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1 Corinthians 3:9-11  
 
9a  For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.   
 
Ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ work with God by grace of God by the indwelling of the Holy 
Ghost. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:6-8  I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.  7  So then 
neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the 
increase.  8  Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive 
his own reward according to his own labour. 
 

Working ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ are rare. God’s children are commanded to pray for 
more working ministers. 

 
Matthew 9:35-38  And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every 
disease among the people.  36  But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion 
on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.  37  Then 
saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are 
few;  38  Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into 
his harvest. 
 

God’s children are commanded to know, honor, and love (care for the spiritual needs of) working 
ministers. 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13  And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour 
among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you;  13  And to esteem them 
very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves. 
 

God’s children are commanded to care for the physical needs working ministers. 
 
1 Timothy 5:17-18  Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, 
especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.  18  For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not 
muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his reward. 

 
9b  For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building. 
 
Husbandry: Strong’s (G1091 geōrgion) cultivable, that is, a farm: - husbandry. 
 
This is Paul’s first metaphor: cultivation of a crop. 
 
Working ministers tend to the crop that is God’s righteous children by planting, watering, and 
harvesting “together with God”. 
 

Psalms 1:3  And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth 
his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

 
Psalms 92:12-15  The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in 
Lebanon.  13  Those that be planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in the courts 
of our God.  14  They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and 
flourishing;  15  To shew that the LORD is upright: he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in 
him. 

 
Isaiah 61:3b  …that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that 
he might be glorified. 
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Though God’s righteous children are the “planting of the Lord”, they are planted in the world, 
where both righteous and unrighteous grow, but at the harvest they will be revealed. 
 

Matthew 13:37-43  He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the 
Son of man;  38  The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but 
the tares are the children of the wicked one;  39  The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the 
harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.  40  As therefore the tares 
are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.  41  The Son of man 
shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity;  42  And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall 
be wailing and gnashing of teeth.  43  Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

 
The “good seed” will always grow and will always produce fruit. 
 

Luke 13:18-19  Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of God like? and whereunto shall I 
resemble it?  19  It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his 
garden; and it grew, and waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of 
it. 

 
9c  For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building. 
 
Building: Strong’s (G3619 oikodomē ) architecture, that is, (concretely) a structure; figuratively 
confirmation: - building, edify (-ication, -ing). 
 
This is Paul’s second metaphor: building of a house. 
 
Working ministers build God’s household (his righteous children) on a solid foundation to form a 
house where God dwells. 
 

Ephesians 2:19-22  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens 
with the saints, and of the household of God;  20  And are built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;  21  In whom all 
the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  22  In whom ye 
also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 

 
Working ministers build God’s household “together with God” with Jesus Christ as the householder 
for God’s glory alone. 
 

Hebrews 3:1-6  Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the 
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;  2  Who was faithful to him that 
appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house.  3  For this man was counted worthy of 
more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than 
the house.  4  For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is 
God.  5  And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things 
which were to be spoken after;  6  But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if 
we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 

 
10a  According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have 
laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth 
thereupon.   
 
Working ministers build God’s household and house by God’s gift of grace. 
 

Ephesians 3:2-8  If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given 
me to you-ward:  3  How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in 
few words,  4  Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of 
Christ)  5  Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto 
his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;  6  That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the 
same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:  (continued)   
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(Continued) 7  Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God 
given unto me by the effectual working of his power.  8  Unto me, who am less than the least 
of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ; 

 
10b  According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have 
laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth 
thereupon.   
 
Masterbuilder: Strong’s (G753 architektōn) a chief constructor, that is, “architect”: - masterbuilder. 
 
Working ministers build the household and house of God with the wisdom of God, not of men. 
 
Foundation: Strong’s (G2310 themelios) something put down, that is, a substruction (of a building, 
etc.), (literally or figuratively): - foundation. 
 
Working ministers build the house of God upon a solid foundation: the inspired scriptural record 
of the “apostles and prophets” and of “Jesus Christ…the chief cornerstone”. Jesus Christ is not only 
the “cornerstone” but he is the rock upon which the foundation is set. He is the rock upon which 
the foundation is leveled and trued. He is the rock upon which the congregation of God is built. 
 

Matthew 16:15-18  He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?  16  And Simon Peter 
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.  17  And Jesus answered 
and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is in heaven.  18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
 

Working ministers build only upon a foundation set according to the scriptures. Attempting to 
build or rebuild upon a faulty foundation will lead to error in the house and household of God. 

 
Romans 15:20-21  Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was 
named, lest I should build upon another man's foundation:  21  But as it is written, To 
whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: and they that have not heard shall understand. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:2  For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified. 
 

Working ministers fit each member of the congregation into the “spiritual house” and household of 
God. 

 
1 Peter 2:4-8  To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of 
God, and precious,  5  Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.  6  Wherefore also it is contained in 
the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on 
him shall not be confounded.  7  Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them 
which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the 
corner,  8  And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at 
the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 
 

God’s children are to build their individual “spiritual house” upon the rock that is Jesus Christ by 
obeying his commands. 

 
Luke 6:46-49  And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?  47  Whosoever 
cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like:  48  He is 
like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and 
when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was 
founded upon a rock.  49  But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a 
foundation built an house upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and 
immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great. 
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10c  According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the 
foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth 
thereupon.   
 
Working ministers set a good foundation from the scriptures where others can build without 
concern for error in the house and household of God as Apollos did after Paul in Corinth. 
 

Acts 18:24-28  And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and 
mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus.  25  This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and 
being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the 
baptism of John.  26  And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and 
Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more 
perfectly.  27  And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the 
disciples to receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed 
through grace:  28  For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publickly, shewing by the 
scriptures that Jesus was Christ. 19:1  And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, 
Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 

 
10d  According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the 
foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth 
thereupon.   
 
Working ministers are to protect the household and house of God by being on their guard against 
their own errors and the errors that come from within and without. 
 

Acts 20:28-30  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own 
blood.  29  For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock.  30  Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to 
draw away disciples after them. 
 
2 Timothy 4:3-4  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 
after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;  4  And they 
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 
 
2 Peter 2:1-3  But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false 
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord 
that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.  2  And many shall follow their 
pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.  3  And 
through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose 
judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not. 

 
11  For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.   
 
Working ministers are to restore the household and house of God to the foundation, Jesus Christ, 
who is the bedrock of salvation by God’s grace alone and the only secure foundation for faith. 
 

2 Samuel 22:47  The LORD liveth; and blessed be my rock; and exalted be the God of the rock 
of my salvation. 

 
Psalms 62:5-7  My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him.  6  He only is 
my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I shall not be moved.  7  In God is my salvation and 
my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God. 

 
Psalms 95:1  O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
salvation. 

 
 


