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I. The Old Religion of Works – vs. 8 
A. Slavery to Sin – Rom. 6:17-19 
B. Worldly Worship 

1. Works – to impress and appease, earning favor – John 7:7; Acts 7:41; Rom. 3:27-28 
2. Idols – Rom. 1:19-21, 25; 1 Cor. 8:4; 12:1-3; 1 Thess. 5:9; 1 John 5:21 

II. Known by God – vs. 9-10 
A. Knowing God 

1. Salvation - John 17:3 
2. Or Not - Rom. 1:18-20; 1 Cor. 2:14; Titus 1:16 

B. Known by God – Acts 15:18; 1 Cor. 8:1-3; 2 Tim. 2:14-19 
C. From Sons back to Slaves? 

1. Ritualistic Observances – Col. 2:16-17, 20-23 
2. You’ve Been Freed – Deut. 15:15 

III. Labored in Vain? – vs. 11 – 1 Thess. 3:5; Phil. 2:12-16 
 
Cross References 
 
Romans 6:17-19 
  
17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of 
doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of 
righteousness. 19 I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented 
your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present 
your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. 
 
John 7:7 
  
7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify of it that its works are evil. 
 
Acts 7:41 
  
41 And they made a calf in those days, offered sacrifices to the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own 
hands. 
 
Romans 3:27-28 
  
27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 
Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law. 
 
Romans 1:19-21 
  
19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20 For since 
the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21 because, although they 
knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and 
their foolish hearts were darkened. 
 
 



Romans 1:25 
  
25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 
 
1 Corinthians 8:4 
  
4 Therefore concerning the eating of things offered to idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, 
and that there is no other God but one. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:1-3 
  
12 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 2 You know that you were 
Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I make known to you that 
no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:9 
  
9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
1 John 5:21 
  
21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen. 
 
John 17:3 
  
3 And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have 
sent. 
 
Romans 1:18-20 
  
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for 
God has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are 
without excuse, 
 
1 Corinthians 2:14 
  
14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor 
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
 
Titus 1:16 
  
16 They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable, disobedient, and 
disqualified for every good work. 
 
Acts 15:18 
  
18 “Known to God from eternity are all His works. 
 
 
 
 



1 Corinthians 8:1-3 
  
8 Now concerning things offered to idols: We know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but 
love edifies. 2 And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know. 3 
But if anyone loves God, this one is known by Him. 
 
2 Timothy 2:14-19 
  
14 Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to 
the ruin of the hearers. 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will 
increase to more ungodliness. 17 And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are 
of this sort, 18 who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they 
overthrow the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: “The 
Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” 
 
Colossians 2:16-17 
  
16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which 
are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 
 
Colossians 2:20-23 
  
20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the 
world, do you subject yourselves to regulations— 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 
which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of 
men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and 
neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh. 
 
Deuteronomy 15:15 
  
15 You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God redeemed you; 
therefore I command you this thing today. 
 
1 Thessalonians 3:5 
  
5 For this reason, when I could no longer endure it, I sent to know your faith, lest by some means the 
tempter had tempted you, and our labor might be in vain. 
 
Philippians 2:12-16 
  
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in 
my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both 
to will and to do for His good pleasure. 14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that you 
may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may 
rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain. 
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