the land. But once you get into the 
land and you're not on the big journey anymore. Yeah. Bread and water and you get healed 
from a sickness and you pray for the baby inside mom's tummy for. Well, probably seven or 
eight months, You don't really find out in time to pray for nine and then you thank God when 
baby comes.


He saved mommy's life and he saved baby's life. You pray for the old people, your grandma 
and your grandpa, the old elderly man and woman. Next door knowing that the Lord is the one 
who's making them fill out the number of their years, God Himself will bless them. It makes the 
blessing personal not just transactional And finally got himself will establish them.




He gives them commands that they have to follow like you shall utterly overthrow them and 
completely break down their sacred pillars. In verse 24 and verse 31. You shall drive them out. 
Before you verse 32, you shall make no covenant with them and so forth but it's really God.


Who is the one who's doing? It isn't it? He says I will send my fear before you I will cause 
confusion among all the people to whom you come and will make all your enemies turn their 
backs to you and I will send Hornets before you see, God doesn't just go before them so that 
it's easy for them.


Sometimes they show up to a town in the town's empty, There's empty because the Hibites 
who lived there were just driven away, but I swarm of Hornets. But God says he's going to do 
so in such a way verse 29, that it doesn't get overrun with beasts. And so we read through, We 
read through Joshua and we see sometimes don't we that great hailstones fell from from 
heaven while you're during the the battle and more will kill by the hailstones and were killed 
Betty Israelites or they chase them through the woods and the woods killed more people than 
the Israelites.


Did You see? God doesn't even need His people. He gives us the privilege, The participating in 
a victory. That is His, how sad that just a few weeks or months after this five out of every six 
spies sent into Canaan, would say the amorites are too big. Two big for whom too big for an 
Israelite.


Are they too big for the angel of Yahweh who is Yahweh himself?


And yet, it's probably more than 5 out of six Christians who think that the remaining sin is too 
big. We don't turn the page or get to the end of Romans 7. It just says it seems like there's a 
law in my members. That's against me a law of sin and death.


And two big for whom for you but it's not just you isn't, aren't you crucified with Christ, isn't it? 
No longer you who live but he who lives in, you Isn't the life that you now live lived by faith in 
the Son of God, who loves you and gave himself for you.


Yes, working at your own salvation with fear and trembling is too big for you but isn't it? He 
who works in you that the willing to work for his according to his own good. Pleasure. Is it too 
big for him? God himself will establish and he's able to do it without them.


He does it in perfect wisdom. The, the, the wisdom and gentleness of the pace in verse one, I 
will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the land, become desolate and the 
beast of the field. Become too numerous for you Hasn't it? Been many of your experiences 
who have walked with the Lord for a time that he allows you to learn a little bit by little and to 
see a little bit of your sin here and a little bit of your sin there, that it hasn't been all at.


Once that you've seen all of your remaining sin, He didn't allow you to be crushed like that. I 
was crushing enough, the parts that he showed us.


But he himself leads us and blesses us. And he himself is the one who establishes us to brings 
to completion the work that he has begun in us. And so the very principles by which you live 
are the principles by which he commands the nation of Israel to go through the wilderness to 
the land and take possession of it.


See, God has not changed when you get to Philippians, or when you get to Romans, He's still 
the same, as he is an Exodus. When you may rejoice to know that as amazing as what might 
be a new understanding for you, I didn't hear this passage. Talk growing up in church as 
amazing as what God did for Israel here.




What he has done for you to walk by faith in Jesus Christ and dwelt by His Spirit is even more 
amazing, man. Let's pray.


Thank you, Lord. Thank you that by the time you are done with that work that you have begun 
not just in each of us individually. But in your church corporately, in the multitude whom you 
have loved and chosen and redeemed. Aturned foreign, by the time you are done with your 
work, the announcement will be that the dwelling place of God is with, man, when we thank 
you, that the word became flesh and tabernacle among us and we pray that you would make 
us to know by faith that we walk with you that we walk with Christ that we are indwelt by your 
spirit and that we would rejoice in this privilege and take, seriously this responsibility help us to 
do so independence upon you.


Since you are the one who establishes us make us to receive every ordinary blessing in life as 
personally, given to us. Applied to us. Moment by moment, day by day, we ask that you your 
spirit would apply to us all that we have seen and heard in this portion of your word.


For, we ask it in Jesus name. Amen.


