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1 Corinthians 7:17-24  17  But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every 
one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches.  18  Is any man called being circumcised? let him not 
become uncircumcised. Is any called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised.  19  Circumcision is 
nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God.  20  Let every man 
abide in the same calling wherein he was called.  21  Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if 
thou mayest be made free, use it rather.  22  For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's 
freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ's servant.  23  Ye are bought with a price; be 
not ye the servants of men.  24  Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God. 
 
Paul continues to answer the questions sent to him from the congregation of God at Corinth.  
 

1 Corinthians 7:1a  Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me:  
 
17a  But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so 
let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches.   
 
What has God “distributed to every man”? Eternal gifts and calling. (We need to remember the 
context of the verse: the congregation of God at Corinth are the recipients. “Every man” is 
inclusive only of those who are in the congregation(s) and the underlying assumption is that 
“every man” who reads the letter is a regenerate child of God.) 
 

Romans 11:29  For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 

 
Gill: “the special and spiritual gifts of God's free grace, which relate to the spiritual and eternal 
welfare of the souls of men, even that, grace which was given to God's elect in Christ before the world was, 
and all those spiritual blessings wherewith they were then blessed in him” and “an internal effectual 
call, by special, powerful, and efficacious grace; and designs either actual calling, to which are 
inseparably annexed final perseverance in grace, and eternal glorification; or rather the purpose of God 
from eternity, to call his people in time, and which is never repented of, or changed.” 
 
What else has God “distributed to every man”? Temporal gifts and calling. Eternal gifts and 
calling necessarily precede temporal gifts and calling. We must be adopted in Jesus Christ into 
God’s household to receive our individual and temporal gifts and calling through the Holy 
Ghost. 
 

Ephesians 4:7-8  But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure 
of the gift of Christ.  8  Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity 
captive, and gave gifts unto men. 

 
17b  But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him 
walk. And so ordain I in all churches.   
 
Walk (Greek peripateō) means “to tread all around, that is, walk at large (especially as proof of 
ability); figuratively to live, deport oneself, follow (as a companion or votary): - go, be occupied 
with, walk (about).” Walking, with God’s gifts and in God’s calling, is a lifestyle, a behavior, a 
pursuit, and an occupation. It is how we are to conduct ourselves in all areas of our lives. 
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“So let him walk” is not a suggestion. It is a command. So much so that Paul says: 
 
17c  But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him 
walk. And so ordain I in all churches.   
 
Since Paul ordains this in all churches, it directly applies to us here in our congregation, so what 
does it look like for us to walk in the gifts and calling of God? 
 

Romans 12:1-8  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  2  
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  3  For I say, through 
the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to 
every man the measure of faith.  4  For as we have many members in one body, and all 
members have not the same office:  5  So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every 
one members one of another.   
 
1 Corinthians 12:4-7  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  5  And 
there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.  6  And there are diversities 
of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.  7  But the manifestation 
of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 
 

Our walk then is to be one of sanctified service and sacrifice that demonstrates transformation 
from following our will to following God’s will. Our walk, while using our gifts in our calling, is 
to be walked in humility before God and man with the purpose of building and profiting the 
congregation of God, the church of Jesus Christ. 

 
What specifically had spurred on this command from Paul? First, the questions that had been 
answered verses 1-16 regarding the necessity of remaining unmarried or married. Second, a 
question answered in verses 18-19 about the necessity of circumcision. 
 
18  Is any man called being circumcised? let him not become uncircumcised. Is any 
called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised.  19  Circumcision is nothing, 
and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God. 
 
Sidenote: “nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God” is not intended to discount 
the commandments of God, but in the eternal sense, there is nothing in the keeping of the law 
(such as circumcision) that would or will save a sinner from death. It is only electing grace and 
atoning mercy that can save a sinner. The keeping of God’s commandments is a result of 
salvation, not the cause of salvation. 
 

Hebrews 13:5-6  Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with 
such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  6  So that we 
may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. 

