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Good morning everyone.  I am so very excited to begin our emphasis on marriage.  I’ve been 

looking forward to this and praying for this for sometime now.  We’re calling it Marriage by 

God’s design.  And this emphasis is designed to help shape and form understanding about 

marriage for singles and for our young people.  And its meant to be a health check up for those 

of us who have been married for while.    

 

People are entering marriage these days not having been prepared.  Many have no idea that God 

has revealed to us His design for marriage.  Without that understanding men and woman 

struggle and many give up.  Some on the other hand know full well God’s design but refuse to 

follow it.   

 

Consequently either because of ignorance or disobedience our society is crippled with single 

parent homes, children being raised without a father or without their mother; and complicated 

blended families that have to run themselves ragged managing kids between three households 

or even four households.  We are living in chaos. 

 

But there is good news.  There is a some really good news.  Through the scriptures, God 

himself, longs to teach us how he has designed marriage to work.  Are you hungry?  I hope so.  

Before I begin I want to pray.  First for the young people high-school and down.  . . . Now for 

adults (single and married).   

 

Ok. You ready?  Let’s go.  Today I’m going to talk about The Marriage Triangle.  Like 

building a house you can’t just start erect wall studs and doing the cool stuff right of the bat.  

The place to start is the foundation.  The same is true with marriage.  When you set the goal of 

experiencing marriage by God’s design the plans call for a foundation to be laid before we start 

looking at the opposite sex.  And for those that are already married who are having challenges 

or who simply want to enrich their relationship the place to start is you not with fixing your 

spouse’s problems and not even with fixing yourself.  The foundation of it all is your 

relationship with God. 

 

When couples start out with their dreamy ideal of bliss between them and their future mate too 

many are primarily focused on the horizontal relationship.  Friends this is a mistake.  The hunt 

for the marriage partner is not where you start.  The place to start is your relationship with god.  

God would have you know that a relationship with Him is foundational for your relationship 

with your spouse.  Let’s look at this diagram and then we will turn to the scriptures. 

 

Turn in your bibles to Gen 1.  Genesis 1-2 are the foundation for 

marriage.  When Jesus was asked questions about marriage and 

divorce he took people back to Gen.  

 

Genesis 1:27-28 (NASB)   And God created man in His own 

image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He 

created them. 28And God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and 
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fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and 

over every living thing that moves on the earth."  

 

Now skip to Gen 2.  Gen 2 is the slow motion account of Genesis 1.  We get more detail here. 

 

Genesis 2:18-25 (NASB)   Then the LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone; I 

will make him a helper suitable for him." . . . 21So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall 

upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh at that place. 

22And the LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and 

brought her to the man. 23And the man said, "This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my 

flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man." 24 For this cause a man 

shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall become one 

flesh. 25And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.  

 

Now, for today’s message here is what I want you to notice about these foundation passages.  

Who are the key players in the first marriage?  God, Adam and Eve.  There’s your triangle.  

Now who is the most prominent?  Its God, isn’t it.  They were created to reflect God’s image.  

In Isaiah God says, “I have created (them) for my glory.” Isa 43:7 

 

Now what do you suppose happens when people try to do marriage either without God in the 

picture or without God as the pre-eminent figure in the relationship?  Well that is what people 

all over the world are trying to do. 

 

Angi and I both grew up in broken homes.  Her parents divorced when she was about 4.  Mine, 

when I was in college.  But it was broken long before that.  But what we had in common was 

parents who tried hard didn’t have the marriage triangle.  Angi’s mom and dad got married with 

the expectation and hope that they would live happily ever after.  But God was not in the 

picture.  With my folks God was in the picture but only one of them had a relationship with 

God.  My mom and dad were on different wavelengths.  They all believed in God but there was 

no marriage Triangle.  And their dreams came to ashes. 

 

When Angi and I got married by then all our parents had gotten remarried.  Instead of four 

parents at the wedding we had 8.  But there was something different brewing at the foundation 

of our relationship.  Angi came to Christ in her growing up years amid the pain and hardship of 

a young girl who grew up in a fractured home.  God came to her and called her to himself.  

