
 

 

Mark 2:1-12 
“…that you may know that the Son of Man 

Has authority to forgive sins…” 
 
Chapter one of Mark’s gospel sets the stage for the rest of the book. In it Mark 
clearly defines his Spirit inspired purpose. That is to present Jesus of Nazareth as 
the Christ, the Son of God come in the flesh (Son of Man) teaching with authority 
to our amazement. Mark presents Jesus as the one who is mightier than John, the 
Son in whom the Father is pleased, the one who came to proclaim the gospel of 
God, the one who has the authority to make fishers of men, throw out demons 
and heal the sick. He concludes the chapter by introducing the readers, through 
the words of Jesus Himself, to one of the central purposes of His coming. That is 
to preach. 
 
Having finished with chapter one we turn our attention to the second section of 
Mark’s gospel. That section comprises all of chapter 2 and the first 6 verses of the 
third chapter. The focus of this section is on the opposition that Jesus encounters 
in and around Capernaum (Galilee). The principal opponents are the Pharisees 
and their opposition is presented by Mark in a series of 4 questions that make up 
the framework of chapter 2. Not only does Mark give us the objections of the 
Pharisees but the answers given by Jesus. 
 
       Vs. 7      “Why does this man speak that way?”          He is God 
       Vs. 16    “Why is He eating and drinking with tax collectors?” vs. 17  Physician 
       Vs. 18   “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but      
                         Your disciples do not fast?  Vs. 19 Bridegroom 
       Vs. 24     “Why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath? Vs. 28 Lord   
                            of the Sabbath 
 
What makes the opposition of the Pharisees (separated) appear so formidable is 
that they were the one’s who had taken it upon themselves for generations to 
preserve the scriptures. They were the standards by which everyone and thing 
was measured. They held the authority; 
 
       “Although the Sadducean high priests were at the head of the Sanhedrin, the 
       decisive influence upon public affairs was in the hands of the Pharisees. 
       “They had the bulk of the nation as their ally…They had the greatest 
       influence upon the congregations, so that all acts of public worship, prayers, 
       and sacrifices were preformed according to their injunction.” 
                                          Merrill Unger The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary p. 998 
 
From the way they are presented in Scripture we can clearly see that these were 
more than just religious zealots, they are evil men. 



 

 

       Mark 2:6 But some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their 
       hearts, 
 
              Matthew 9:4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, "Why are you                
              thinking evil in your hearts? 
 
       Mark 3:6 The Pharisees went out and immediately began conspiring with the 
       Herodians against Him, as to how they might destroy Him.     
 
Chapter two opens in such a way as to tie us back into the context of chapter one. 
Particularly the issue of preaching and crowds.  
 
2:2 And many were gathered together, so that there was no longer room, not 
even near the door; and He was speaking the word to them. 
        
       1:14 “…, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, 15 and saying, 
       "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe 
       in the gospel." 
 
Notice that Mark tells us that Jesus was “…speaking the word…” in a place 
where “…there was no longer room, not even near the door…“. While there are 
certainly theological concerns for Jesus with the crowds, here we find Mark 
recording for us some of the more pragmatic problems. These pragmatic 
problems are further pointed out in 2:4 “Being unable to get to Him because of 
the crowd,…”. 
 
While I am not sure that Mark at this point is trying to be humorous. (We do 
know that he is aware of and points out other emotions compassion 1:41, anger 
1:43). Verse 3 does begin in a very interesting way, at least in the English 
translation;  2:3 And they came, bringing to Him a paralytic, carried by four 
men. Who are the “…they..”? They are the ones who before anyone could figure 
out what was going on had marched right up on top of the house, tore a hole in 
the roof and unceremoniously let down the paralytic into the room right in front 
of Jesus. 
 
2:4 Being unable to get to Him because of the crowd, they removed the roof 
above Him; and when they had dug an opening, they let down the pallet on 
which the paralytic was lying. 
 
As the crowd began to see these events unfold some certainly found the events 
funny. Some were probably a bit upset (the owner of the house), some were 
certainly amazed. Whatever noise whether from the tearing up of the roof or the 
chatter of the crowd things grew quiet as they waited for Jesus response. While 



 

 

we do not know for certain the mood of the room during these events, we do 
know that things turned very serious when Jesus finally responded to these 
events. His response in found in verse 5. 
 
2:5 And Jesus seeing their faith said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are 
forgiven." 
 
The ominous turn in the mood is indicated by the reasoning of the scribes that 
were present in the crowd. You can almost see these guys dusting themselves off 
as they cast a glance first at Jesus and then toward one another. These glances 
began with eyebrows raised but have now turned into brows furrowed. Yet 
while there is silence in the room Mark tells us what is going on in their hearts; 
 
2:6 But some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, 7 
"Why does this man speak that way? He is blaspheming; who can forgive sins 
but God alone?" 
 
