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1 Corinthians 2:6-16   
 

1 Corinthians 2:4-5  And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of 
man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:  5  That your faith should not 
stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 

 
6a  Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this 
world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:   
 
We preach the gospel of “Christ crucified” (v. 1:23) by “Christ the power of God” (v.1:24), about 
Christ who is “the wisdom of God” (v. 1:24) and “who of God is made unto us wisdom” (v. 1:30), 
to “them that are perfect” to “present every man perfect in Christ Jesus (Colossians 1:28). 
 

Colossians 1:28  Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all 
wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: 

 
Gill on “perfect”: “adult, at age, opposed to babes and children; such who have their understandings 
enlightened by the spirit of wisdom and revelation; who have their senses exercised to discern between 
divine and human wisdom; and who are perfect in a comparative sense, having more spiritual knowledge 
and understanding than others; for none, in the present state of things, are absolutely perfect in 
knowledge; they that know most, know but in part: now to such the Gospel and the doctrines of it appear 
to be the highest wisdom;” 

 
6b  Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this 
world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: 
 
We preach a wisdom to the “perfect” that is everlasting from an everlasting God. The “wisdom of 
this world” and the “princes of this world” are temporary, but God’s wisdom is eternal. 
 

Romans 11:33-36  O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!  34  For who hath known 
the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor?  35  Or who hath first given to him, and it 
shall be recompensed unto him again?  36  For of him, and through him, and to him, are 
all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 

 
7a  But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God 
ordained before the world unto our glory:   
 
There are many mysterious aspects to “the wisdom of God”. A mystery is the revelation of Jesus 
Christ as God, man, priest, prophet, king, living, dying, rising, ascending, reigning. 
 

Romans 16:25-27  Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and 
the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept 
secret since the world began,  26  But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of 
the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known 
to all nations for the obedience of faith:  27  To God only wise, be glory through Jesus 
Christ for ever. Amen. Written to the Romans from Corinthus, and sent by Phebe servant of the 
church at Cenchrea. 

 
1 Timothy 3:16  And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was 
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the world, received up into glory. 
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Another mystery of “the wisdom of God” is the inclusion of the Gentiles in the gospel 
dispensation through salvation by grace by Jesus Christ. 
 

Ephesians 3:1-12  For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,  2  If ye 
have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:  3  How that by 
revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,  4  Whereby, 
when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)  5  Which in other 
ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit;  6  That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and 
of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:  7  Whereof I 
was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual 
working of his power.  8  Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that 
I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;  9  And to make all men see 
what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been 
hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:  10  To the intent that now unto the 
principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the 
manifold wisdom of God,  11  According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord:  12  In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him. 

 
7b  But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God 
ordained before the world unto our glory:   
 
Jesus was God’s “beloved son” in whom God was “well-pleased” before time began. 
 

John 17:24  Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that 
they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world. 

 
Jesus was chosen to be a perfect sacrifice before time began. 
 

1 Peter 1:18-21  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;  19  But with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:  20  Who verily 
was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times 
for you,  21  Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; 
that your faith and hope might be in God. 

 
Jesus was sacrificed before time began. 
 

Revelation 13:8  And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not 
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

 
The saints were elect before time began. 
 

Ephesians 1:3-6  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us 
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  4  According as he hath chosen us in 
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before 
him in love:  5  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ 
to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,  6  To the praise of the glory of his grace, 
wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 
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The eternal home of the saints was prepared before time began. 
 
Matthew 25:34  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 
 

All of these things are mysteries revealed through Jesus Christ and there are many more. All of 
these were established outside of time and in eternity by God. 
 
8  Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory.   
 
Specifically the ruler of the age: the Jews and the Romans. God kept the mystery hidden from 
them to accomplish his will. 
 
9  But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.   
 

Isaiah 64:4  For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by 
the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for him 
that waiteth for him. 

 
Jesus has prepared mansions in his father’s house. 
 

John 14:2-3  2  In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you.  3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

 
Jesus will come again and the dead will arise and all will be changed. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:51-52  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed,  52  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed.   

 
Jesus will descend and the dead will arise and all will be with together with the Lord in eternity. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first:  17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

 
10  But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God.   
 

1 Timothy 3:9  Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 

 
All these things which were mysterious before the revelation of Jesus Christ are revealed by 
God’s spirit, the Holy Ghost. The “wisdom of God” which was “hidden” can be perceived and 
understood only by the “perfect” in Jesus Christ. The “perfect man” can embrace the mysteries 
with a clear conscience, confidently knowing that they are from the Father, through the Son, by 
the Holy Ghost.  
 



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
11/10/2019 
1 Corinthians 2:6-16 

4 

 

11  For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in 
him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.   
 
Each man has mysteries of his own that other men do not know. God’s mysteries would be 
known only to God but he has revealed them by the Holy Ghost to chosen men. 
 
12  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; 
that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.   
 
The Holy Ghost only reveals what God chooses to reveal (“the things that are freely given to us”). 
There are things God has chosen not to reveal and we must simply trust him as children trust 
their father. 
 
13a  Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, 
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.   
 
We preach “the wisdom of God”, not “man’s wisdom”, and that spiritual wisdom is taught by the 
Holy Ghost. 
 
13b  Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.   
 
We cannot compare man’s wisdom with God’s wisdom. We cannot compare worldly things with 
spiritual things. If we attempt to make sense of what God does by comparing with what men do, 
we will always fall into error.  
 
14  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned.   
 
We must have the Holy Ghost indwelling in us to discern spiritual things. 
 
15  But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.   
 
“Judgeth” is the same word in the Greek as “discerned” in verse 14. Not that every spiritual thing 
can be discerned by us who have within us the Holy Ghost, but every necessary spiritual thing 
that God has “freely given” unto us. Many of the mysteries of the gospel of Jesus Christ will 
remain mysteries unto us. We accept this in faith and trust in a sovereign God. And “no man” 
who is not spiritual will be able to discern either spiritual things, nor spiritual men. 
 
16a  For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we 
have the mind of Christ. 
 

Isaiah 40:13-14  Who hath directed the Spirit of the LORD, or being his counsellor hath 
taught him?  14  With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, and taught him in the 
path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed to him the way of 
understanding? 

 
Isaiah 55:8-9  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways, saith the LORD.  9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
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16b  For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the 
mind of Christ. 
 

John 16:13-15  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak: and he will shew you things to come.  14  He shall glorify me: for he shall 
receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.  15  All things that the Father hath are 
mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 

 
The mysteries of the wisdom of God are revealed to us, the elect (perfect), by Jesus Christ, 
through the Holy Ghost. None of us lack what we need to understand the wisdom of God in the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. None of us lack what we need to speak the gospel message to others. For 
in us we have the indwelling intellect of God. 