Meanwhile I was growing up in a home that was broken too.  I had two parents but there was no 

marriage and the strife in our home was intense, let me tell you.  Me and my brothers had no 

idea of what marriage was supposed to look like.  But God came and met us too.  I came to 

Christ at 14 and before Angi and I met we both had a foundational relationship with God that 

was more important to us than our relationship with each other.  He was the preeminent figure 

in our lives, the foundation we would build our life upon.   
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And we had one hope for our wedding day.  It was the declaration that we fully intended to turn 

a corner and the difference was going to be that our relationship would be a marriage triangle. 

And it was the best wedding I’ve ever been to  let me tell you.  We had a prayer time in our 

wedding where all the brides maids and the groomsmen knelt and the song “holy ground” was 

sung.   

 

( you want to see a clip? The quality of recording is low but you’ll get the picture) 

 

We wanted to acknowledge that most important person at the wedding that day was not the 

groom or the bride or the minister who had state authority to declare us married.  No it was 

God.  And then somewhere at the end we had the song sung “As for me and my house”.  It’s a 

song inspired from the book of Joshua where Joshua said to the people of Israel. Choose you 

this day, whom you will serve. . .  But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Josh 

24:15 So lesson 1 is this: 

 

Lesson #1: God must be the Pre-Eminent Figure in the Marriage  

 

Well lets move on.  What happened next to adam and eve.  In Genesis 3 we read that 

Catastrophe struck.  Adam and eve we’re tempted to sin and disobey God and they fell into sin.  

Genesis 2 all is well with them and God and between each other.  The Triangle is strong and 

healthy.  There is intimacy with God and there is intimacy with each other.  But all that 

changed.  Rather than read it all I will summarize it.Genesis 3:1-16   

 

The devil tempted eve and Adam failed to protect her but joined in sin and disobedience to God 

with her.  Immediately their fellowship with God was broken when they sinned, then shame 

came upon them and they sewed fig leaves to cover themselves.  They began hiding from one 

another and then they tried to hide from God.  When God came to them and confronted them 

the blame game started.   

 

In summary, they fell short of the glory of God.  And the bible teaches that the whole of the 

human race that would come from them fell too. (Rom 5:12ff)  “For all have sinned and fallen 

short of the glory of God.” Rom 3:23 

 

So when the vertical relationship was broken something catastrophic happened to the 

(Horizontal) marriage relationship. 

 

 Shame 

 Blame 

 Division 

 Corruption of Wife’s Contentment (yet your desire shall be for your husband.)  

 Perversion of Husbands Leadership (he shall rule over you) 
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Question: What hope was there for their marriage to ever recover.  Now that they were each 

looking out for their own interests?  What had to happen to repair their horizontal relationship, 

given what we learned in Lesson 1?  (They had to first repair their vertical relationship.  The 

health of marriage and all our horizontal relationships is dependant upon the health of your 

vertical relationship). 

 

What was a perfect balance and harmony was upset.  What we learn from this is that everything 

in your relational world is affected by your relationship with God.  That’s lesson 2. 

 

Lesson # 2: The health of your horizontal relationships depends upon the health of your 

vertical relationship. 

 

The bad news is that there was nothing Adam and Eve could do to repair their relationship God.  

Their sin separated them from God and sinners can not atone for themselves.  Only the sinless 

can do that.  So God would have to provide that for them.  So God did just that.  As he was 

telling them about the consequences of their sin he spoke of a seed or offspring of the woman 

who ultimately rise up and crush the head of the serpant.  This is speaking of Jesus.   

 

In the NT we read “The Son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works 

of the devil.” (1  John 3:8).  And as we read the rest of the OT we see the sacrificial system and 

how that foreshadowed the ultimate sacrifice for sin that Christ would make.  And OT believers 

through faith sacrificed innocent animals as a type and picture of the sacrifice of the innocent 

Christ. 

 

Notice this at the end of Gen 3.  “The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife 

and clothed them.”  That was the first sacrifice.  That was the first death in the bible.  There was 

no priesthood so God made the sacrifice and provided a covering for the two of them.  And in 

Hebrews we learn that the blood of bulls and goats can never take away sins.  So all those OT 

believers had their sin taken away not by those animals but by faith in the one sacrifice that the 

animal sacrifices pointed to. 