 
No matter whether we are an old or a new Christian, God’s expectation is that we are content 
with the gifts and the calling that we find ourselves in at that moment. First, content with our 
spiritual gifts and calling and second, content with our temporal gifts and calling. God provides 
us what is necessary for that moment at that moment. To be covetous is to be discontent with 
God’s sovereign will for our life. 
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20  Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called. 
 
The current temporal calling (that is the current circumstance (vocation, station, position, etc.)) 
of the newly-regenerated and newly-converted child of God is not to suddenly change or be 
abandoned (unless it was unlawful) when life in Jesus Christ begins. How would the gospel be 
preached by the lives of God’s children if every one of them disrupted their temporal calling 
upon receiving their eternal calling? God’s intent for us is to sacrifice and serve where we are at 
this time. Consider John the Baptist’s response to the publicans and the soldiers when they 
came to him for baptism:  
 

Luke 3:12-14  Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, Master, 
what shall we do?  13  And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is 
appointed you.  14  And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall 
we do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be 
content with your wages. 

 
While we are to remain in our vocation, the manner in which we conduct ourselves while 
working in our vocation should change according to the sanctifying work of the Holy Ghost 
within us. This is the transformative renewing of our mind that proves the will of God in our 
lives. 
 
Gill: “The chief view of the apostle is to teach contentment in every condition, and station of life, and that 
persons should not be uneasy and restless in it, and seek for an alteration when there is no just occasion; 
and particularly he seems to have reference, either to the different state of married and unmarried 
persons, he had before been speaking of; or to the differrent circumstances of Jew and Gentile, as 
circumcised or uncircumcised, as in the foregoing verse; or to the different condition of bond and free, 
servant and master, in the following verse; and persuades them to remain easy and satisfied, for that the 
Christian religion does not necessarily require a change in a man's civil circumstances of life.” 
 
Contentment with gifts and calling applies to the unmarried and married, the Jew (circumcised) 
and the Gentile (uncircumcised) and to the slave and the free. 
 
21  Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, 
use it rather.  22  For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's 
freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ's servant.  23  Ye are 
bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men. 
 
The temporal gifts and calling are affected by the spiritual gifts and calling. Our perspective 
regarding our status in life must be shifted from being centered upon man to being centered 
upon God. All of life becomes Jesus Christ’s. We are freed in Jesus Christ to be his servants, by 
his Holy Ghost, for God’s glory. 
 
24  Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God. 
 
This is, as hinted in the previous verses regarding slave and free, the overarching principle of 
our Christian life and the context wherein we operate with our individual and temporal gifts and 
callings: we are to abide in God. We are to stay with him and dwell with him no matter what our 
circumstances may be in this life. This is for our sanctification and for God’s glory. 
 

John 12:46  I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not 
abide in darkness. 
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Believers should abide in the light. For “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all” (1 John 
1:5). That light should illuminate both the good and the evil in their gifts and calling and cleanse 
the evil through sanctification, leaving the good for God’s glory. 
 

John 15:1-8  I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.  2  Every branch in me that 
beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may 
bring forth more fruit.  3  Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.  4  
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me.  5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in 
me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do 
nothing.  6  If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men 
gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.  7  If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.  8  
Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 

 
Believers should abide in the vine. For we “cannot bear fruit of” ourselves. Branches that are not 
attached to the vine wither and die, so we, if we do not stay with and dwell with Jesus Christ 
when using our gifts in our calling, will not produce anything of value for God’s kingdom and 
glory. 
 

1 John 2:28  And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may 
have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming. 

 
Believers should abide in Jesus Christ in preparation for his second coming. For we must “have 
confidence” that he has called us and gifted us eternally so that we may use our gifts and live in 
our calling temporally until that time comes that the temporal is no more and the eternal is what 
remains.  
 
Let us ask ourselves: 
 
Am I walking in contentment with God’s gifts and calling? 
 
Am I abiding in God as I walk? 
 
Am I walking in the light of God’s word? 
 
Am I bearing fruit? 
 
Am I prepared for Jesus to come? 


