
 

 

October 6, 2019 

Acts 2:1-41 

The Holy Spirit and Mission  

 

Intro: It’s interesting to see how God works. It’s often vastly different from one person to the next. Sometimes 

he works slowly and progressively over a long period of time. Other times he does something at once. That’s 

true in the Bible as well as our lives.  

 

Even though what happens in Acts 2 was prophesied centuries before, what happens all occurs in a single day 

(1-41). This historical day probably ranks in the top 6 in salvation events: Exodus, Birth of Christ, Death, 

Resurrection, Ascension—Pentecost.  

 

PENTECOST (1-13) 

• First, the outpouring of the Spirit happens on the Day of Pentecost 

• Pentecost is the fiftieth day from Passover.  

• It was kept in the OT to celebrate the first fruits of the harvest (Feast of weeks or First-fruits). By the time of 

the apostles, it also reflected on the covenants of Noah and Moses and celebrated the giving of the Law to 

Moses.  

 

It was a day to think of God as the gift-giver. Whether for food, the covenant, or the law.  That’s a good 

starting point. How we view God from the beginning will shape everything. From the beginning we always see 

God as a gift-giver. Creation, Covenant, Promise, Law, Christ, the Spirit. 

 

•  This is the inauguration of the NT church, the NT church’s birthday—there are 3 signs and a sermon, and 

3000 salvations (v41).  

 

3 observable signs and their symbolism.  

1. The roar of rushing wind—the Heb & Greek word for Spirit (ruach & pneuma) are the same words for 

wind. We also think of God breathing into Adam the breath of life (Gen 2:7)—the wind of the Spirit 

symbolizes that the church is a new creation. 



 

 

2. Tongues of fire resting — fire is symbolic of God’s consuming holiness and purification (Heb 12:29). It also 

fulfills Luke 3:16-17.   

3. The miracle of spoken tongues— the disciples had the ability to speak languages they did not learn. These 

are known languages—so different than tongues (1 Cor 12-14).  

 

The people that heard their native language spoken (9-10) were Jews who were dispersed throughout the 

world…as far as modern day Egypt, Turkey, Iran, Iraq, & Rome—in other words, people from all over the 

known world. 

• Even though not specifically cited, this may be a reversal of what happened at Babel. Instead of disunity, 

there is unity centered on the praise of God’s name. Instead of chaos in language, there is clarity. God has 

created something new.  

• (v4) All were filled with the HS (assuming 120). This is unique in salvation history. 

• Though the Spirit is present in the OT/ Old Covenant, He was not a permanent abiding presence among all 

the covenant people. (Jn 7:39) 

 

—In the OT, the spirit came on certain people usually for specific tasks.  A clear example is 1 Sam 16—the 

Spirit leaves Saul and comes upon David to empower him as king.  

 

Yet there was actually a longing for all God’s people to be clothed with the Spirit. (Num 11:29 NIV) - “I wish 

that all the Lord’s people were prophets and that the Lord would put his Spirit on them!” 

 

Apply: In Acts 1, we saw that some things—like casting lots—is not repeatable for the church across ages. 

There is a mix here of what is to be repeatable for church life and what’s not. What is not repeatable is what 

happened this day. This is one unique day in salvation history when the Spirit is poured out. We don’t expect 

to pray and tornadic winds cut through our building, flames like fire descend, and we have the miracle of 

speaking languages we’ve not studied.  

 

But, the Holy Spirit’s influence in every believer’s life is a normal thing across the church age. Every believer has 

the Spirit—there is not a “second blessing” that needs to be sought out. And every believer is to live a Spirit-

filled and influenced life.  

**We have the power to be on Mission.  



 

 

How it looks:  

1. Having the fruit of the Spirit ripen in our lives (Gal 5:22)—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness…those go a 

really long way in witness.  

**Illus: someone may just ask—why are you joyful? Why do you love the unloveable? What an opportunity to 

say something great about Christ!! 

 

2. (Rom 5:5) “God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”  

 

I can think of no more effective way to be used by Christ than having the fruit of the Spirit ripening in our lives, 

and the love of God filling our hearts that reaches out to others. That’s the regular way Pentecost plays out 

today.  

 

PROPHETIC FULFILLMENT (14-21) 

• Peter sees this as a deliberate fulfillment of Joel 2:28-32. 

 

There are two themes that catch our focus  

1. Spirit given to all. No discrimination “all flesh, sons and daughters, young men and old men, male and 

female servants.” Unlike the OT, the Spirit would be given to all, not just kings, prophets or priests.  