 

What am I trying to say?  I am trying to say that the hope for the marriage of Adam and Eve lay 

in none other than Christ himself, my friends.  The only way the Marriage Triangle can be 

repaired is through a Christ centered relationship where the man is reconciled to God through 

Christ and where the woman is reconciled to God through Christ.  Then and only then can a 

husband and wife build upon the foundation. 

 

I’m not saying that being a Christian is all that is needed.  I’m saying that without it, marriage 

by God’s design is impossible.  It will be thwarted by shame, guilt, self-centered leadership, 

grasping and grabbing for control, division and on and on.  Col 1:27 “Christ is in you is the 

hope of glory.” Because Christ is our only hope for the restoration to our glory; because Christ 

is the way the truth and the life and no one can be reconciled to God apart from him, (John 

14:6) the best any husband and wife can have apart from him is a horizontal relationship where 
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the whole deal rests upon your own ability to be unselfish, sacrificial, kind, compassionate, 

loving, and all the rest. 

 

And friends that is just not in the cards.  We’re sinners and our hearts our desperately wicked 

apart from the redemption of our souls.  Husbands, you need Christ.  Wives, you need Christ.  

And you need him in a place of pre-eminence.  “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness and all these things shall be added unto to you.”  Matt 6:33 

 

God provided a sacrifice and forgiveness for sins and redemption through his blood comes 

through faith in Jesus Christ.  And when you have that, you have his spirit and you are enabled 

to rise above your sin nature.  

 

Romans 6:5-7 (NASB)   For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, 

certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection, 6knowing this, that our old self 

was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer 

be slaves to sin; 7for he who has died is freed from sin.  

 

This does not mean there will be no more sin, Paul goes on to say that we now have the power 

to overcome sin and prevent it from reigning in us.  The battle is not over but the dominion of 

sin is broken. 

 

This is why being a Christian does not guarantee unbroken fellowship with God and your 

spouse but it brings marriage by God’s design within reach.  Christ at the center of your 

marriage is your hope for a marriage by God’s design.  And this lesson 3. 

 

Lesson #3: The Marriage Triangle is available to you through Jesus Christ. 

  

Conclusion: So what is the number one need, the foundational need for the marriage 

relationship?  Its not love.  Its not compatability.  It’s not looks.  Its not income potential.  Its 

not sex.  Its none of those things.   

 

Christ is your hope of Glory.  Jesus Christ.   

 

Before you get to first base in the relationship we call marriage, before we talk about such 

important things as becoming one flesh and spiritual leadership, and the male and female needs 

and resolving conflict and sexuality we must remember that Christ is first and is last and fills up 

the middle.  He is the key that opens all the doors of the marriage relationship. 

 

Young People – Some day you are likely to get married.  Two things you need to take from here 

today. 1) Christ needs to be pre-eminent in your life. 2) You need to avoid being pulled into the 

trap of growing emotionally close to an unbeliever or even a luke-warm Christian.  Set your 

standards high for yourself and for the one you are willing to marry and God will honor you 

with orchestrating it.   
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Married People - So if your marriage is not what you hope you know what to focus on first.  If 

you already have Christ and a relationship with God you have the foundation.  And the more 

you grow in Christ the more you will have to offer your husband or your wife.   

 

Your marriage may need a ton of improvement but if you have the foundation your set to move 

forward in a positive direction. 

 

(Spiritual Single) Some of you are Christians but your spouse is not.  And I know that is really 

difficult.  I grew up in all that and have seen it first hand.  Some have it tougher than others.  Be 

thankful and concentrate on your part.  And trust your spouse to God.  That’s all you can do.  

But hang in here throughout this series because your going to get a whole bunch of good stuff 

that you can apply with or without your mates participation. 

 

(Seekers – by CD or Internet) If you here today or listening to me online and you are not a 

follower of Jesus Christ, you are trying to do something that takes God’s help in your own 

strength.  I want to urge you to seriously consider Jesus Christ.  He is prepared to apply 

forgiveness to you today for your sin and become Lord of your life.  But you have a decision to 

make.  Its yes or no to Christ and to a relationship with God and all that comes with it. 

 

Free Cd’s 

 

Prayer  


