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Ezra 7:6-10 6 This Ezra went up from Babylon; and he was a ready scribe in the law 
of Moses, which the LORD God of Israel had given: and the king granted him all his 
request, according to the hand of the LORD his God upon him. 7 And there went up 
some of the children of Israel, and of the priests, and the Levites, and the singers, 
and the porters, and the Nethinims, unto Jerusalem, in the seventh year of 
Artaxerxes the king. 8 And he came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which was in 
the seventh year of the king. 9 For upon the first day of the first month began he to 
go up from Babylon, and on the first day of the fifth month came he to Jerusalem, 
according to the good hand of his God upon him. 10 For Ezra had prepared his 
heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and 
judgments. 
 
Ezra was of priestly the line of Aaron. His brother and nephew were high priests. Ezra was a 
scribe (Webster: “A writer and a doctor of the law; a man of learning; one skilled in the law; one 
who read and explained the law to the people.”). He was a contemporary of Nehemiah in 
Jerusalem and would lead the rebuilding of the temple as Nehemiah would lead the rebuilding 
of the walls and gates.  
 
The public work of a “ready scribe in the law of Moses ” is demonstrated by Ezra’s example 
recorded in Nehemiah. 
 
Ezra kept, brought, and proclaimed the scripture: 

Nehemiah 8:1-3 1 And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street 
that was before the water gate; and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the 
law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded to Israel. 2 And Ezra the priest brought the 
law before the congregation both of men and women, and all that could hear with understanding, 
upon the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read therein before the street that was before 
the water gate from the morning until midday, before the men and the women, and those that 
could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive unto the book of the law. 

 
Ezra led the worship of God according to the scripture: 

Nehemiah 8:5-6 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he was 
above all the people;) and when he opened it, all the people stood up: 6 And Ezra blessed the 
LORD, the great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: 
and they bowed their heads, and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 
 

Ezra taught the people according to the scripture: 
Nehemiah 8:9 And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the scribe, and 
the Levites that taught the people, said unto all the people, This day is holy unto the LORD 
your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the law. 
 

Ezra interpreted and applied the law of God from the scripture: 
Nehemiah 8:8 So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the 
sense, and caused them to understand the reading. 
 
Nehemiah 8:13 And on the second day were gathered together the chief of the fathers of all 
the people, the priests, and the Levites, unto Ezra the scribe, even to understand the words 
of the law. 
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We might also deduce that Ezra, in addition to being a scribe and priest, had influence upon his 
contemporary civil society and government, since the scripture says, “and the king granted him 
all his request”. But that phrase is followed with “according to the hand of the LORD his God 
upon him” (verse 6) and is repeated in the section as “according to the good hand of his God 
upon him” (verse 9). History reveals “the hand of the LORD” in the lives of men. That was the 
case for Ezra and is the same for every one of us: God works directly in the lives of men to 
accomplish his will. 
 

Ecclesiastes 9:1a For all this I considered in my heart even to declare all this, that the 
righteous, and the wise, and their works, are in the hand of God: 

 
It is the work of “the good hand of his (Ezra’s) God” that gave Ezra both the ability to 
accomplish and the success in accomplishment. God who uses men to accomplish his will. All 
“the righteous, and the wise, and their works” are therefore dependent upon God. 
 
How do we accomplish God’s will? 1. Know. 2. Do. 3. Teach.  
 
10 For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to 
teach in Israel statutes and judgments. 
 
10a For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to 
teach in Israel statutes and judgments. 
 

Proverbs 16:1 The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is 
from the LORD. 
 

If we are to prepare our hearts like Ezra, we must ensure that the preparation of our hearts is 
from God. How do we confirm that? Through the inspired word of God revealed in the scripture. 
We must “seek the law of the LORD”. That is the only way to confirm that how we think, feel, 
and act about anything is within God’s will. 
 

Job 32:8b But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them 
understanding. 
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God 
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 

 
Ezra was “thoroughly furnished unto all good works” because the preparation of his heart was 
“to seek the law of the LORD”. It was the scripture that guided what he thought, how he felt, and 
how he acted. That guidance came through consistent study. 
 

2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

 
If we are to accomplish God’s will, we must know and understand the scriptures. Knowledge and 
understanding come through the written word and the work of the Holy Ghost in our hearts. 
Once we have prepared our hearts with the scriptures, we are ready to do something with what 
we know and understand. 
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10b For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to 
teach in Israel statutes and judgments. 
 
Ezra was a doer. He did not just know and understand the will of God from the scripture, he 
applied what he knew and understood to do the will of God according to the scripture. Every 
true man or woman of God is a doer. Jesus Christ set us the example. God expects us to do his 
will, not just know or understand it in our heads, but to apply it in our lives with our hands and 
feet. 
 
Doing indicates citizenship: 

Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
 

Doing indicates relationship: 
Matthew 12:46-50 46 While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brethren 
stood without, desiring to speak with him. 47 Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy 
brethren stand without, desiring to speak with thee. 48 But he answered and said unto him that 
told him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren? 49 And he stretched forth his hand 
toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! 50 For whosoever shall 
do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother. 
 
Luke 8:19-21 19 Then came to him his mother and his brethren, and could not come at him for 
the press. 20 And it was told him by certain which said, Thy mother and thy brethren stand 
without, desiring to see thee. 21 And he answered and said unto them, My mother and my 
brethren are these which hear the word of God, and do it. 

 
Doing requires perseverance: 

James 1:22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 
 

Doing indicates preservation: 
1 John 2:17b but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 

 
Ezra did the will of God according to the scriptures and rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem. Men 
and women throughout history have done great things for the kingdom, for their congregations, 
for their neighbors and their enemies, all because they based their actions upon the revealed will 
of God in the scriptures. When we have prepared our hearts with the scriptures and have done 
the will of God according to the scriptures, we are ready to teach. 
 
10c For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in 
Israel statutes and judgments. 
 
Ezra, as a priest and scribe, had a duty to be a teacher of “statutes and judgments”, but everyone 
is a teacher. We teach by words and we teach by actions. We either teach what is good or we 
teach what is evil by what we say and do. Particular commands to teach are given to parents and 
pastors, but the general command to teach is given to all of us in our great commission: 
 

Matthew 28:18-20 18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen. 
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The first verb “teach” in this commandment means “to disciple” (to cause another to follow and 
adhere to doctrine and principles) and the second verb “teaching” means “to teach” (to 
communicate to another the knowledge of that of which he was before ignorant). Jesus Christ 
set this example for us in his earthly ministry. He made disciples and he taught disciples. This is 
the same for us, but God does not leave us alone with the burden to teach. God give us help 
through the Holy Ghost. 
 
He teaches us: 

Luke 12:12 For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say. 
 
John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you. 

 
He teaches others: 

Isaiah 54:13 And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD; and great shall be the 
peace of thy children. 
 
Hebrews 8:11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. 
 

He gathers “all nations” to learn from Him through us: 
Isaiah 2:3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his 
ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word 
of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 

Ezra provides us an example of a man who prepared his heart to know and understand the will 
of God, who did the will of God, and who taught the will of God to others according to the 
scriptures. God calls us to do the same. Let us follow Ezra’s example and by the power and 
authority given to Jesus Christ, fulfill our commission, discipling and teaching all nations (by 
our words and our deeds) to observe His commandments. 


