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Acts 1:1-9 (NKJV)

1-3 The former account I made, O Theophilus, 
of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 
until the day in which He was taken up, after 
He through the Holy Spirit had given command-
ments to the apostles whom He had chosen, to 
whom He also presented Himself alive after His 
suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen 
by them during forty days and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God.
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4-5 And being assembled together with them, 
He commanded them not to depart from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the 
Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from 
Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you 
shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now.”

6 Therefore, when they had come together, 
they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this 
time restore the kingdom to Israel?”
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7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to 
know times or seasons which the Father has 
put in His own authority.

8 But you shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

9 Now when He had spoken these things, while 
they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud 
received Him out of their sight.
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Why do we talk about the kingdom so much?

1. The kingdom message is critically important 
for preparing to meet Jesus at the Judgment 
Seat, which determines one’s place in the 
kingdom

2. The kingdom message has been so pervert-
ed with error throughout the church age

3. The kingdom message dominated Christ’s 
earthly ministry, and He has instructed us –
as His disciples – to spread it everywhere
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• Jesus talked about the kingdom almost ex-
clusively during His 3-1/2 years of ministry –
including the 40 days between His resurrec-
tion and ascension

Acts 1:3 He … presented Himself alive after His 
suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen 
by them during forty days and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God.

• The kingdom message is THE MOST IMPOR-
TANT MESSAGE that we are to share in our 
church and with others
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Eternal Life 
(ticket to Heaven) 

is received by 
repentance & faith

Jesus came to 
offer salvation 

from Hell

Jews of the 1st

century were 
unbelievers

Interpreting the Kingdom Message
REFORMATION MODEL 

• The kingdom is presently in the 
hearts of men (spiritual) 

• Preparation is not required for the 
kingdom, because salvation 
(regeneration) guarantees full 
inheritance – resurrection, glorifi-
cation, and inclusion in Heaven 

• Dispensationalists claim ALL saints 
will rule with Christ in the kingdom

• Nothing of a serious negative na-
ture will be brought up at the 
Judgment Seat

• The parables are largely about sal-
vation, not sanctification
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• Tragically, the traditional view (Reformation 
model) implicitly condones licentious living

• Because if all believers stand as automatic 
inheritors in some degree, and if there is no 
such thing as negative reward, then what 
does it really matter how I live?

• If, because of my position in Christ, I will 
automatically be included as His bride and 
co-ruler in His coming kingdom, then how I 
behave now is not so critical, because I am 
secure in Christ regardless
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• Consequently, believers who hold to this 
skewed view of the kingdom are not prepar-
ing for the kingdom …

• They are not preparing to be the bride of 
Christ or His firstborn sons to glory – to co-
rule with Him …

• Which is the primary purpose for this age!
• Metaphorically speaking, they have the right 

foundation – salvation in Jesus Christ – but 
they have never constructed a building of 
gold, silver, and precious stones on it
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Jews of the 1st

century were 
OT believers

Eternal Life 
(ticket to Heaven) 

is received by 
repentance & faith

Jesus came to 
offer salvation 

from Hell

Jews of the 1st

century were 
unbelievers

Jesus came to 
offer inheritance 
in the kingdom

Inheritance is
received by

repentance and 
righteous living

Eternal life is the 
provision for 

righteous living
(not a ticket to Heaven)

Interpreting the Kingdom Message
REFORMATION MODEL SCRIPTURAL MODEL
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Two Gospels, Two Salvations, Two Aspects of Eternal Life
FOR UNBELIEVERS FOR BELIEVERS

Gospel of Grace
by Faith Alone

Key Word: Believe

Salvation
of the Spirit

(Regeneration)
Past Tense

Gift of
Eternal Life

(Unconditional)

Gospel of 
the Kingdom

Key Word: Repent

Salvation
of the Soul

(Sanctification)
Present & Future

Reward of
Eternal Life

(Conditional)
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• Multitudes of believers have bought into the 
traditional lie, and have been “leavened” in 
their understanding of what is required for 
kingdom inheritance

• Consequently, they are unprepared to meet 
Jesus at the Judgment Seat and hear “Well 
done”

• Instead of their future being “hunky-dory,” 
as they have been taught, they will be 
disinherited and relegated to the darkness 
outside
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• What a tragedy! 

