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Revelation 4:7 And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf,

and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle.

Ezekiel 1:10 As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and

the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left

side; they four also had the face of an eagle.

These are qualities God grants to the ministers for their service, to help the

congregations through whatever times may come.

Pastors have these in some measure; but our Lord Jesus has them without measure.

lion

Proverbs 30:30 A lion which is strongest among beasts, and turneth not away for

any;

Here the qualities of the lion are strength and courage.

Joshua 1:7-9 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to

do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from

it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.

8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate

therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written

therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good

success. 9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not

afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever

thou goest.

2 Timothy 1:6-8 Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of

God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. 7 For God hath not given us

the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 8 Be not thou

therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou

partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;

Isaiah 50:7 "For the Lord GOD will help Me; Therefore I will not be disgraced;

Therefore I have set My face like a flint, And I know that I will not be ashamed.”

Luke 9:51 And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received

up, he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem,



calf or ox

(There is sufficient exegetical reason to expound this as “ox” rather than “calf.”)

Deuteronomy 25:4 Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the corn.

Here the ox is a laborer.

1 Corinthians 9:9-10 For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the

mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? 10 Or saith

he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that

ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker

of his hope.

1 Timothy 5:17-18 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour,

especially they who labour in the word and doctrine. 18 For the scripture saith,

Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy

of his reward.

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 12 And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which

labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; 13 And to

esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among

yourselves.



man

Isaiah 46:5-10 To whom will ye liken me, and make me equal, and compare me, that

we may be like? 6 They lavish gold out of the bag, and weigh silver in the balance,

and hire a goldsmith; and he maketh it a god: they fall down, yea, they worship. 7

They bear him upon the shoulder, they carry him, and set him in his place, and he

standeth; from his place shall he not remove: yea, one shall cry unto him, yet can he

not answer, nor save him out of his trouble. 8 Remember this, and shew yourselves

men: bring it again to mind, O ye transgressors. 9 Remember the former things of

old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, 10

Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not

yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:

wisdom or understanding

man as opposed to child

1 Corinthians 14:20 Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice

be ye children, but in understanding be men.

1 Corinthians 16:13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.

Oxford martyrs October 16, 1555 - Hugh Latimer and Nicholas Ridley

Hugh Latimer: “Be of good comfort, Master Ridley, and play the man; we shall this

day light such a candle by God’s grace in England as shall never be put out.”



flying eagle

eyesight - but this is not in the scriptures, that I know of

speed

2 Samuel 1:23 Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and

in their death they were not divided: they were swifter than eagles, they were

stronger than lions.

Jeremiah 4:13 Behold, he shall come up as clouds, and his chariots shall be as

a whirlwind: his horses are swifter than eagles. Woe unto us! for we are

spoiled.

Lamentations 4:19 Our persecutors are swifter than the eagles of the heaven:

they pursued us upon the mountains, they laid wait for us in the wilderness.

possibly speed in obeying the Lord, in preaching and teaching

speed in flight for the purpose of caring for God’s people

Exodus 19:4 Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you

on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself.

Deuteronomy 32:11-12 As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her

young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings:

12 So the LORD alone did lead him, and there was no strange god with him.

Revelation 12:13-14 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth,

he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child. 14 And to the

woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the

wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and

half a time, from the face of the serpent.



calf G3448moschos

Strong: a young bullock

Thayer: a calf, a bullock, a heifer

RWP: Moschos is first a sprout, then the young of animals, then a calf (bullock or

heifer) as in Luke 15:23, Luke 15:27, Luke 15:30, or a full-grown ox (Ezekiel 1:10).

VWS: In the Septuagint for an ox or steer. Exodus 22:1; Ezekiel 1:10

JFB: The Septuagint often uses the Greek term here for an ox (Exodus 22:1; 29:10;

etc.)

Ellicott: the ox

Gill: or “ox,” for so the word here used signifies in the Hellenistic language, and with

the Septuagint interpreters, and agrees with Ezekiel 1:10

Gnomon: a bullock, an ox

Knollys: calf or ox

Clarke: calf or ox

Carroll: the ox

Knollys:

The ox is a strong beast, and laborious under the yoke. By the ox, here is

signified the pastors that labour in the word and doctrine

Gill:

designs the laboriousness of Christ’s faithful ministers

Fortner:

These four living creatures represent all faithful gospel preachers throughout

the ages.

As the ox is an animal of labor, faithful gospel preachers labor diligently in the

work of the ministry.




