SOTERIOLOGY (11)

Actually, there are two main motivational directsomne may take in considering God’s
provision of salvation—the legal motivation and gegsonal motivation. This specific question
has more to do with God’s personal reasons forignoy salvation.

According to the Scriptures, there are some vergrgbersonal reasons why God provided
salvation:

Reason #1 God provided salvation because of His love .

Dr. Chafer said this: “The greatest of all motiveésch actuates God in the exercise of His
saving grace is the satisfying of His own infinbge for those ruined by sin” (Vol. 3, p. 7).

How is it possible for God to demonstrate love ®rmer, when sin cannot have any relationship
with God except be the object of His hate and v@@allihe answer is the provisionary work of
Jesus Christ on Calvary, the provision of salvatiblere is the ultimate fulfillment of divine

love in that it makes salvation possible for depdaginners.

There are several passages that teach us that [Bed’sotivated Him to provide a salvation
possibility:

1) John 3:16 - “For God so loved the world, thatgaee His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believes in Him shoulat perish, but have eternal life.”

2) Romans 5:8 - “But God demonstrates His own toveard us in that while we were yet
sinners, Christdifer us.”

3) Ephesians 2:4-5 - “But God, being rich in metoycause of His great love with which He
loved us, Bwehen we were dead in our transgressions, maebves
together wihrist (by grace you have been saved).”

4) 1John 3:1 - “See how great a love the Fathsridestowed upon us, that we should be called
children of God; andtk we are.”

5) 1John 4:9 - “By this the love of God was masiéa in us, that God has sent His only
begotten Son intowWwld so that we might live through Him.”

God's love was clearly a primary motive for prowvidisalvation. This point is very clear and
there is no difficulty seeing it from these vers@#$e theological difficulty comes when one tries
to determine why God loved such an unlovely andodhgpeople to such a degree that He was
willing to provide a salvation that would cost Hihe sacrifice of His only begotten Son.

Since God is the only Sovereign God, He can do eweaitHe wants. The difficulty is why did
His love make such a salvation possible when itatedad the ultimate sacrifice of the life of
His only Son? Couldn’t an expression of love bemiess?
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We may make two observations:

(Observation #1) -The central reason for this demonstration of Ievedt determined by the
beauty oé thbject loved.

In other words, God was not moved to love at el because the world is so lovable and
beautiful in His estimation. In fact, this poistoftentimes stressed by God with His own
people.

1) Deut. 7:7-8 - This was certainly true concernigrgel (Jude 20, 21).
2) Rom. 5:6-8 - This was certainly true concerrimgse who are lost.
3) Eph. 2:1-4 - This was certainly true concerrtimgse who are saved.

God’s Word covers all the bases. It was not theljocondition of the object loved that moved
God to love it.

(Observation #2) -The central reason for this demonstration of I@vhe infinite, perfect
nature ofide love.

As we have seen in our study of Theology Proped Sanlimited and perfect. A love that
stems from the heart of God must fit the unlimipedfections of God. In order for love to be
unlimited and perfect, it must, by very definitioeach out in an ultimate form to those who are
totally unlovely and who have done nothing or a@apable of doing anything to merit the love.
The ultimate expression of divine love is the daiof Jesus Christ on the cross (I Peter
1:18-19). Itis in this perfect sacrifice that Gotbve finds its ultimate expression.

The love of God is a key biblical reason for thevision of salvation. It is, however, important
to realize that love is at its highest level whiea $acrifice is made in behalf of those who are of
no value or beauty. Those who think God provididation because they were so valuable
make a major miscalculation concerning God’s lovae love of God, being infinite and

perfect, demands the sacrifice be for those who'tavaluable. The Apostle Paul clearly made
this point when he wrote: “But God demonstratesdws love toward us, in that while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8).

There is no doubt that God provided salvation beead His love for us when we were totally
and completely unlovely and sinful.

Reason #2 God provided salvation because of His _grace .
Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer said, “...salvation is a deviundertaking on the basis of pure grace in

which no human works or merit may enter. The faat man’s salvation is by divine grace to
the end that the grace of God may have an adeqatdestation” (Vol. 3, pp. 7-8).
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There are many passages that teach that God pdosédeation because of His grace:

1) John 1:17 - “For the Law was given through Moggace and truth were realized through
Jesus Christ.”