• They will not fulfill the purpose for which 
they were saved

• They will not be included as His bride and 
co-rulers in the kingdom

• They will weep and mourn over that fact 
while living out their kingdom existence on 
Earth, rather than in New Jerusalem

12
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• In contrast, the kingdom paradigm is the 
teaching that the Judgment Seat of Christ 
matters immensely …

• Regarding your PLACE in His kingdom
• If you repent and live righteously, you will 

dwell with Him in the city of reward as an 
inheritor and will have garments of glorifi-
cation and shining in some degree

• And you will have fulfilled the ultimate 
purpose for which He saved you
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• If the kingdom paradigm is the correct way of 
interpreting the kingdom message in the 
Gospels … 

• Then what is the focus of the commissions 
that Jesus gave to His disciples in Matt. 28, 
Mark 16, Luke 24, and Acts 1?

• Traditionally, they are interpreted as com-
mands to spread the good news of salvation 
(regeneration) – Gospel of Grace

• But if kept in context they are actually about 
spreading the kingdom paradigm of sanctifi-
cation unto reward – Gospel of the Kingdom
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• The commissions are not about evangelizing; 
they are about discipling

• Evangelizing is important, but it is not what 
the four commission passages are about, 
and it is not the primary focus of the NT
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• According to Acts 1:3, what was Christ’s ma-
jor topic of discussion with His disciples 
during the 40 days after His resurrection?

• end of v. 3 – “things pertaining to the king-
dom of God” – (more details)

Acts 1:6 Therefore, when they had come to-
gether, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You 
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”
• Why would they ask this question?

• Because of what Jesus has just said in vs. 4-5
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Acts 1:4-5 Being assembled together with them, 
He commanded them not to depart from Jeru-
salem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, 
“which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; for 
John truly baptized with water, but you shall be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now.”

• He instructs them to wait in Jerusalem for 
the promise of the Father (immersion in the 
Holy Spirit) which He had previously told 
them about (see Luke 24:49; John 14:16, 26; 
15:26)
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• OT Jews, upon hearing of the Holy Spirit, are 
undoubtedly thinking about the OT passages 
that connected the Holy Spirit with the king-
dom (see Isa. 32:15-18; 44:3-5; Ezek. 39:28-
29; Joel 2:27-32)

• Thus, when Jesus mentions immersion in the 
Holy Spirit the disciples of Jesus are thinking 
of the kingdom, and so they ask …

v. 6: “Lord, will You at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?”

18
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• They think Jesus is about to launch the king-
dom that He has been teaching about

• Does Jesus rebuke them for asking this? NO! 
Acts 1:7 And He said to them, “It is not for you 
to know times or seasons which the Father has 
put in His own authority.”
• This is not a rebuke – It was only natural that 

they equate the coming of the Holy Spirit 
with the coming of the kingdom
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• Those who do not hold to the kingdom para-
digm think Jesus is saying to His disciples, 
“Don’t focus on the coming kingdom. Forget 
about Israel now and turn your attention to 
the Church.”

