
God Be Thanked
But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, 

but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.
Romans 6:17

REVIEW

1. All have an imperfect past.  2. All can have a glorious future.  3. God gets all credit for improvement.

I. Everyone Has an Imperfect Past – “Ye were the servants of sin.”

     A. This principle of us being servants of sin is well-established in Scripture.  For example:

1. “While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption:   
      for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.” (II Pet. 2:19)

2. “Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the 
      servant of sin.” (John 8:34)   

     B. Levels of application

1. Obvious addiction to gross sin: drunkenness, drug abuse, smoking, gambling, lust, gluttony...

     2. More subtle subservience: self-centeredness, untamed tongue, fear, bitterness, covetousness...

     3. But clearly there is a broader application – “Ye” is the whole audience.  

4. And so we saw in our study of disobedience: Lucifer, Adam and Eve, Israel, Saul, Moses...

     C. The condition is explained in the verses which follow.

   1. :19a – “servants of uncleanness” – voluntary yielding to those things contrary to God's nature

2. :19b – “and to iniquity unto iniquity” – ever-increasing lawlessness and insensitivity

3. :21a – “What fruit had ye then?” – fruitlessness

     a. What this verse does not mean: that a lost person's life is unproductive in every regard.

     b. Yet clearly there is some significant way in which the life of a “servant of sin” is fruitless.  

1. “Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity. What profit 
      hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun? (Ecc. 1:2-3)

2. “The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.” (Ps. 1:4)

3. The Prodigal Son “wasted his substance with riotous living ... and he would fain have 
    filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat.” (Luke 15:13,16)

     4. The rich farmer in Luke 12 was fruitful in ag production but was not rich toward God. 

4. :21b – shame – “whereof ye are now ashamed” – pained from failing what could have been

5. :21c – death – “for the end of those things is death” – such are the wages of sin (:23)
   

OUR PAST IN SUM:  uncleanness → iniquity unto iniquity → fruitlessness → shame → death.



II. Everyone Can Have a Glorious Future  – “But ye have obeyed from the heart that form 
       of doctrine which was delivered you.”

     A. Being restored to God is a matter of   obedience   – “Ye have obeyed ...”

1. “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where  
      to repent.” (Acts 17:30)

2. “What shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?  And if the righteous  
      scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?” (I Pet. 4:17-18)

3.  The Lord “became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.” (Heb. 5:9)

4. “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge 
      of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” (II Cor. 10:4-5)

     B. Being restored to God is a matter of   sincerity   – “Ye have obeyed from the heart ...”

1. These words have to do with integrity and motive for being reconciled to God. 

2. Sincerity will be revealed by the life that follows: “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,  
    Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which 
    is in heaven.” (Matt. 7:21)

     C. What needs to be obeyed from the heart is   “that form of doctrine  .”  Critical words to understand.

1. “form” → tu' pos, from which we get the English word, “type.”  It literally means a die or  
     stamp, and by extension a model or mold.

2. As a model, this phrase could reference the doctrines represented by baptism which believers 
    understood and to which they heartily committed at that time of their own immersion.

3. As a mold, this phrase implies that every aspect and feature is replicated from the original.  

     a. See similar concepts in Rom. 12:2, Titus 2:7, II Cor. 3:18, and of course Heb. 1:3.

     b. There is no change so wonderful as what is wrought in human character by the molding  
         power of the Holy Spirit of God!

   4. Message here: The only and exact mold for the Gospel has already been forged in heaven.

     a. Hence, it is incumbent for believers to advocate for the true faith – Jude 1:3.

     b. Example: Gal. 1:6-8.

III. God Gets All the Credit for the Improvement – “God be thanked”

     A. Spiritually fruitless lives can be transformed to productive lives, but not by any effort of man.    

1. “Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin?” (Prov. 20:9)

     B. No, God is the Deliverer.  Eternal life is the gift of God – Rom. 6:23.  

1. Thanksgiving is to be directed to Him. 



DISCUSSION

1. The Bible says, “Ye were the servants of sin.”  Our slavery may have been on the most obvious level 
    of addiction (involving liquor, drugs, cigarettes, sensuality, etc.); on more subtle and perhaps more 
    culturally acceptable levels (involving pride, bitterness, fear, gossip, covetousness, envy, sloth, etc.); 
    and more generally on the way of Satan of self-assertion over the will of God.  What's your story?  
    How does this verse apply to you?  How were you the servant of sin?  (Answer as decorum allows.)

2. A believer is not to be pressed into the mold of the world (Rom. 12:2).  What is the world's mold?

3. A believer is to be a pattern of good works in all things (Tit. 2:7-8).  What does that pattern look like?

4. The closing analogy last Sunday compared God's work in our lives to the process of an iron foundry.
    Explain.


