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The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-49    Princess Chapel Church 
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Pastor, Douglas Salyer       November 18, 2015  
 

KJV – Revelation 22:16-17 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 49 

 

Introduction: 

     As this book of the Revelation comes to a close in chapter 22, we are reminded of the 
majesty of the eternal Christ. Looking back to last week’s lesson we see from verses 12 
through 16, His Sovereign LORD-Ship, power, preeminence, might and majesty.  

Revelation 22:12:16 

12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his 
work shall be. 

13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 

14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city. 

15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and 
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 

16 I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root 
and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. 

     When the Eternal LORD speaks; behold, I come quickly; this means from the divine point 
of view that the end of time events are impending. It would do one well to take heed to His 
warning, because He has placed all mankind on notice and He has that divine right to do so.  
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 
 
     Verse 14, is the last of the seven beatitudes of the book of Revelation. However these are 
not the only seven blessings contained within this blessed book. This entire book is a 
blessing when the believer embraces the Sovereign faithfulness of the One True Living God. 
Here are the seven beatitudes of the Revelation.  
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Revelation 1:3 – Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and 
keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 
 
Revelation 14:13 – And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours; and their works do follow them. 
 
Revelation 16:15 – Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his 
garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. 
 
Revelation 19:9 – And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the 
marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. 
 
Revelation 20:6 – Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the 
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 
him a thousand years. 
 
Revelation 22:7 – Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book. 
 
Revelation 22:14 – Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to 
the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 
 
     We need to take heed to His message, and just to who our LORD is addressing, He is 
speaking to His church, as this whole book is a message to the born-again blood bought 
Church and not to the world. Let’s look at the first of two verses we need to deal with 
within this lesson.  
 
 

Revelation 22:16 

16 I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root 
and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. 

     Dr. J. Vernon McGee writes concerning this verse: “Apparently the Lord Jesus had sent His 
angel with this very personal message. “I Jesus” – He takes the name of His Saviorhood, the 
name He received when He took upon Himself humanity, . . . . . You and I are going to spend 
eternity just centering on Him and His person. My friend, if you are not interested in Jesus 
today, I do not know why you would want to go to heaven. That is all we are going to talk 
about up there; we are going to talk about Him” (McGee, Revelation Bible Commentary Vol. 
60; 1991, Page 199). 
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     Once again Jesus Christ declares this message for the Church, believers. And once again 
His majesty is declared, not once in this verse but in two different senses dealing with 
David and the Star.  
 
     I am the root and the offspring of David, Jesus declares an astounding, seemingly 
paradoxical statement. Almost like what He stated in John 8:58 - Jesus said unto them, 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. 
 
     Our LORD declares here in verse 16 as both the root and the offspring of David. As the 
root He declares Himself as the ancestor and the originator of David. As the offspring He 
declares Himself as the descendant of David. John MacArthur states that this powerful 
statement here within this phrase sums up the biblical teaching on Christ’s two natures; 
“because only the God-man can be both David’s ancestor and his descendant. In His deity, 
Christ is David’s root and in His humanity, He is David’s descendant” (MacArthur, NT 
Commentary Revelation 12-22; 2000, Page 307). 
 
 

Revelation 22:16 

16 I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root 
and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. 

     There is another section of this verse that is often times overlooked that declares the 
majesty of the Sovereign LORD; and the bright and morning star. 
 
     Jesus describes Himself as “the bright morning star.” He is the brightest star of all, 
announcing the arrival of the day. When the LORD Jesus returns in His glorious second 
coming, He will be the brightest star that will shatter the darkness of man’s night with 
power and great glory. He will eclipse the sun, the moon and all other stars at the start of 
the millennium to usher in the dawn of a new and glorious day of His earthly reign in His 
Kingdom upon the earth. He and He alone is that bright morning star.  
 
     He has created all things for His glory, - “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and 
honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were 
created” (Revelation 4:11). The sun, the moon and all the stars are for His glory, this earth 
and all His creation on it are for His glory. Each and every man, woman, boy and girl; past 
present and future are for His glory, and this includes His plan of salvation through His 
redemptive work. All for His honor and glory. “For of him, and through him, and to him, are 
all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen” (Romans 11:36). 

     Now that brings us to the last verse of this lesson. Verse number 17 dealings with a 
twofold invitation.  
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Revelation 22:17 

17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that 
is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 

     This verse starts out with – And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. This is a two-fold 
invitation. Dr. John Phillips states in his commentary; “Come! Is the grandest word in the 
gospel! It first rang out in the days of Noah when God was about to pour out His wrath 
against the world. The ark was finished and a complete salvation provided, when God, 
stepping inside the ark, turned to Noah and said, “Come.” Again and again the blessed word 
rings out, and now, before closing the book forever, the Spirit sounds it out again. The Spirit 
says, Come! And the saints say, Come!” (Phillips, Exploring Revelation; 2004, Page 262). 