Through Marks record we find not only how the scribes were thinking; 
  
       dialogi,zomai (1) as reasoning inwardly think about thoroughly, consider carefully, 
       reason out (LU 1.29); (2) as reasoning w. others discuss, argue, debate (MK 9.33).  
 
But what they were thinking about. One of the things that seems to bother the 
scribes is seen in their thought; "Why does this man speak that way?  
 
       1:22 They were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one 
       having authority, and not as the scribes. 
 
The real issue at this point however is not so much how Jesus is speaking, but 
what he is saying; 
 
He is blaspheming; who can forgive sins but God alone?" 
 
While the scribes (Pharisees) have up to this point been forced in to accepting 
Jesus with His authoritative ways (1:22), His ability to heal (1:31, 42) and His 
ability to cast out demons (1:26, 34). He, in their thinking has steeped across a 
very significant line. A line that no human upon the pains of death should ever 
approach. That is the line that separates the human from the divine. Yet Jesus not 
only approached the line, He crossed it without hesitation when He said; "Son, 
your sins are forgiven." 
 
The answer to the scribes question is a self evident truth. Everybody knows that 
only God can forgive sins therefore by Jesus saying "Son, your sins are 



 

 

forgiven." He is claiming a divine right. A right that no human has. At least no 
human except Jesus, a fact that they will soon be forced into accepting. The first 
clue to the fact that Jesus is divine comes in the very next verse; 
 
2:8 Immediately Jesus, aware in His spirit that they were reasoning that way 
within themselves, said to them, "Why are you reasoning about these things in 
your hearts? 
 
Jesus is not content to leave these matters in the hearts of the scribes. He wants to 
draw their thinking out into the open because He is going to use their own 
reasoning to demonstrate who He is in such a way that it cannot be legitimately 
denied. 
 
It appears that verse 9 may be some of the reasoning from the minds of the 
scribes that will lead inevitably to the conclusion that they desperately want to 
avoid. Thus the reason for not revealing what they are thinking. 
 
2:9 "Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven'; or to say, 
'Get up, and pick up your pallet and walk'? 
 
Note that there seems to be a period of silence between vs. 9 and 10. Indicated by 
the fact that no one will answer the question. The reason for the silence is not due 
to the difficulty of the question, but to the inevitable conclusion that the 
juxtaposition of these two statements make. 
 
There are at least two reasons why the statement “…your sins are forgiven…” is 
the easier of the two. While the first statement does constitutes blasphemy when 
uttered by a mere man. This would be punishable by death thus raising a 
measure of difficulty. Yet anyone can make this statement. The second reason is 
that there is no way to externally measure the departure of the guilt. So again 
anyone can make the claim. 
 
The more difficult of the two is “…'Get up, and pick up your pallet and 
walk'…” because it requires the power to heal. 
 
At this point Jesus has not yet told the man hanging in the midst of this 
theological debate anything. But there is serious tension in the room. The 
difficulty that Jesus has thrust upon the Pharisees is summed up in another 
similar situation recorded by John; 
 
        John 9:31 "We know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is God-
       fearing and does His will, He hears him. 32 "Since the beginning of time it has 
       never been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 "If 



 

 

       this man were not from God, He could do nothing." 
 
 
This same type of situation may be part of what Jesus was setting up in the 
previous passage; 
 
       1:44 and He said to him, "See that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show 
       yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, as 
       a testimony to them." 
 
Jesus finally breaks the silence and states the point clearly; 
 
2:10 "But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins" -- He said to the paralytic, 11 "I say to you, get up, pick up your 
pallet and go home." 
 
We must remember that this statement is positioned against the background of 
the scribes’ reasoning “…He is blaspheming, who can forgive sins but God 
alone?” The point that Jesus is making through the healing of the paralytic is that 
He is God, come in the flesh as the Son of Man.  
 
       “The act which the eyes are able to see verifies the other act which no eyes 
       can see. As the one is wrought by…”the authority,” “the right and might” of 
       him who is God, so is the other. For both are done by Jesus, not in and by the 
       name of another, but in his own person, by the divine…the resides in 
       himself.” 
                            R.C.H. Lenski Interpretation of Mark’s Gospel p. 104-105 
 
But Jesus has done more than just win a theological debate. He has forgiven a 
man of his sins and healed him; 
 
2:12 And he got up and immediately picked up the pallet and went out in the 
sight of everyone…” 
 
And here again Mark true to form calls us to acknowledge that Jesus is amazing; 
 
“…so that they were all amazed and were glorifying God, saying, "We have 
never seen anything like this." 
 
Two illustrations of forgiveness; 
 
what the paralysis had been to this man’s body, his sin had been to his soul. 
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