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God’s heart is for a unified Church that helps one another. 

I. Some theological speculations have no value and can actually cause harm. (v. 5b) 

As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command 

certain people not to teach false doctrines any longer or to devote themselves to myths and 

endless genealogies. Such things promote controversial speculations rather than advancing 

God’s work—which is by faith. The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure 

heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. Some have departed from these and have turned 

to meaningless talk. They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know what they are 

talking about or what they so confidently affirm. (1 Timothy 1:3-7) 

 

If anyone teaches otherwise [than the biblical doctrines taught by Paul] and does not agree to 

the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, they are conceited and 

understand nothing. They have an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words 

that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions and constant friction between people of 

corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to 

financial gain. (1 Timothy 6:3-5) 

 

Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The 

Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.” (Acts 15:5) 

 

Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we 

nor our ancestors have been able to bear? No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord 

Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.” (Acts 15:10-11) 

 

It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond the 

following requirements: You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the 

meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things. 

(Acts 15:28-29) 

 

II. Those who take delight in wrangling over such doctrinal matters may not even be 

saved. (v. 10-11) 

For there are many rebellious people, full of meaningless talk and deception, especially those of 

the circumcision group. They must be silenced, because they are disrupting whole households 

by teaching things they ought not to teach—and that for the sake of dishonest gain. One of 

Crete’s own prophets has said it: “Cretans are always liars, evil brutes, lazy gluttons.” This 

saying is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, so that they will be sound in the faith and will 



pay no attention to Jewish myths or to the merely human commands of those who reject the 

truth. (Titus 1:10-14) 

 
 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they 

listen to you, you have won them over. But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, 

so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If they still 

refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as 

you would a pagan or a tax collector. (Matthew 18:15-17) 

 

Take special note of anyone who does not obey our instruction in this letter. Do not associate 

with them, in order that they may feel ashamed. (2 Thessalonians 3:14) 

 

I say this because many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, 

have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. Watch out that 

you do not lose what we have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully. Anyone who 

runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever 

continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not 

bring this teaching, do not take them into your house or welcome them. Anyone who welcomes 

them shares in their wicked work. (2 John 1:7-11) 

 

Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For 

where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, 

submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace 

reap a harvest of righteousness. (James 3-15-18) 
 

III. Christians are to help one another share and spread the Gospel. (v. 12-13) 

Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned 

man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. He had been instructed in the way of the 

Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only 

the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila 

heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more 

adequately. 

When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers and sisters encouraged him and wrote to the 

disciples there to welcome him. When he arrived, he was a great help to those who by grace had 

believed. For he vigorously refuted his Jewish opponents in public debate, proving from the 

Scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah. (Acts 18:24-28) 

 

You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not 

worldly? Are you not acting like mere humans? For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and 

another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere human beings? 

What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to 

believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but 



God has been making it grow. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 

anything, but only God, who makes things grow. (1 Corinthians 3:3-7) 

 

The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those 

whose work is preaching and teaching. (1 Timothy 5:17) 

 

Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers and sisters, even though they 

are strangers to you. They have told the church about your love. Please send them on their way 

in a manner that honors God. It was for the sake of the Name that they went out, receiving no 

help from the pagans. We ought therefore to show hospitality to such people so that we may 

work together for the truth. (3 John 1:5-8) 

 

IV. Good works that bless others are the true fruit of genuine faith. (v. 14) 

Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, 

whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand 

firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel… (Philippians 1:27) 

 

With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his 

calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness and your 

every deed prompted by faith. (2 Thessalonians 1:11) 

 

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we 

have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people— the 

faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have 

already heard in the true message of the gospel that has come to you. In the same way, the 

gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing 

among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace. You learned it from 

Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, and who 

also told us of your love in the Spirit. 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We 

continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and 

understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please 

him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being 

strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great 

endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share 

in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us from the 

dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:3-14) 

 

V. There is heartfelt affection among the people of God’s family. (v. 15) 

 