2. The Signs. Prophecy and visions. They both are seen throughout Acts.  

3. Salvation for all who call on the Lord (v21). 

 

• What about the phrase “last days?” Last Days is the time when God brings repair to his fallen creation 

through Jesus Christ.  It’s a transition time from this age to the age to come (new creation). There is a sense 

that v17 talks about the beginning of the last days, then v20 at the end of the last days. 

 

We are living in incredible times. Do you ever sit back and think of all the modern conveniences we have? We 

can be pretty much anywhere in the world within 48 hours. Most of us have never had to hunt or fish for our 

food—and likely have never gone hungry. When we are sick, we call the doctor and get medicine that day. We 

have climate-controlled environments to help us sleep well at night.  

 



 

 

But none of that compares to the incredible times of these last days. Friends, we live in a time when the saving 

benefits of Christ are a reality. Anyone can call on his name for salvation.    

 

PREACHING THAT CUTS (22-41) 

• On a technical sense, the sermon started back in v14. Peter used the Joel text to explain the tongues 

speaking.  

• Here we get more to the heart of the sermon. We also have a pattern for what apostolic preaching looks like 

- how the church should model preaching, in a sense.  

 

What are the marks of preaching we should look for? 

 

1) Preaching that Exalts Jesus  

• First and foremost, preaching exalts Jesus (v22, 23).  

• This is in line with what Jesus said that Spirit-led peaching will do (Jn 16:14).  

 

*Peter uses the scripture to exalt Christ. In both of the following Psalms, King David speaks prophetically (v30). 

—From Ps 16. David wrote the Psalm, but he died and was buried, so the Psalm must point to someone 

beyond himself. In other words, King David could not have fulfilled v27—instead he foresaw the resurrection 

of Christ in this.  

—Then from Ps 110. Again, David’s rule only occupied national Israel for a few decades. The Lord Jesus’s 

throne is established in heaven….and has been ruling over his people 2000 years as their King.  

 

*Peter exalts Christ with his focus on the resurrection (31-32). The resurrection is the targeted focus of the 

apostle’s preaching.  

The early church did not need to prove the resurrection, they simply proclaimed it!  

 

2) Emphasizes divine sovereignty and human responsibility (v23) 

• The text says that Jesus was delivered “according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God” —even the 

most evil event in human history was planned and purposed by God.  

• Like Joseph, God works good out of evil (Gen 50:20).  



 

 

• The Bible overwhelmingly shows us that God is in control and has a definite plan for every choice, action, 

event that unfolds.  

• Yet, this does not excuse sin. In God’s decree, Adam would fall and humanity would go down with him. But 

Adam is still guilty—and so are we. God is not. He is light and in him there is no darkness.  

 

Good preaching brings out both. It does not emphasize God sovereignty so that everything is fatalistically 

determined and we are robots. We are not—we are free moral agents. We make moral decisions like Adam 

and Eve. But at the same time, we are not free in the sense that our freedom is outside of God’s control and 

all he is left to do is clean up our mess. He is all sovereign, and we are fully responsible.  

 

3) Preaching that Convicts  

• This is preaching that cuts the heart (v37).  

• Now this isn’t the nature of Peter’s word, but the Spirit’s work.  

(Jn 16:8) “8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment” 

 

Spirit-filled, Christ-centered preaching is like a surgeon’s knife. It cuts, but not to kill, but bring healing to some 

infected area of our life.  

We should not walk away from sermons feeling rotten about ourselves. Often God’s Word comforts and is a 

healing balm. But it often makes us say— ouch.  

 

4) Preaching that calls for faith and repentance 

• The final thing that marks apostolic preaching is the call.  

• Preaching does not leave you hanging or wondering. It’s a call to faith and repentance (v38)—Repent and be 

baptized.  

Baptism is the outward expression of the inward reality of a changed heart by the Spirit.  

—Repentance is a change of heart, and about-face.  

—Here, Peter challenged people to change their thinking about Jesus.  

 

Apply: That is always the starting point of repentance—what do I think about Jesus. It will also connect to 

“what do I do with sin” —try to fix it myself?  That’s not repentance. It begins with what we think about Jesus.  



 

 

What do you think about the Lord Jesus Christ? Is he your Savior & Lord? Is the cross and resurrection at the 

core of your hope?  

 

 

Conclusion: PROMISE KEPT (V39) 

• The promise is forgiveness of sins, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

• Notice it’s for “those who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself”. 

(Eph 2:13, 17) “13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 

Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace.” 

   “17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off…18 For through him we both have access in one  

   Spirit to the Father.” 

 

Some who are far off, literally form the Lord, you need to know God will be gracious. He holds out a gracious 

hand.  

“18  Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you,  

and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you.” 

 

Come to him, call upon his name, repent, believe, find forgiveness and the transforming power of the Spirit.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


