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From	John	To	Jesus	
John	3:22–36	
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I.	The	Transitional	Scene	(v22-24)	
A.	Jesus	and	His	disciples.	
	
John	4:2	(although	Jesus	himself	did	not	baptize,	
but	only	his	disciples),	
2	Corinthians	5:20	Therefore,	we	are	
ambassadors	for	Christ,	God	making	his	appeal	
through	us.	We	implore	you	on	behalf	of	Christ,	
be	reconciled	to	God.	
1	Corinthians	4:1	&	2	This	is	how	one	should	
regard	us,	as	servants	of	Christ	and	stewards	of	
the	mysteries	of	God.	2	Moreover,	it	is	required	
of	stewards	that	they	be	found	faithful.	
Matthew	28:18–20	And	Jesus	came	and	said	to	
them,	“All	authority	in	heaven	and	on	earth	has	
been	given	to	me.	19	Go	therefore	and	make	
disciples	of	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	
name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	
Holy	Spirit,	20	teaching	them	to	observe	all	that	I	
have	commanded	you.	And	behold,	I	am	with	you	
always,	to	the	end	of	the	age.”	
	
B.	John	and	his	followers.	
	
Matthew	3:1–6	In	those	days	John	the	Baptist	
came	preaching	in	the	wilderness	of	Judea,	2	
“Repent,	for	the	kingdom	of	heaven	is	at	hand.”	3	
For	this	is	he	who	was	spoken	of	by	the	prophet	
Isaiah	when	he	said,	“The	voice	of	one	crying	in	
the	wilderness:	‘Prepare	the	way	of	the	Lord;	
make	his	paths	straight.’	”	4	Now	John	wore	a	
garment	of	camel’s	hair	and	a	leather	belt	around	
his	waist,	and	his	food	was	locusts	and	wild	
honey.	5	Then	Jerusalem	and	all	Judea	and	all	the	
region	about	the	Jordan	were	going	out	to	him,	6	
and	they	were	baptized	by	him	in	the	river	
Jordan,	confessing	their	sins.	
Luke	3:18–20	So	with	many	other	exhortations	
he	preached	good	news	to	the	people.	19	But	
Herod	the	tetrarch,	who	had	been	reproved	by	

him	for	Herodias,	his	brother’s	wife,	and	for	all	
the	evil	things	that	Herod	had	done,	20	added	
this	to	them	all,	that	he	locked	up	John	in	prison.	
	
II.	An	Attempt	To	Provoke	(v25	&	26)	
A.	Discussion	over	purification	(baptism).	
B.	Provoking	to	jealousy.	
	
Galatians	5:26	Let	us	not	become	conceited,	
provoking	one	another,	envying	one	another.	
Hebrews	10:24	&	25	And	let	us	consider	how	to	
stir	up	one	another	to	love	and	good	works,	25	
not	neglecting	to	meet	together,	as	is	the	habit	of	
some,	but	encouraging	one	another,	and	all	the	
more	as	you	see	the	Day	drawing	near.	
2	Corinthians	9:1	&	2	Now	it	is	superfluous	for	
me	to	write	to	you	about	the	ministry	for	the	
saints,	2	for	I	know	your	readiness,	of	which	I	
boast	about	you	to	the	people	of	Macedonia,	
saying	that	Achaia	has	been	ready	since	last	year.	
And	your	zeal	has	stirred	up	most	of	them.	
	
III.	John’s	Modus	Operandi	(v27-30)	
A.	Submission	to	God's	sovereign	will.	
	
1	Corinthians	4:7	For	who	sees	anything	
different	in	you?	What	do	you	have	that	you	did	
not	receive?	If	then	you	received	it,	why	do	you	
boast	as	if	you	did	not	receive	it?	
1	Corinthians	15:10	But	by	the	grace	of	God	I	am	
what	I	am,	and	his	grace	toward	me	was	not	in	
vain.	On	the	contrary,	I	worked	harder	than	any	
of	them,	though	it	was	not	I,	but	the	grace	of	God	
that	is	with	me.	
Ephesians	3:7	Of	this	gospel	I	was	made	a	
minister	according	to	the	gift	of	God’s	grace,	
which	was	given	me	by	the	working	of	his	power.	
Proverbs	18:16	A	man’s	gift	makes	room	for	him	
and	brings	him	before	the	great.	
	