2) Romans 3:24 - “Being justified as a gift by lgisce through the redemption which is in
Christ Jesus.”

3) Romans 5:20 - “And the Law came in that theggaassion might increase; but where sin
increased, grabeunded all the more.”

Perhaps the most powerful text in all the New Trestat that emphatically stresses this point is
Ephesians 2:5-9. The whole system of salvationth@dandividual saving of a soul is a powerful
demonstration of the pure grace of God. In famtpeding to Ephesians 2:7, one purpose for
salvation is that even in the ages to come, thietlfiat people are saved will demonstrate God’s
grace forever.

What this practically means is in eternity, wher tmmman being sees another human being
enjoying the rich blessings of everlasting lifegleavill remind the other of the grace of God
which allows any human being into the presenceaf &eternity. Every saved human being
becomes, as Charles Ryrie states, “...a specialyrop&od’s grace foreverBasic Theology,

p. 277).

The word “grace” has its focus on the concept tihtgrace and kindness of God is that which
provided salvation for sinful human beings. Thedavomercy” has its special focus on the
pitiable and miserable condition of sinful man aimel compassion God demonstrated when He
provided salvation. Both terms are closely relabed there is a shade of difference. Grace
emphasizes God’s kindness in providing salvatidmeneas mercy emphasizes God’s kindness
in providing salvation for creatures so pitiable.

The words of Dr. Chafer are worth noting here:

“There is an objective in God’s exercise of Hisisgwgrace which is far more a reality to God
than either good works or man’s own benefit. this fact that man’s salvation is by divine
grace to the end that the grace of God may hawelaquate manifestation. ...There was that in
God which no angel had ever seen. They had olgétgewisdom and power displayed in the
creation and upholding of all things. They haddddiis glory, but they had not seen His grace.
There could be no manifestation of divine gracel timtre were sinful creatures who were
objects of grace. The importance, in heavenlymsabf the unveiling of infinite grace could not
be estimated in this world. There was no competebition of divine love until God gave His
Son to die for lost men. The momentousness ofddiadonstration is also beyond human under-
standing. In like manner, there could be no cotepdehibition of divine grace until sinners
were saved through the death of God’s Son, anthdesure of that grace is also beyond finite
understanding.
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The thought transcends all comprehension, that emerfrom this fallen sinful race will be so
changed by divine power that he will be satisfyiogsod as an exhibition of His infinite grace,
and, though the vast spaces of heaven be thronigledweh, the demonstration is not enhanced
by multiplied representations, for each individudl be the expression of God’s superlative
grace” (Vol. 3, p. 8).

God’s grace is another reason why God providechsialv.
Reason #3 God provided salvation because of His _mercy .

As we have already discussed, God’s mercy is glasthted to God’s grace. Mercy seems to
emphasize the helpless and hopeless state thabjiets of God’s grace are in.

One key passage that emphasizes the mercy motipedaiding salvation is Titus 3:5. Itis
specifically stated in this verse that God’s mofweproviding salvation had nothing to do with
our righteous lives or deeds, but rather had cotalyi¢o do with the mercy of God.

True biblical doctrine recognizes that salvatiors\yweovided solely on the basis of God’s
character, not our character. True biblical doetalso recognizes the worthless, helpless and
sinful state of the objects of divine mercy andcgra

Salvation demonstrates God'’s infinite pity to slnfaople who are all in a miserable condition
according to God’s estimation. Salvation makettement about the mercy of God.

Those who place the value of their salvation omigedves are missing the whole point of their
salvation. Biblical salvation is designed to makeverful statements about God, not about the
one saved. It seems to me that either througle midgnorance or a combination of both, the
vast majority of people claiming to be saved haially missed this important doctrinal point.

Reason #4 God provided salvation because of His _wisdom .

The Apostle Paul really captured this point whdteravriting down the whole doctrine of the
Gospel which saves, he burst into these words: tdepth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are Higmehts and unfathomable His ways!”
(Romans 11:33).

One passage that clearly focuses on the matted\dtson being distinctly related to the wisdom
of God is | Cor. 1:18-25. For God to design a pdésalvation for sinners which does not
violate any of His perfections is an amazing plaoted in the depths of the infinite wisdom of
God.

