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I.	Jesus	Anticipates	Our	Unbelief	(v43	&	44)	
A.	Jesus	knows	our	condition	of	unbelief.	
	
Luke	4:24	And	he	said,	“Truly,	I	say	to	you,	no	
prophet	is	acceptable	in	his	hometown.	
Matthew	4:12–17	Now	when	he	heard	that	John	
had	been	arrested,	he	withdrew	into	Galilee.	13	
And	leaving	Nazareth	he	went	and	lived	in	
Capernaum	by	the	sea,	in	the	territory	of	
Zebulun	and	Naphtali,	14	so	that	what	was	
spoken	by	the	prophet	Isaiah	might	be	fulfilled:	
15	“The	land	of	Zebulun	and	the	land	of	Naphtali,	
the	way	of	the	sea,	beyond	the	Jordan,	Galilee	of	
the	Gentiles—	16	the	people	dwelling	in	
darkness	have	seen	a	great	light,	and	for	those	
dwelling	in	the	region	and	shadow	of	death,	on	
them	a	light	has	dawned.”	17	From	that	time	
Jesus	began	to	preach,	saying,	“Repent,	for	the	
kingdom	of	heaven	is	at	hand.”	
John	4:34	Jesus	said	to	them,	“My	food	is	to	do	
the	will	of	him	who	sent	me	and	to	accomplish	
his	work.	
Isaiah	53:1–3	Who	has	believed	what	he	has	
heard	from	us?	And	to	whom	has	the	arm	of	the	
Lord	been	revealed?	2	For	he	grew	up	before	
him	like	a	young	plant,	and	like	a	root	out	of	dry	
ground;	he	had	no	form	or	majesty	that	we	
should	look	at	him,	and	no	beauty	that	we	should	
desire	him.	3	He	was	despised	and	rejected	by	
men;	a	man	of	sorrows,	and	acquainted	with	
grief;	and	as	one	from	whom	men	hide	their	
faces	he	was	despised,	and	we	esteemed	him	not.	
Luke	22:31	&	32	“Simon,	Simon,	behold,	Satan	
demanded	to	have	you,	that	he	might	sift	you	like	
wheat,	32	but	I	have	prayed	for	you	that	your	
faith	may	not	fail.	And	when	you	have	turned	
again,	strengthen	your	brothers.”	
	
B.	Jesus	comes	to	us	by	plan.	

	
Jeremiah	29:11–13	For	I	know	the	plans	I	have	
for	you,	declares	the	Lord,	plans	for	welfare	and	
not	for	evil,	to	give	you	a	future	and	a	hope.	12	
Then	you	will	call	upon	me	and	come	and	pray	to	
me,	and	I	will	hear	you.	13	You	will	seek	me	and	
find	me,	when	you	seek	me	with	all	your	heart.	
Philippians	1:29	For	it	has	been	granted	to	you	
that	for	the	sake	of	Christ	you	should	not	only	
believe	in	him	but	also	suffer	for	his	sake,	
Revelation	3:20	Behold,	I	stand	at	the	door	and	
knock.	If	anyone	hears	my	voice	and	opens	the	
door,	I	will	come	in	to	him	and	eat	with	him,	and	
he	with	me.	
2	Corinthians	2:15	&	16	For	we	are	the	aroma	of	
Christ	to	God	among	those	who	are	being	saved	
and	among	those	who	are	perishing,	16	to	one	a	
fragrance	from	death	to	death,	to	the	other	a	
fragrance	from	life	to	life.	Who	is	sufficient	for	
these	things?	
Romans	1:20	For	his	invisible	attributes,	namely,	
his	eternal	power	and	divine	nature,	have	been	
clearly	perceived,	ever	since	the	creation	of	the	
world,	in	the	things	that	have	been	made.	So	they	
are	without	excuse.	
	
C.	Jesus	is	not	impressed	with	"thrill-a-faith".	
	
John	2:23–25	Now	when	he	was	in	Jerusalem	at	
the	Passover	Feast,	many	believed	in	his	name	
when	they	saw	the	signs	that	he	was	doing.	24	
But	Jesus	on	his	part	did	not	entrust	himself	to	
them,	because	he	knew	all	people	25	and	needed	
no	one	to	bear	witness	about	man,	for	he	himself	
knew	what	was	in	man.	
John	6:26	&	27	Jesus	answered	them,	“Truly,	
truly,	I	say	to	you,	you	are	seeking	me,	not	
because	you	saw	signs,	but	because	you	ate	your	
fill	of	the	loaves.	27	Do	not	work	for	the	food	that	



perishes,	but	for	the	food	that	endures	to	eternal	
life,	which	the	Son	of	Man	will	give	to	you.	For	on	
him	God	the	Father	has	set	his	seal.”	
	