B.	Go	back	to	what	I	said	before.	
	
John	1:8	He	was	not	the	light,	but	came	to	bear	
witness	about	the	light.	
John	1:20	He	confessed,	and	did	not	deny,	but	
confessed,	“I	am	not	the	Christ.”	
Luke	3:3–6	And	he	went	into	all	the	region	
around	the	Jordan,	proclaiming	a	baptism	of	
repentance	for	the	forgiveness	of	sins.	4	As	it	is	
written	in	the	book	of	the	words	of	Isaiah	the	
prophet,	“The	voice	of	one	crying	in	the	
wilderness:	‘Prepare	the	way	of	the	Lord,	make	
his	paths	straight.	5	Every	valley	shall	be	filled,	
and	every	mountain	and	hill	shall	be	made	low,	
and	the	crooked	shall	become	straight,	and	the	
rough	places	shall	become	level	ways,	6	and	all	
flesh	shall	see	the	salvation	of	God.’	”	
Acts	19:4	And	Paul	said,	“John	baptized	with	the	
baptism	of	repentance,	telling	the	people	to	
believe	in	the	one	who	was	to	come	after	him,	
that	is,	Jesus.”	
	
C.	The	bride	belongs	to	the	bridegroom.	
	
Isaiah	54:5	For	your	Maker	is	your	husband,	the	
Lord	of	hosts	is	his	name;	and	the	Holy	One	of	
Israel	is	your	Redeemer,	the	God	of	the	whole	
earth	he	is	called.	
Isaiah	62:4	You	shall	no	more	be	termed	
Forsaken,	and	your	land	shall	no	more	be	termed	
Desolate,	but	you	shall	be	called	My	Delight	Is	in	
Her,	and	your	land	Married;	for	the	Lord	delights	
in	you,	and	your	land	shall	be	married.	
Jeremiah	31:31–34	“Behold,	the	days	are	coming,	
declares	the	Lord,	when	I	will	make	a	new	
covenant	with	the	house	of	Israel	and	the	house	
of	Judah,	32	not	like	the	covenant	that	I	made	
with	their	fathers	on	the	day	when	I	took	them	
by	the	hand	to	bring	them	out	of	the	land	of	
Egypt,	my	covenant	that	they	broke,	though	I	
was	their	husband,	declares	the	Lord.	33	For	this	
is	the	covenant	that	I	will	make	with	the	house	of	
Israel	after	those	days,	declares	the	Lord:	I	will	
put	my	law	within	them,	and	I	will	write	it	on	
their	hearts.	And	I	will	be	their	God,	and	they	
shall	be	my	people.	34	And	no	longer	shall	each	
one	teach	his	neighbor	and	each	his	brother,	
saying,	‘Know	the	Lord,’	for	they	shall	all	know	
me,	from	the	least	of	them	to	the	greatest,	
declares	the	Lord.	For	I	will	forgive	their	iniquity,	
and	I	will	remember	their	sin	no	more.”	

Ephesians	5:25–30	Husbands,	love	your	wives,	
as	Christ	loved	the	church	and	gave	himself	up	
for	her,	26	that	he	might	sanctify	her,	having	
cleansed	her	by	the	washing	of	water	with	the	
word,	27	so	that	he	might	present	the	church	to	
himself	in	splendor,	without	spot	or	wrinkle	or	
any	such	thing,	that	she	might	be	holy	and	
without	blemish.	28	In	the	same	way	husbands	
should	love	their	wives	as	their	own	bodies.	He	
who	loves	his	wife	loves	himself.	29	For	no	one	
ever	hated	his	own	flesh,	but	nourishes	and	
cherishes	it,	just	as	Christ	does	the	church,	30	
because	we	are	members	of	his	body.	
	
D.	Self-abnegation	=	renunciation	of	one's	own	
interests	in	favor	of	others'.	
	
Philippians	2:3–5	Do	nothing	from	selfish	
ambition	or	conceit,	but	in	humility	count	others	
more	significant	than	yourselves.	4	Let	each	of	
you	look	not	only	to	his	own	interests,	but	also	to	
the	interests	of	others.	5	Have	this	mind	among	
yourselves,	which	is	yours	in	Christ	Jesus,	
Romans	12:1	&	2	I	appeal	to	you	therefore,	
brothers,	by	the	mercies	of	God,	to	present	your	
bodies	as	a	living	sacrifice,	holy	and	acceptable	
to	God,	which	is	your	spiritual	worship.	2	Do	not	
be	conformed	to	this	world,	but	be	transformed	
by	the	renewal	of	your	mind,	that	by	testing	you	
may	discern	what	is	the	will	of	God,	what	is	good	
and	acceptable	and	perfect.	
Luke	7:28	I	tell	you,	among	those	born	of	women	
none	is	greater	than	John.	Yet	the	one	who	is	
least	in	the	kingdom	of	God	is	greater	than	he.”	
	