When all is carefully contemplated by those spaiitthere will be the realization that there is no
greater demonstration of the infinite wisdom of Gledn God’s program of salvation.
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When we consider that salvation is a plan thauitkes identifying sin and dealing with sin so
that God’s holiness is not violated, and when wesater that God redeems man so His love,
grace, mercy and wisdom is fully demonstrated, westimwith Paul, burst out—"Oh the depth of
the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God.

Reason #5 God provided salvation because of His _character
It is very clear that one of the motives behindiatbn is the character and reputation of God.
To simply state the point, people who have beerdaave been saved to demonstrate God’s

character to this world.

Salvation is not by works, but one who is savedieen saved unto good works and is to
manifest a lifestyle that reflects the characteGofl to this world.

There are several passages that make this poart cle

1) Ephesians 2:10 - When we are saved we are tHewaoship of God and we are to
demonstrate this by our walk and by our life.

2) Titus 3:8 - It is very clear that our godly btgle, after we have believed, is profitable for
others. When godly character is demonstrate@nitasnd does make a profound impact on other
people. Itis important to recognize that Pawkeching Titus that when each age group lives
out its faith, it actually demonstrates the grac&od to men and they literally see God’s
character and salvation (Titus 2:10-11; 3:1-9).

Our godly lives and good works become exhibit “A'God’s saving grace. It is imperative that
we recognize that we have been saved to demon&oats character to others. There is much
on the line in the salvation of a soul.

This point, in my estimation, is very critical aoften overlooked, even by those who have
walked with the Lord for many years. There are ynaho postulate the idea that the main point
of salvation is that the person is saved and ngdogoing to hell. Certainly, we would agree
that this is a very significant reason for comiaddith in Jesus Christ. However, it needs to be
stressed to one who comes to faith in Christ, @@t is the One who saves a person unto good
works. Salvation is not just to get a person ffmint “A” earth to point “B” heaven. God has
saved a person so he might become a reflectiorodfs&haracter on earth.

It is absolutely clear from the N.T. that God waatseliever to grow and mature so that he
blossoms into a complete, well-developed portriihe grace of God. Never was any N.T.
biblical writer content with just the knowledge tline was saved from hell. In fact, time and
time again they teach and stress it is imperabvdélievers to grow and for the church to
become mature:
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A. 1Cor. 3:1-3 - Paul is obviously rebuking ther®@thian church because it is not mature.

B. Eph. 4:11-16 - Paul is teaching the Ephesiamaththat they are to develop into a mature,
strong body that ictlmally stable.

C. Phil. 3:13-14 - Paul himself saw a need in ks tife to continue to grow, mature and
develop.

D. Col. 1:9-14 - Paul wanted the Colossians togeep knowledge so they could demonstrate
a worthy, mature, straegtimony.

E. Heb. 6:1 - The writer of Hebrews wanted moratharface faith.

One of the reasons why every believer is to grovraature is so he may reflect the character of
God (Col. 3:10).

Reason #6 God provided salvation because of man’s _destiny

All men have wandered away from the righteous stedwlof God (Is. 53:6; | Pet. 2:25). All
have fallen short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23herefore, all men deserve the wrath of God
and, in fact, are heading for the wrath of God (Rart8; Eph. 2:3).

What all of this means is that unless God provetese system of salvation, all men are on their
way to eternal damnation. All men, apart from s@alwation system of God, are heading to
hell. All men can and will go to hell on their owmerit for all have sinned.

When one realizes this issue, one immediately theesignificance of coming to faith in Jesus
Christ. Jesus Christ is God’s only way of salvatidohn 14:6). He is the only way to being
saved; there is no other person or name of a pgisen in all eternity that will save anyone
(Acts 4:10-12). Although this issue will be dissad in great detail in future studies, it is very
clear here that a person’s entire eternal destasynothing to do with what he or she has or has
not done; it has completely to do with one’s relaship with Jesus Christ (John 3:36).

Man'’s destiny is directly and eternally linked &sds Christ because this is God’s only provision
of salvation.

QUESTION #8 —Who are the lost?
Although this may seem to be a very basic questiosiimperative that this matter be clearly

answered, for until one is personally willing tosarer this question individually, he cannot be
saved.



