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Conviction: Nehemiah 9:1 
 
Webster’s 1828: “The act of convincing, or compelling one to admit the truth of a charge; the act of 
convincing of sin or sinfulness; the sate of being convinced or convicted by conscience; the state of being 
sensible of guilt; as, the convictions of a sinner may be temporary, or lasting and efficacious. By 
conviction, a sinner is brought to repentance. Men often sin against the conviction of their own 
consciences.” 
 
1 Now in the twenty and fourth day of this month the children of Israel were 
assembled with fasting, and with sackclothes, and earth upon them.  
 
The people assembled again following the feast of tabernacles which they had celebrated from 
the 15th to the 22nd day of the seventh month. The people returned to mourning for their sin. 
 

Nehemiah 8:9b For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the law. 
 
Nehemiah 8:18 Also day by day, from the first day unto the last day, he read in the 
book of the law of God. And they kept the feast seven days; and on the eighth day was a 
solemn assembly, according unto the manner. 

 
Matthew Henry on Nehemiah 8:18 “They attended the reading and expounding of the word of 
God during all the days of the feast. They improved their leisure for this good work. Spare hours 
cannot be better spent than in studying the scriptures and conversing with them. At this 
feast of tabernacles God appointed the law to be read once in seven years. Whether this was that year of 
release in which that service was to be performed does not appear; however they spent all the days of the 
feast in that good work, and on the eighth day was a solemn assembly, as God had appointed, in which 
they finished the solemnity the twenty-second day of the month, yet did not separate, for the 
twenty-fourth day was appointed to be spent in fasting and prayer.” 
 

Joel 1:13-14 13 Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: howl, ye ministers of the altar: 
come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my God: for the meat offering and the drink 
offering is withholden from the house of your God. 14 Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn 
assembly, gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land into the house of the 
LORD your God, and cry unto the LORD, 

 
Exposure to (through reading, hearing, and seeing) the revealed and the living Word of God 
causes those whom the Holy Ghost has prepared to be convicted of their sin and to lament, 
howl, and cry to God.  
 

Hebrews 4:12-13 12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 Neither is there any 
creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of 
him with whom we have to do. 

 
The sin of the people, the elders, and the priests was ignorance of the law which resulted in the 
breaking of Israel’s (and Judah’s) covenant with God. Since only the Israelites had the revealed 
covenant with God in the law, only the Israelites (and not the foreigners among them) were 
responsible to God to keep it. They bore the responsibility for their sin alone. They could not 
blame it upon the pagan society around them nor the pagan civil government over them.  
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Separation: Nehemiah 9:2a 
 
Webster’s 1828: “The state of being separate; disunion; disconection. Divorce; disunion of married 
persons.” 
 
2a And the seed of Israel separated themselves from all strangers, and stood and 
confessed their sins, and the iniquities of their fathers. 
 

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with 
darkness? 15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with 
an infidel? 16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of 
the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 
And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

 
Revelation 18:4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 

 
This separation from pagan influence, including divorce of pagan wives and disinheriting the 
illegitimate children which had been produced from the relationship with them (see Ezra 10), 
was commanded by God for Israel (Judah) (see Exodus 34:12-16). These were wives and 
children who were not Jewish proselytes, but who continued in their idolatry amid the Israelites. 
To be “unequally yoked” is to give the ungodly opportunity to influence the godly. But the 
believer should take opportunity to influence the unbeliever if the relationship between them 
was preexisting before conversion.  
 

1 Corinthians 7:12-16 12 But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife 
that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away. 13 
And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to 
dwell with her, let her not leave him. 14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by 
the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children 
unclean; but now are they holy. 15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a 
sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace. 16 For what knowest 
thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O man, whether thou 
shalt save thy wife? 

 
Confession: Nehemiah 9:2b-3 
 
Webster’s 1828: “The acknowledgment of a crime, fault or something to one's disadvantage; open 
declaration of guilt, failure, debt, accusation, &c. Avowal; the act of acknowledging; profession.” 
 
2b And the seed of Israel separated themselves from all strangers, and stood and confessed 
their sins, and the iniquities of their fathers. 
 

1 John 1:8-10 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make 
him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 
While this confession was a public acknowledgment and declaration of their guilt, it was only 
public in the sense that it was professed within the congregation of Judah.  
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3 And they stood up in their place, and read in the book of the law of the LORD 
their God one fourth part of the day; and another fourth part they confessed, and 
worshipped the LORD their God. 
 
