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Fifth Head of Doctrine 

(The Perseverance of the Saints) 

LORD’S DAY #46 

REJECTION OF ERRORS 

The true doctrine having been explained, the Synod rejects the errors of those: 

Paragraph 1  

Leader: Who teach: That the perseverance of the true believers is not a fruit of election, or a gift of God gained by the death of Christ, but a 

condition of the new covenant, which (as they declare) man before his decisive election and justification must fulfill through his free will.  

People For the Holy Scripture testifies that this follows out of election, and is given the elect in virtue of the death, the resurrection, and 

intercession of Christ: But the election obtained it, and the rest were hardened (Rom. 11:7). Likewise: He that spared not his own Son, but 

delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him freely give us all things? Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? It 

is God that justifieth; who is he that condemneth? It is Christ Jesus that died, yea rather, that was raised from the dead, who is at the 

right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?: (Rom. 8:32-35). 

Paragraph 2  

Leader: Who teach: That God does indeed provide the believer with sufficient powers to persevere, and is ever ready to preserve these in him if 

he will do his duty; but that, though all things which are necessary to persevere in faith and which God will use to preserve faith are made use of, 

even then it ever depends on the pleasure of the will whether it will persevere or not.  

People: For this idea contains an outspoken Pelagianism, and while it would make men free, it makes them robbers of God’s honor, 

contrary to the prevailing agreement of the evangelical doctrine, which takes from man all cause of boasting, and ascribes all the praise 

for this favor to the grace of God alone; and contrary to the apostle, who declares that it is God, who shall also confirm you unto the end, 

that ye be unreprovable in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 1:8). 

 