II.	Jesus	Challenges	Our	Unbelief	(v46-49)	
A.	Mercy	provides	a	second	opportunity.	
	
Hosea	11:4	I	led	them	with	cords	of	kindness,	
with	the	bands	of	love,	and	I	became	to	them	as	
one	who	eases	the	yoke	on	their	jaws,	and	I	bent	
down	to	them	and	fed	them.	
Hosea	11:8	How	can	I	give	you	up,	O	Ephraim?	
How	can	I	hand	you	over,	O	Israel?	How	can	I	
make	you	like	Admah?	How	can	I	treat	you	like	
Zeboiim?	My	heart	recoils	within	me;	my	
compassion	grows	warm	and	tender.	
	
B.	The	unanticipated	guest.	
	
Luke	8:3	and	Joanna,	the	wife	of	Chuza,	Herod’s	
household	manager,	and	Susanna,	and	many	
others,	who	provided	for	them	out	of	their	
means.	
Matthew	5:3	“Blessed	are	the	poor	in	spirit,	for	
theirs	is	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	
	
C.	Neediness	paves	the	way	to	belief.	
	
Hosea	5:15	I	will	return	again	to	my	place,	until	
they	acknowledge	their	guilt	and	seek	my	face,	
and	in	their	distress	earnestly	seek	me.	
1	Peter	5:6	&	7	Humble	yourselves,	therefore,	
under	the	mighty	hand	of	God	so	that	at	the	
proper	time	he	may	exalt	you,	7	casting	all	your	
anxieties	on	him,	because	he	cares	for	you.	
Mark	5:23	and	implored	him	earnestly,	saying,	
“My	little	daughter	is	at	the	point	of	death.	Come	
and	lay	your	hands	on	her,	so	that	she	may	be	
made	well	and	live.”	
Mark	5:28	For	she	said,	“If	I	touch	even	his	
garments,	I	will	be	made	well.”	
	
D.	Jesus’	condemnation	of	"thrill-a-faith"	belief.	
(48)	
	
1	Corinthians	1:22–24	For	Jews	demand	signs	
and	Greeks	seek	wisdom,	23	but	we	preach	
Christ	crucified,	a	stumbling	block	to	Jews	and	
folly	to	Gentiles,	24	but	to	those	who	are	called,	
both	Jews	and	Greeks,	Christ	the	power	of	God	
and	the	wisdom	of	God.	

Isaiah	55:10	&	11	“For	as	the	rain	and	the	snow	
come	down	from	heaven	and	do	not	return	there	
but	water	the	earth,	making	it	bring	forth	and	
sprout,	giving	seed	to	the	sower	and	bread	to	the	
eater,	11	so	shall	my	word	be	that	goes	out	from	
my	mouth;	it	shall	not	return	to	me	empty,	but	it	
shall	accomplish	that	which	I	purpose,	and	shall	
succeed	in	the	thing	for	which	I	sent	it.	
John	5:39	You	search	the	Scriptures	because	you	
think	that	in	them	you	have	eternal	life;	and	it	is	
they	that	bear	witness	about	me,	
Acts	17:11	Now	these	Jews	were	more	noble	
than	those	in	Thessalonica;	they	received	the	
word	with	all	eagerness,	examining	the	
Scriptures	daily	to	see	if	these	things	were	so.	
	
E.	An	expression	of	desperation	shows	an	open	
heart.	
	
Jonah	2:1	&	2	Then	Jonah	prayed	to	the	Lord	his	
God	from	the	belly	of	the	fish,	2	saying,	“I	called	
out	to	the	Lord,	out	of	my	distress,	and	he	
answered	me;	out	of	the	belly	of	Sheol	I	cried,	
and	you	heard	my	voice.	
Psalm	18:6	In	my	distress	I	called	upon	the	Lord;	
to	my	God	I	cried	for	help.	From	his	temple	he	
heard	my	voice,	and	my	cry	to	him	reached	his	
ears.	
	