• That is not a correct interpretation

• Rather, Jesus wants His disciples to re-offer 
the kingdom of heaven to Israel 

• This will continue for an entire generation –
about 30 years – to the end of the book of 
Acts

20

(Arlen Chitwood, From Acts to the Epistles, p. 20), 
regarding Acts 1:7: 

The “times or the seasons” in the Lord’s response 
had to do strictly with Israel and the kingdom at this 
particular time. The disciples (and others) were to 
proclaim the message to Israel, with a view to 
national repentance and baptism on the part of the 
nation. There was to be a bona fide reoffer of the 
kingdom to Israel (with Israel expected to repent), 
brought about through a message proclaimed by 
individuals who had been filled with the Spirit, 
empowered by the Spirit, and were manifesting 
signs, wonders, and miracles.
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• The disciples (and other Jews) will be im-
mersed in the Holy Spirit

• That is what Jesus is talking about in v. 8:
Acts 1:8 “But you shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall 
be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Ju-
dea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
• Jesus will give an enduement of power for 

sharing the kingdom message again, AT THAT 
PARTICULAR TIME – referring to the times or 
seasons in v. 7

22

• Thus, Acts 1:8 is NOT a commission for the 
church to go and tell unbelievers how to be 
saved

• It is a commission for the apostles to reoffer 
the kingdom of heaven to Israel 

• Midway through the book of Acts, the apos-
tle Paul is commissioned to also begin pro-
claiming Christ’s kingdom inheritance offer 
to Gentile believers so they can prepare to 
meet Jesus at the Judgment Seat

23

• Though the reoffer to national Israel ended 
by the end of the book of Acts (in the early 
60’s AD), the offer of kingdom inheritance 
continues throughout the church age for 
those who are the one new man in Christ 
(Eph. 2:15) 

24
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• Seeing that the Acts 1:8 commission is about 
a reoffer of the kingdom of heaven for Israel, 
then why does Jesus tell the apostles to go 
“to the end of the earth” with the offer?

• Because Jews had been scattered all over the 
known world in their day because of the 
previous diaspora

Acts 2:5 There were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, 
devout men, from every nation under heaven.
• These diaspora Jews had traveled from all 

over the known world to attend the Pente-
cost festivities in Jerusalem
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• Two additional evidences that Christ’s com-
mission is referring to a reoffer of kingdom 
inheritance to the Jews:

Acts 3:19-21 “Repent therefore and be 
converted, that your sins may be blotted out, 
so that times of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord, and that He may send 
Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, 
whom heaven must receive until the times of 
restoration of all things, which God has spoken 
by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the 
world began.”
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Acts 2:38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, 
and let every one of you be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; 
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

• This is not salvation by grace through faith 
alone

• This is repentance and baptism for the 
remission of sins (which involves works)

• This is kingdom inheritance being reoffered 
to Israel
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Dr. John Niemela, summarizing Zane Hodges’ view, 
says (Acts 1:8 Reconsidered, JOTGES 24:47 (Autumn 
2011, pp. 49ff):

When the disciples asked if Jesus would restore the 
kingdom to Israel at this time (chronos), Acts 1:7 
says that it was not their prerogative to know the 
times (chronos) or seasons (kairos) established by 
the Father. But Peter said in Acts 3:19-21 that sea-
sons of refreshing and times of restoration would 
come to Israel, if Israel were to repent … Acts 1:6-7 
shows that God has not said when Israel’s kingdom 
will be restored, but Acts 3:19-21 has Peter saying 
that Israel’s kingdom will be restored when Israel 
repents.
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A second commission:
Luke 24:46-48 Then He said to them, “Thus it is 
written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ 
to suffer and to rise from the dead the third 
day, and that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in His name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. And you are witnesses 
of these things.

Luke 24:49 Behold, I send the Promise of My 
Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusa-
lem until you are endued with power from on 
high.
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• Again, this is not the gospel of grace for 
unsaved Gentiles

• It is the gospel of the kingdom for the Jews 
who were already believers

• Jesus is reoffering the kingdom of heaven to 
those Jews outside Israel who have not yet 
heard the message

30
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A third commission:
Mark 16:15-16 And He said to them, “Go into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He who believes and is baptized will 
be saved; but he who does not believe will be 
condemned.

Mark 16:17-18 And these signs will follow those 
who believe: In My name they will cast out de-
mons; they will speak with new tongues; they 
will take up serpents; and if they drink anything 
deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will 
lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”
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• Once again, this is the Gospel of the Kingdom

• The salvation here is salvation of the soul
How do we know that?

