
Jewish Wedding Ceremony and The Bride of Christ (Part 3) 

   A key to understanding the steps as a believer   (November 17, 2018) 
 

 
 
Summary:    Betrothal/engagement --  At this point, the bride has been searched out, consented, 

paid for, sealed with the covenant cup, been given gifts, cleansed herself for the groom, been 
separated from the groom and is in waiting.  The betrothal has become a binding contract of 
marriage in the Biblical ancient wedding ceremony -- separated by only divorce or death. 

 
The example becomes the purpose:    Ephesians 5:30-32    For we are members of his body, of 

his flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be 
joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning 
Christ and the church. 

 
Step 8 -- The waiting bride -- consecration/sanctification/set apart/secluded: 

● Bride defined in Hebrew:  “kallah” means secluded/enclosed one 
● Enclosed:   Song of Solomon 4:12   A garden inclosed is my sister, my spouse; A spring shut 

up, a fountain sealed. 
● Eyes for only one:   Song of Solomon 1:15   Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art 

fair; Thou hast doves’ eyes. 
● The waiting period is unknown and usually at least one year -- focus on the unseen becomes 

harder as time passes 
● Jewish custom began:    Genesis 24:65    For she had said unto the servant, What man is this 

that walketh in the field to meet us? And the servant had said, It is my master: therefore she 
took a vail, and covered herself. 

● Jewish custom enhanced:    Ester 2:12   Now when every maid’s turn was come to go in to king 
Ahasuerus, after that she had been twelve months, according to the manner of the women, 
(for so were the days of their purifications accomplished, to wit, six months with oil of myrrh, 
and six months with sweet odours, and with other things for the purifying of the women;) 

 
Fulfillment by the groom -- the Son Jesus Christ: 

● The groom is preparing:  John 14:1-3   Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe 
also in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I 
go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

● Words of comfort from Jesus:   John 16:7   Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for 
you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I 
will send him unto you.  

● We are not left comfortless:    John 16.13-14   Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he 
will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of 
mine, and shall shew it unto you.  

● Only the Father knows when He will return:   Matthew 24:36   But of that day and hour 
knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.  

 
 



 
Fulfillment by the bride -- the believers in Jesus Christ:  

● Waiting will be tough:  2 Peter 3:3-4   Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days 
scoffers, walking after their own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for 
since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. 

● Consecrated is to be “holy” -- we should live for Him:   2 Corinthians 5:15   And that he died for 
all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died 
for them, and rose again. 

● We should look like Him:   Romans 13:12-14   The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us 
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk 
honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not 
in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, 
to fulfil the lusts thereof 

● The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins in Matthew 25:1-10 gives wedding details in N.T. 
● We should carry a “torch” for Him:   In the Parable the word “lamp” (lampas) is used five 

times (only seven in New Testament) -- “lamp” is “torch” 
● Verse 5 tells us that the bridegroom “tarried” in his coming for the bride 
● Verse 6 tells that the bridegroom comes at midnight (several passages we are warned that 

Jesus would “come as a thief in the night” 
● Verses 7-10 tells that the “wise virgins” ready with oil were able to go out to meet the 

bridegroom (were invited to the wedding) 
● Verse 10 tells us the “door was shut” 
● The foolish were shut out:   Matthew 25:11-12    Afterward came also the other virgins, 

saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you 
not. 

● The parables in Matthew 24-25 are warnings about when Jesus comes back to this earth.  The 
parables gives four other warnings. 
● Matthew 24:42   Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 
● Matthew 24:44   Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of 

man cometh. 
● Matthew 24:50   The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, 

and in an hour that he is not aware of, 
●  Matthew 25:13   Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the 

Son of man cometh. 

 
Jesus is coming back -- He promised and we know: 

● 1 Thessalonians 5:2   For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a 
thief in the night. 

  

We should be always be ready and looking for the event: 
● Titus 2:13   Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and 

our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
 
 

 