III.	Jesus	Overcomes	Our	Unbelief	(v50-54)	
A.	The	word	of	Christ	+	the	working	of	the	Spirit	=	
belief	
	
Romans	10:17	So	faith	comes	from	hearing,	and	
hearing	through	the	word	of	Christ.	
1	Thessalonians	1:4	&	5	For	we	know,	brothers	
loved	by	God,	that	he	has	chosen	you,	5	because	
our	gospel	came	to	you	not	only	in	word,	but	also	
in	power	and	in	the	Holy	Spirit	and	with	full	
conviction.	You	know	what	kind	of	men	we	
proved	to	be	among	you	for	your	sake.	
Ephesians	2:8	&	9	For	by	grace	you	have	been	
saved	through	faith.	And	this	is	not	your	own	
doing;	it	is	the	gift	of	God,	9	not	a	result	of	works,	
so	that	no	one	may	boast.	
Hebrews	11:6	And	without	faith	it	is	impossible	
to	please	him,	for	whoever	would	draw	near	to	
God	must	believe	that	he	exists	and	that	he	
rewards	those	who	seek	him.	
Ephesians	2:12	&	13	remember	that	you	were	at	
that	time	separated	from	Christ,	alienated	from	



the	commonwealth	of	Israel	and	strangers	to	the	
covenants	of	promise,	having	no	hope	and	
without	God	in	the	world.	13	But	now	in	Christ	
Jesus	you	who	once	were	far	off	have	been	
brought	near	by	the	blood	of	Christ.	
1	Corinthians	1:26	For	consider	your	calling,	
brothers:	not	many	of	you	were	wise	according	
to	worldly	standards,	not	many	were	powerful,	
not	many	were	of	noble	birth.	
	
B.	Confirmation	leads	to	consecration.	
	
Luke	9:23–25	And	he	said	to	all,	“If	anyone	
would	come	after	me,	let	him	deny	himself	and	
take	up	his	cross	daily	and	follow	me.	24	For	
whoever	would	save	his	life	will	lose	it,	but	
whoever	loses	his	life	for	my	sake	will	save	it.	25	
For	what	does	it	profit	a	man	if	he	gains	the	
whole	world	and	loses	or	forfeits	himself?	
Acts	16:15	And	after	she	was	baptized,	and	her	
household	as	well,	she	urged	us,	saying,	“If	you	
have	judged	me	to	be	faithful	to	the	Lord,	come	
to	my	house	and	stay.”	And	she	prevailed	upon	
us.	
Acts	16:31–34	And	they	said,	“Believe	in	the	
Lord	Jesus,	and	you	will	be	saved,	you	and	your	
household.”	32	And	they	spoke	the	word	of	the	
Lord	to	him	and	to	all	who	were	in	his	house.	33	
And	he	took	them	the	same	hour	of	the	night	and	
washed	their	wounds;	and	he	was	baptized	at	
once,	he	and	all	his	family.	34	Then	he	brought	
them	up	into	his	house	and	set	food	before	them.	
And	he	rejoiced	along	with	his	entire	household	
that	he	had	believed	in	God.	
1	Corinthians	1:16	(I	did	baptize	also	the	
household	of	Stephanas.	Beyond	that,	I	do	not	
know	whether	I	baptized	anyone	else.)	
	
C.	The	second	sign.	
	
John	20:30	&	31	Now	Jesus	did	many	other	signs	
in	the	presence	of	the	disciples,	which	are	not	
written	in	this	book;	31	but	these	are	written	so	
that	you	may	believe	that	Jesus	is	the	Christ,	the	
Son	of	God,	and	that	by	believing	you	may	have	
life	in	his	name.	
	
Conclusion	
	
Luke	17:5–10	The	apostles	said	to	the	Lord,	
“Increase	our	faith!”	6	And	the	Lord	said,	“If	you	

had	faith	like	a	grain	of	mustard	seed,	you	could	
say	to	this	mulberry	tree,	‘Be	uprooted	and	
planted	in	the	sea,’	and	it	would	obey	you.	7	“Will	
any	one	of	you	who	has	a	servant	plowing	or	
keeping	sheep	say	to	him	when	he	has	come	in	
from	the	field,	‘Come	at	once	and	recline	at	
table’?	8	Will	he	not	rather	say	to	him,	‘Prepare	
supper	for	me,	and	dress	properly,	and	serve	me	
while	I	eat	and	drink,	and	afterward	you	will	eat	
and	drink’?	9	Does	he	thank	the	servant	because	
he	did	what	was	commanded?	10	So	you	also,	
when	you	have	done	all	that	you	were	
commanded,	say,	‘We	are	unworthy	servants;	we	
have	only	done	what	was	our	duty.’	”	