1. Baptism is required for this “salvation”

• This is the same as John the Baptist’s 
Gospel of the Kingdom message

2. The only Gospel ever preached in the Gos-
pels is the Gospel of the Kingdom

3. The Jews are the ones who are commanded 
to share it
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How do we know this is the Gospel of the 
Kingdom?

4. It is accompanied by signs, which are always 
performed by Jews for the benefit of Jews

• Some miracles were done by Paul in Gentile 
territories, but it was to provoke the Jews to 
jealousy
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Why does Mark’s Gospel say they are to preach this 
Gospel to EVERY CREATURE?

(Chitwood, From Acts to the Epistles, pp. 22-23):

The verse in Acts (1:7-8) has to do solely with Israel 
and the kingdom … But the verse in Mark (16:15-16) 
has to do with the Gentile nations and the kingdom, 
with Israel proclaiming the message … Israel must 
be the one present as the proclaimer of this 
message, for signs, wonders, and miracles would 
accompany the message … It can only have to do 
with saved Jews proclaiming the kingdom to saved 
Gentiles. Accordingly, the message in view can have 
nothing to do with salvation by grace through faith.
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A fourth commission – the Great Commission:
Matt 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.”

• This commission is essentially the same as 
the others, except that it doesn’t focus on 
repentance

• It focuses on the instruction of disciples, so 
this message is also proclaimed to believers
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(Chitwood, From Acts to the Epistles, p. 25):

What is often called “The Great Commission” 
in Matthew’s gospel has to do, first and fore-
most, with Israel and the kingdom. And once 
God had terminated His dealings with Israel 
relative to the kingdom, the commissions 
given by Christ following His resurrection but 
prior to His ascension could no longer be 
applicable to Israel and the nations in the 
same respect that they had been before this 
time.
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What can we conclude about the commissions?

• The commissions are NOT about matters of 
salvation (regeneration); they are about 
kingdom inheritance

• The commissions are NOT commands for the 
church to evangelize; they are commands for 
the Jewish apostles to reoffer the kingdom to 
Israel
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(Chitwood, From Acts to the Epistles, p. 25):

Attempts to associate any of the four forms of 
this commission with the Church and evange-
lism, as has invariably been done over the 
years, is completely out of line with any type 
(of) sound Scriptural interpretation, closing 
the door to any correct understanding of the 
complete, overall message as presented in 
Scripture.
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The church’s commission to evangelize:
2 Cor 5:18-19 Now all things are of God, who 
has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus 
Christ, and has given us the ministry of recon-
ciliation, that is, that God was in Christ recon-
ciling the world to Himself, not imputing their 
trespasses to them, and has committed to us 
the word of reconciliation.

2 Cor 5:20 Now then, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God were pleading through 
us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be 
reconciled to God.
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• reconciled = katallasso = “to change,” “to bring 
back into harmony” (Chitwood)

• We are to call people to come back into 
harmony with God

• They may need to be regenerated, or they 
may need to repent and start living right-
eously, depending on their spiritual need

• The Bible doesn’t say much about witnessing 
to unbelievers – it focuses on discipleship and 
growing in grace for believers
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REFORMATION MODEL SCRIPTURAL MODEL

Opposing Paradigms for Church Ministry

#1 Priority =
EVANGELISM

The Goal =
Numeric Growth

More children 
of God in 

“the kingdom”

#1 Priority =
DISCIPLESHIP

The Goal =
Spiritual Growth

(Maturity)

More “sons to 
glory” as His bride 

and co-rulers
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The mission of the Church:
Ephesians 4:11-13 He Himself gave some to be 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of 
the saints for the work of ministry, for the edify-
ing of the body of Christ, till we all come to the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ;

• Satan has effectively gotten our attention off 
the main thing by getting us obsessed with 
lesser things
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