IV.	The	Preeminence	of	Christ	(v31-36)	
A.	Christ	had	a	heavenly	origin.	
	
John	6:38	&	39	For	I	have	come	down	from	
heaven,	not	to	do	my	own	will	but	the	will	of	him	
who	sent	me.	39	And	this	is	the	will	of	him	who	
sent	me,	that	I	should	lose	nothing	of	all	that	he	
has	given	me,	but	raise	it	up	on	the	last	day.	
Ephesians	4:10	He	who	descended	is	the	one	
who	also	ascended	far	above	all	the	heavens,	that	
he	might	fill	all	things.)	
	
B.	Christ	knows	truth	firsthand.	
	
Matthew	7:28	&	29	And	when	Jesus	finished	
these	sayings,	the	crowds	were	astonished	at	his	



teaching,	29	for	he	was	teaching	them	as	one	
who	had	authority,	and	not	as	their	scribes.	
John	5:43	I	have	come	in	my	Father’s	name,	and	
you	do	not	receive	me.	If	another	comes	in	his	
own	name,	you	will	receive	him.	
1	Corinthians	2:14	The	natural	person	does	not	
accept	the	things	of	the	Spirit	of	God,	for	they	are	
folly	to	him,	and	he	is	not	able	to	understand	
them	because	they	are	spiritually	discerned.	
2	Corinthians	4:4	In	their	case	the	god	of	this	
world	has	blinded	the	minds	of	the	unbelievers,	
to	keep	them	from	seeing	the	light	of	the	gospel	
of	the	glory	of	Christ,	who	is	the	image	of	God.	
	
C.	Christ’s	testimony	is	always	in	agreement	with	
the	Father's.	
	
John	17:17	Sanctify	them	in	the	truth;	your	word	
is	truth.	
John	5:22	&	23	The	Father	judges	no	one,	but	has	
given	all	judgment	to	the	Son,	23	that	all	may	
honor	the	Son,	just	as	they	honor	the	Father.	
Whoever	does	not	honor	the	Son	does	not	honor	
the	Father	who	sent	him.	
1	John	5:10	Whoever	believes	in	the	Son	of	God	
has	the	testimony	in	himself.	Whoever	does	not	
believe	God	has	made	him	a	liar,	because	he	has	
not	believed	in	the	testimony	that	God	has	borne	
concerning	his	Son.	
John	8:24	I	told	you	that	you	would	die	in	your	
sins,	for	unless	you	believe	that	I	am	he	you	will	
die	in	your	sins.”	
	
D.	Christ	experienced	the	unlimited	power	of	the	
Holy	Spirit.	
	
Colossians	2:9	For	in	him	the	whole	fullness	of	
deity	dwells	bodily,	
Mark	3:28–30	“Truly,	I	say	to	you,	all	sins	will	be	
forgiven	the	children	of	man,	and	whatever	
blasphemies	they	utter,	29	but	whoever	
blasphemes	against	the	Holy	Spirit	never	has	
forgiveness,	but	is	guilty	of	an	eternal	sin”—	30	
for	they	were	saying,	“He	has	an	unclean	spirit.”	
	
E.	Christ	received	all	authority	from	the	Father.	
	
Matthew	11:27–30	All	things	have	been	handed	
over	to	me	by	my	Father,	and	no	one	knows	the	
Son	except	the	Father,	and	no	one	knows	the	
Father	except	the	Son	and	anyone	to	whom	the	

Son	chooses	to	reveal	him.	28	Come	to	me,	all	
who	labor	and	are	heavy	laden,	and	I	will	give	
you	rest.	29	Take	my	yoke	upon	you,	and	learn	
from	me,	for	I	am	gentle	and	lowly	in	heart,	and	
you	will	find	rest	for	your	souls.	30	For	my	yoke	
is	easy,	and	my	burden	is	light.”	
Matthew	28:18	And	Jesus	came	and	said	to	them,	
“All	authority	in	heaven	and	on	earth	has	been	
given	to	me.	
1	Corinthians	15:27	For	“God	has	put	all	things	in	
subjection	under	his	feet.”	But	when	it	says,	“all	
things	are	put	in	subjection,”	it	is	plain	that	he	is	
excepted	who	put	all	things	in	subjection	under	
him.	
John	5:24	Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	whoever	
hears	my	word	and	believes	him	who	sent	me	
has	eternal	life.	He	does	not	come	into	judgment,	
but	has	passed	from	death	to	life.	
2	Thessalonians	1:7	&	8	and	to	grant	relief	to	you	
who	are	afflicted	as	well	as	to	us,	when	the	Lord	
Jesus	is	revealed	from	heaven	with	his	mighty	
angels	8	in	flaming	fire,	inflicting	vengeance	on	
those	who	do	not	know	God	and	on	those	who	do	
not	obey	the	gospel	of	our	Lord	Jesus.	
1	Thessalonians	1:10	and	to	wait	for	his	Son	
from	heaven,	whom	he	raised	from	the	dead,	
Jesus	who	delivers	us	from	the	wrath	to	come.	


