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SCRIPTURE: Psalm 80:1-19 

SERMON: Lament!             8 October 2017 
 

 

INTRODUCTION (see Ps.73:2f; 13,14/15f) 
 

  I. WORDS & IDEAS 

A. ARTICULATED MOURNING (Ezk.2:10; dirge, elegy, requiem; see Hillbilly Elegy by J.D.Vance) 

B. LITURGICAL CHANTING OF AN ELEGY (e.g., Psalms of Lament) 

C. FOR A DEAD IDOL vs. TO THE LIVING GOD (pagan laments vs. Ps.80:1f) 

D. HISTORICAL or PROPHETIC (e.g., 2Sam.1:17f or Amos 5:16; 8:10) 

E. SUMMARY: REAL GRIEF WITH REAL HOPE (see 1Th.4:13f) 
 

 II. BIBLICAL EXAMPLES 

A. DAVID: SAUL & JONATHAN (2Sam.1:17-27) 

B. DAVID: ABNER (2Sam.3:31-34) 

C. JEREMIAH: JOSIAH (2Chr.35:25; see Jer.7:29; contrast Jer.22:18/34:5) 

D. PROPHETS: JERUSALEM (Jer.9:11,17f; see Lk.13:34; 23:27; see Jer.31:15&16-20 w/Mt.2:16-18&15,19f) 

E. JEREMIAH: LAMENTATIONS (1:1f & 5:19-22; see 3:21-32; see Job!) 

F. SUMMARY: DESPAIR WITH HOPE (see Rom.4:18) 
 

III. THE PSALMS OF LAMENT 

A. VERY SIGNIFICANT PORTION (60 (40%); with praises & prayers) 

B. INDIVIDUAL (38; i.e., 3, 4, 6, 7, 13, 17, 22, 25,27, 31, 35, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 51, 54, 55, 56, 57, 59, 61, 

64, 69, 70, 71, 77, 86, 88, 102, 109, 139, 140, 141, 142, 143) 

C. CORPORATE (22; i.e., 9, 10, 12, 14, 44, 53, 58, 60, 67, 74, 79, 80, 82, 83, 85, 89, 90, 94, 106, 108, 137, 144) 

D. COMPLAINT WITH COMMENDATIONS (see 22:1,2&3f,9f,19f; 21f) 
 

IV. BRIEF MEDITATION ON PSALM 80 (general outline common to Psalms of Lament) 

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS 

1. Director, Shoshannim, Eduth (title) 

2. Name (3,4,7,14,19) 

3. Petition (3,7,19; see 14,18; see Num.6:25) 

A. ADDRESS: PRAISE & PETITION (1-3) 

B. LAMENT (4-11) 

1. we (Judah): exposed (see 1,2; see 2Kngs.17) 

2. you (God): how long? why? (4f & 12f; see 13:1,2; 35:17; 62:3; 74:9,10; 79:5; 80:4; 89:46; 90:13; 94:3; 

Rev.6:10f; see Ps.22:1; 42:9; 43:2) 

3. they (enemies): mock, ravage (6,13) 

C. HOPE: PAST MERCIES (8-11; see Jer.16:14,15; Col.1:13f) 

D. PETITION 

1. for manifest favor restored (14a; see 3,7,19; Num.6:25) 

2. for active intervention renewed (14b,17 (Messiah); see 89:21; Lk.5:24) 

3. from motivation previously revealed (15; see 14b,8f) 

E. VOW OF PRAISE (18; see 66:13f; 116:14,18) 
 

 V. LAMENT! 
A. COMPLAIN & SIGH WITH GROANING, TEARS & WORDS! (Job!; see Ps39:12; 55:17; Ezk2:10; Rev.6:10f) 

B. LITURGICALLY CHANT THE GOD-GIVEN ELEGIES! (the Psalms of Lament; see III above, yet scan) 

C. LAMENT WITH DEEP SORROW & HIGH CONFIDENCE! (Ps80; 30:5,11; 34:6,7&18,19; 42:5,11; 43:5) 
 

 

 

Discussion question:  Brethren, what shall WE do? (see Acts 2:37f) 