     A marvelous two-fold invitation, one by the Holy Spirit of God inviting sinners to come 
into His rest through His provision offered by His finished work at the cross, through the 
life, death, resurrection, ascension and return of the LORD of Glory Jesus Christ. Yet also the 
bride, the saints those that have been brought into His rest, are now bidding sinners to 
come. Our task is to spread the gospel of the LORD Jesus Christ to fulfill the Great 
Commission just as the LORD has commanded us. Spread the gospel, the good news! 

Romans 1:14-16 

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. 

15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

     We must understand just how important the gospel message is. (I Corinthians 1:17-21);  
“For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the 
cross of Christ should be made of none effect. 18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that 
perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. 
20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God 
made foolish the wisdom of this world?” 

     21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by 
the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. The Apostle Paul tells us that those 
who hear and heed God’s message of salvation through the foolishness of preaching and 
believe will be saved. The Spirit says, Come! The bride says, Come! When one hears and 
believes in saving faith through the grace of God what will they do? And let him that heareth 
say, Come. [For the Scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed.] 
(Romans 10:11). 
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     This is God’s Sovereign plan to deliver His message to His Elect for their regeneration. No 
one can be saved without first hearing the gospel. But you say – “For whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13). 

Romans 10:14-17 

14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 

15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of 
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 

16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our 
report? 

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

     It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. Therefore when 
they call, they must have heard, and they must believe on the One in whom they have heard 
that offers grace and mercy.  

     The Holy Spirit uses the gospel to penetrate the dead unregenerate heart of the 
depraved man. Then the Holy Spirit regenerates (quickens) that dead spirit so that the 
person now is able to know who and what they are.  

 

1 Corinthians 2:14 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

     It is impossible for anyone to receive this message in faith unless God first does the work 
of regeneration. You can’t pray your way into salvation, you can’t cry your way into 
salvation. You can’t even work your way into salvation by cleaning yourself up, because you 
are dead, you must be born again.  

Jeremiah 13:23 

23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that 
are accustomed to do evil. 
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Romans 9:11-16 

11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose 
of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 

12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 

13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 

14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion. 

16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

 

Proverbs 19:21 

21 There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall 
stand. 

     Man is born again, regenerated by the will and work of God. “But as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 
13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” 
(John 1:12-13). 

     When the gospel is preached, the command is given to Come! Believe and repent; and 
God’s work of regeneration is wrought in the spirit of the sinner this is what happens.  

 

Ephesians 2:1-5 

1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince 
of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 

3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as 
others. 
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4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 
saved;) 

     By the grace of God the work of regeneration has taken hold and the sinner’s spirit is 
born of God, born from above. Faith and repentance is birth in their heart and in their life 
and they turn to God from sin in saving faith in Christ Jesus.  

     Why because they are made to know who they are and who He is. They have been made 
to know their need for a Saviour and that only Christ can fulfill what they need; that which 
they didn’t want before now they want it more than everything else.  

     Matthew 5 are the beatitudes, the first seven in the first book of the New Testament 
explain the effects at the start and during salvation. The last seven of the last book of the 
New Testament explains to us the benefits upon the completion of salvation in glory.  

3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. – Made to know that you 
are spiritually bankrupt without the grace and mercy of God.  

4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. – Made to mourn and weep over 
your sin, because now by the work of regeneration you have been made to know that you 
stand in offense to a Holy and Just God.  

5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. – Made meek, humble and lowly 
because you acknowledge who and what you are.  

6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. – 
Genuine repentance, seeking after God with a hunger and a thirst for His righteousness.  

7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. – Being able now to show mercy unto 
others because you have been made to know you have been graciously given His mercy and 
will continue to receive it. 

8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. – The sinful heart has been cleansed 
through the washing of the water by the word. God has taken out the old stony heart and 
put in a new heart of flesh. In Christ you have obtained mercy and by faith you have been 
imputed the Righteousness of God.  

9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. – By His grace, 
through faith you have been reconciled unto God. You have made peace with God, His 
wrath has passed you over according to His own good pleasure because Salvation is of the 
LORD. 

 



8 
 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-49    Princess Chapel Church 

 

     Now knowing all of this, letting Scripture interpret Scripture. Seeing God’s plan at work, 
God’s way through the gospel and the power of regeneration let us read that last verse of 
our lesson again to see if you get the bigger picture. 

Revelation 22:17 

17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that 
is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 

     Whosoever is athirst let him come and take of the water of life freely. But it’s through the 
foolishness of preaching and the Sovereign work of regeneration that a man is made to 
know of his need.  

     Then (at regeneration) and only then will he respond to this gospel message with 
repentance and true saving faith.  

 

Romans 8:28-33 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his purpose. 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also 
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 

32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him 
also freely give us all things? 

33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 
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