
 

“I’ll Be The Judge?” 
 

Romans 14: 1 - 4 
November 14, 2010 

 

God Requires That His Children Not Pass Judgment Upon Who Others May Or May Not Be, (vs. 1 – 23) 

• I May Not Pass Judgment Upon Who Another May Or May Not See Themselves To Be, (vs. 1 – 4) 
o We are commanded to welcome those who are in Christ, but not for the purpose of disputing opinions, (vs. 1); 

“For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them. To the Jews I 
became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being 
myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. To those outside the law I became as one outside the 
law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. To the 
weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might 
save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. ”                                   
(1 Corinthians 9:19–23)  
1. There will be differences of opinion on what is appropriate, (vs. 2) 

� One has maturity to eat whatever, though he may not actually do it, (vs. 2a); “I know and am persuaded 
in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself, but it is unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean.” 
(Romans 14:14)  

� One in immaturity, legalistically acts as a hedge against ignorant error, (vs. 2b); “However, not all 
possess this knowledge. But some, through former association with idols, eat food as really offered to an 
idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. ” (1 Corinthians 8:7)  
 

2. We are commanded not to judge others as being “legalistic” in their opinions, (vs. 3a); “And so by your 
knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. Thus, sinning against your 
brothers and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food makes my 
brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble. ” (1 Corinthians 8:11–13) 
 

3. We are commanded not to judge others as being “unrighteous” in their opinions, (vs. 3b); “He also told this 
parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with contempt: “Two 
men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by 
himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even 
like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing far 
off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I 
tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself 
will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” ” (Luke 18:9–14) 
  

4. The reality is that God has accepted them both to Himself irrespective of their opinions, (vs. 3c); “So Peter 
opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone 
who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.” (Acts 10:34–35) 
  

5. We are not in a position to render judgment upon those who belong to God, (vs. 4); “Do not speak evil 
against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil 
against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. There 
is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your 
neighbor? ” (James 4:11–12)  
 

• I May Not Pass Judgment Upon How Another May Or May Not Worship, (vs. 5 – 9) 

• I May Not Pass Judgment Upon How Another May Or May Not Give An Account Before God, (vs. 10 – 12) 

• I May Not Pass Judgment Upon What Another May Or May Not Believe Is Right, (vs. 13 – 19) 

• I May Not Pass Judgment Upon What God Himself Has Purposed To Do, (vs. 20 – 23) 