The reading “in the book of the law of the Lord their God” was a continuance from when Ezra 
opened and read before the entire congregation on the 1st day of the 7th month (see Nehemiah 
8:3), again before the leaders and ministers on the second day (see Nehemiah 8:13), and again 
to the remaining congregation throughout the week of the feast of tabernacles from the 15th 
through the 22nd day. For 3 hours at a time, they read, confessed, and likely repeated that cycle 
for a full 12 hours, from morning until evening.  
 
Prayer of confession: Nehemiah 9:4-31  
 
The prayer that makes up the bulk of this chapter is a prayer of confession. Nehemiah 
summarized the same confessions in his prayer recorded in the first chapter. 
 

Nehemiah 1:5-7 5 And said, I beseech thee, O LORD God of heaven, the great and terrible 
God, that keepeth covenant and mercy for them that love him and observe his commandments: 6 
Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy 
servant, which I pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, and 
confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I 
and my father's house have sinned. 7 We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and 
have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments, which thou 
commandedst thy servant Moses. 

 
The prayer confesses that the people know who God is, what God has promised, and what God 
does. The prayer confesses that the people know their sins and the sins of the previous 
generations. 
 
Nehemiah 9:4-31 (To be read as an introductory scripture reading at the opening of services) 

 
2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 

 
Prayer of supplication: Nehemiah 9:32-37 
 
Webster’s 1828: “Entreaty; humble and earnest prayer in worship. Petition; earnest request.” 
 
32 Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the terrible God, who 
keepest covenant and mercy, let not all the trouble seem little before thee, that 
hath come upon us, on our kings, on our princes, and on our priests, and on our 
prophets, and on our fathers, and on all thy people, since the time of the kings of 
Assyria unto this day. 
 
“The time of the kings of Assyria” would be the times of their captivity. Their petition of God is 
that he would judge the trouble that they had endured under God’s hand of discipline to be 
sufficient for their restoration individually and corporately in God’s eyes.  
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Hebrews 12:5-11 5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto 
children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art 
rebuked of him: 6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom 
he receiveth. 7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he 
whom the father chasteneth not? 8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, 
then are ye bastards, and not sons. 9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which 
corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto 
the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own 
pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 11 Now no 
chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth 
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 

 
33 Howbeit thou art just in all that is brought upon us; for thou hast done right, 
but we have done wickedly: 34 Neither have our kings, our princes, our priests, 
nor our fathers, kept thy law, nor hearkened unto thy commandments and thy 
testimonies, wherewith thou didst testify against them. 35 For they have not 
served thee in their kingdom, and in thy great goodness that thou gavest them, and 
in the large and fat land which thou gavest before them, neither turned they from 
their wicked works. 
 

Revelation 15:3 And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the 
Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy 
ways, thou King of saints. 

 
When faced with the holiness of God and convicted of sin, the regenerate child of God simply 
confesses, “thou art just” and “thou hast done right, but we have done wickedly”. His loving 
correction is just and right, no matter how difficult it may be to endure. The implied 
supplication in this prayer is for God to be merciful. 
 
36 Behold, we are servants this day, and for the land that thou gavest unto our 
fathers to eat the fruit thereof and the good thereof, behold, we are servants in it: 
37 And it yieldeth much increase unto the kings whom thou hast set over us 
because of our sins: also they have dominion over our bodies, and over our cattle, 
at their pleasure, and we are in great distress. 
 
Disobedience leads to slavery, not freedom, for God’s people, God’s congregations, and the 
nations wherein they dwell. Their properties and their persons are enslaved to pagan society and 
civil government. When this distress occurs, it occurs by God’s hand, it should cause them to 
repent from their sins and to work to restore their relationship with God. The implied 
supplication in this prayer is for God to free them from oppression. 
 
Prayer of repentance: Nehemiah 9:38 
 
38 And because of all this we make a sure covenant, and write it; and our princes, 
Levites, and priests, seal unto it. 
 
The people wrote and sealed their covenant with God to obey his commandments. It does no 
good for God’s people to confess and supplicate in prayer without committing to repent of their 
sin and do what God has commanded them to do.  
 

Acts 26:20b …that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for 
repentance. 


